
The month of November, with the Thanksgiving holiday towards the 

end, reminds us to be grateful. To be grateful is to appreciate life as a 

gift, in all its various shapes and forms. It is a lesson to be learned over 

and over again. 

The Apostle Paul, while in a Roman prison, wrote to his friends in 

Philippi, “I thank my God every time I remember you.” The little 

church at Philippi was the poorest of the churches in the New 

Testament. But when they heard Paul was in prison, they took up a 

collection of money and books and clothes, and sent them to Paul. (In 

Roman prisons, the prisoner needed to provide their own food and 

clothing.) And so, in the midst of darkness which could lead to despair, 

Paul gave thanks to God for his friends. 

I have tried to follow the discipline of gratitude my whole life. I do so 

because I am inherently NOT grateful. Left to my own devices, I feel entitled. And worse, left 

to my own devices, I always wish for more. And I learn this 

lesson again and again. 

A week or so ago, I was returning from a golf match with some 

fellow Presbyterian Pastors in Stockton. I arrived in Modesto 

around 4:00 p.m., and the traffic on 99-South was stop and go. 

Mostly stop. I was in the middle lane, following a truck, my 

“lead blocker”. As we began to move, someone in the right 

hand lane was distracted, and ploughed into the right rear of 

my car. We couldn’t have been going more than 10 mph. The 

airbag did not deploy. But I felt like it was quite a jolt. It turned 

my car sideways on the freeway. I immediately looked for a 

clearing, and drove my crippled car to the shoulder. 

I got out of my car, and I was quite upset. I was minding my own business, being a careful 

driver. I was looking forward to getting to the church early to do some work, and then attend 

the Prayer Meeting. All of that was now on hold, as we waited for the CHP and a tow truck.  

My initial thoughts toward the other driver were not kind. His carelessness had damaged my 

car and inconvenienced me. Did you notice the two main pronouns in that sentence? “My” and 

“me”. My thoughts and concerns were entirely about “me”. This is not how I want to live. 

While I was still upset, I asked how he was. His car was in worse shape than mine.  

I learned two lessons that day. Again. The first is not to be so concerned with myself that I 

neglect the concerns of others.  

The second was to be grateful in all things. The Apostle Paul writes, “Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God.” (Philippians 4:6) He does not say be grateful “for” all things, but “in” all 

things. 
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in everything by prayer 
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Still, there was much to be thankful for, in the midst of this 

major inconvenience. No one was injured. I had insurance, and 

they have done a good job so far in taking care of the repairs. I 

didn’t miss any crucial meetings. No one else was involved in 

the accident. We were not going very fast, so the damaged was 

minimized. The CHP and tow trucks were there quickly. So 

much to be grateful for. 

What saddens me is my first response was anger, not gratitude. 

And that has caused me to grieve over my own spiritual condition. I had an opportunity to 

share the love of Christ, and the forgiveness of Christ. And I missