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“It’s the most wonderful time of the year.” That’s what the song says, and for many 

people, this is true. The Christmas season has many memories for people, some good, 

some not so good. And yet, during this time of year, we tend to focus on the good 

memories. Memories of childhood. Memories of family. For some of us, memories of 

snow and cold! Memories of presents fervently longed for and joyfully received, or 

the disappointment at their non-arrival. Memories of food.  

For many people, the church has a fond place in their hearts during the Christmas 

season. Many people, whether they attend church now or not, can remember church services as 

children, going with their families, singing Christmas carols, watching Christmas pageants, seeing the 

sights, smelling the smells, hearing the sounds of Christmas. 

Those who write about such things say that there is a great opportunity to reach our community this 

year with a Christmas Eve service because it is on a Saturday. Christmas Eve has more attraction to 

non-church goers than Easter, they say. The following is from an article I recently read: 

Why have a Christmas Eve Service? 

1) Christmastime evokes feelings of tradition values that even secularists experience. 

2) Nearly seven out of ten churches will have a Christmas Eve service this year, and two-thirds 

of churches will have Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services this year. 

3) Christmas Eve is a time to go traditional with the service: candles, carols, etc. 

4) Be sure to use your church Facebook page to promote all that’s going on at your church 

during Christmas. 

5) Set your Christmas Eve service times to work for the majority of your congregation and 

community. 

6) Attendees expect candles at the Christmas Eve service.  

Some Christmas keys to reaching unchurched people at Christmas 

1) Christmas Eve is the time when the unchurched are most receptive to attending church. 

2) Traditions are key: traditional hymns and carols, candlelight with Silent Night, etc. 

3) The service should be brief, 30-minutes max. 

4) Begin promotion the first week in December, maximize your church Facebook page 

5) Have a very simple registration card: first name, email, guest or member, prayer request. 

Ask everyone to complete it. 

6) Combine Invite Your One with Christmas Eve services 

7) Informal is usually the best approach. 

We will be trying to work on all of these for Christmas Eve this year. We are still trying to determine 

the best time. 

As we reverently approach the celebration of our Savior’s birth, let us be mindful not only of what he 

means to us, but also what he means to others who may not know God’s love.  

SDG 

Pastor Jim 



Notes: 

1) A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, December 10th for Donna McRae at 10:30 a.m. at 

Harvest, with a reception following at the Tuolumne River Lodge. 

2) We will be having a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 11th after the worship service 

to elect Elders and Deacons. Prayerfully consider how to serve Harvest, as you may be contacted 

by someone from the Nominating Committee. 

3) We’d love to have some volunteers serve coffee and cookies a couple of evenings for those who 

are walking to Christmas Tree Lane. We hope to do this on 10th and 17th from 6:00—8:00 p.m.  

4) We are collecting money for the Harvest Baskets, however, the Deacons have elected to send the 

money to the food program of the Ceres Adventist Church on Central Avenue instead of doing the 

baskets ourselves. 

Why Christmas Matters 

If Christmas is true, then it makes all the difference. (Tim Keller) 

We sing it every year in our Christmas carols, especially in “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” when we 

cry out: “Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity.” The Apostles’ Creed doesn’t use 

it, but it teaches the doctrine of it when we read, “Conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary.” 

Incarnation. If you understand the word, you’ll understand what Christmas is about. Christmas is, 

frankly, doctrinal. Christmas is, frankly, doctrinal. The invisible has become visible, the incorporeal 

has become corporeal. In other words, God has become human. 

This is not only a specific doctrine, but it’s also unique. Doctrine always distinguishes you. One of the 

reasons we’re afraid to talk about doctrine is because it distinguishes us from others. 

Here’s why the doctrine of Christmas is unique. On one hand, you’ve got religions that say God is so 

immanent in all things that incarnation is normal. If you’re a Buddhist or Hindu, God is immanent in 

everything. On the other hand, religions like Islam and Judaism say God is so transcendent over all 

things that incarnation is impossible. 

But Christianity is unique. It doesn’t say incarnation is normal, but it doesn’t say it’s impossible. It 

says God is so immanent that it is possible, but He is so transcendent that the incarnation of God in the 

person of Jesus Christ is a history-altering, life-transforming, paradigm-shattering event. 

Christmas is not just frankly doctrinal; it’s also boldly historical. The manger, the resurrection, the 

story of Jesus is not just a story. It’s true. 

Christmas is not just frankly doctrinal; it’s also boldly historical. This goes completely against what 

the average person believes. The average person says they’re parables. They’re legends. They didn’t 

happen. 

The point of Christmas is that Jesus Christ really lived, and He really died. It happened in history. He 

did these things. He said these things. 

You may think, What’s the big deal? You’re being doctrinaire here. No. People say, “I like the 

teachings of Jesus. I like the meaning of these stories—to love one another, serve one another. I like 

that. But it doesn’t matter if these things really happened. Doctrine doesn’t matter. What matters is 

you’re a good person.” 



The great irony is, that is a doctrine. It’s called the doctrine of 

justification by works. What they’re saying is that it doesn’t matter 

that Jesus actually lived the life we should have lived and died the 

death we should have died; all that matters is that we follow His 

teaching. That is a doctrine that says, “I’m not so bad I need someone 

to come and be good for me. I can be good. I’m not so cut off from 

God, and God is not so holy that there has to be punishment for sin.” 

The Gospel is not that Jesus Christ comes to earth, tells us how to live, 

we live a good life and then God owes us blessing. The Gospel is that 

Jesus Christ came to earth, lived the life we should have lived and died the death we should have died 

—so when we believe in Him, we live a life of grateful joy for Him. If these things didn’t happen, if 

they’re just parables, what you are saying is that if you try hard enough, God will accept you. 

If Jesus didn’t come, the story of Christmas is one more moral paradigm to crush you. If Jesus didn’t 

come, the story of Christmas is one more moral paradigm to crush you. If Jesus didn’t come, I 

wouldn’t want to be anywhere around these Christmas stories that say we need to be sacrificing, we 

need to be humble, we need to be loving. All that will do is crush you into the ground. Because if it 

isn’t true that John saw Him, heard Him, felt Him, that Jesus really came to do these things, then 

Christmas is depressing. 

First John 1:3 says, “Our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son.” “Fellowship” means that if 

Jesus Christ has come, if Christmas is true, then we’ve got a basis for a personal relationship with 

God. God is no longer a remote idea or a force we cower before, but we can know Him personally. 

He’s become graspable. 

If Jesus Christ is actually God come in the flesh, you’re going to know much more about God. You’re 

seeing Him weep. You’re seeing Him upset. You’re seeing Him cast down. You’re seeing Him 

exalted. If Jesus is who He says He is, we have a 500 page autobiography from God, in a sense. And 

our understanding will be vastly more personal and specific than any philosophy or religion could 

give us. 

Look at what God has done to get you to know Him personally. If the Son would come all this way to 

become a real person to you, don’t you think the Holy Spirit will do anything in His power to make 

Jesus a real person to you in your heart? Christmas is an invitation to know Christ personally. 

Christmas is an invitation by God to say: Look what I’ve done to come near to you. Now draw near to 

Me. I don’t want to be a concept; I want to be a friend. 

Read more at http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/worldview/why-christmas-matters-0#JGPwbuwXKALzPWQp.99 

Harvest Mariners 

On Friday, December 16, the Mariners will gather at 6:00 p.m. for a short 

Christmas sing-a-long following the monthly potluck. Bring your table 

service and a dish to share. After dinner and singing, Mariners and guests are 

invited to the home of Michael and Patricia Cousins (3835 Roeding Rd. Ceres, CA) to their 

annual Christmas open house from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Please RSVP to the Cousins’ if you plan to 

attend and advise if you need transportation arranged, (209) 538-2875 or 

You filled 64 shoeboxes! Well 
done! 



 

Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Church Fax  (209) 537-1869  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 

Emails: 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

John Baughman 

Pat Cousins 

Art Johnston 

Nora McKinsey 

Martha McNamara 

Linda Sherman 

Myrna Wilhite 

Elders 

Patti Arbizu (Clerk/Worship) 

Susan Bennett (Communications) 

Cyndy Cawley (CE/Mission) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer) 

Staci Edwards (CE) 

Brandy Meyer (CE/Youth) 

Harvest Leadership 2016 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 28 29 30 1 
Alpha Circle— 

9:30 a.m. 

Choir—6:30 

p.m. 

Praise Team—

7:30 p.m. 

2 
Bible Study—

10:30 a.m. 

3 

4 
Communion 

Service— 

10:30 a.m. 

5 
Prayer 

Meeting— 

6:00 p.m. 

6 7 
 

8 
Choir—6:30 

p.m. 

Praise Team—

7:30 p.m. 

9 

Bible Study—

10:30 a.m. 

Deacons—

12:00 p.m. 

10 
Donna McRae 

Memorial— 

10:30 a.m. 

11 
Worship 

Service— 

10:30 a.m. 

Congregational 

Meeting 

12 
Prayer 

Meeting— 

6:00 p.m. 

13 14 
 

15 
Choir—6:30 

p.m. 

Praise Team—

7:30 p.m. 

16 
Bible Study—

10:30 a.m. 

Mariners—

6:00 p.m. 

17 

18 
Worship 

Service— 

10:30 a.m. 

Caroling, 3:30 

p.m. 

19 
Prayer 

Meeting— 

6:00 p.m. 

20 21 
 

22 
Choir—6:30 

p.m. 

Praise Team—

7:30 p.m. 

23 
Bible Study—

10:30 a.m. 

24 
Christmas Eve 

1st Day of 

Hanukkah 

25 
Christmas 

Worship 

Service— 

10:30 a.m. 

26 
Prayer 

Meeting— 

6:00 p.m. 

27 28 

 

29 
Choir—6:30 

p.m. 

Praise Team—

7:30 p.m. 

30 
Bible Study—

10:30 a.m. 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

National 

Microwave 

Day 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 Virginia Irons 

 Roger Morrow 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Patti Arbizu (knee) 

 Alice Visser (English Oaks) 

October Sunday School Schedule* 

12/4—Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Staci 

Edwards; K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Judy Salyer 

12/11—Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Judy Salyer; 

K-3rd: Cynthia Cawley, Anette Arias 

12/18—Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Brandy 

Meyer; K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Staci Edwards 

12/25—Nursery: Martha McNamara, Anette 

Arias; K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Cynthia Cawley 

* This schedule may change! Check with 

Brandy Meyer if you have any conflicts or 

questions. 

 Office hours: Mondays: 1:30p.m.-4:30p.m.; Wednesdays: 1:30p.m.-

5:30p.m.; Fridays: 11:00a.m.-3:00p.m. 

1—Judy Salyer 

2—Patricia Cousins 

7—Florence  

      Bloemendaal 

9—Gayle Goss 

 

 

11—Virginia Bathe 

24—Anette Arias 

26—Art Johnston 

27—Linda Sherman 

23—Clark & Deborah Pearson 

27—John & Betty Baughman 


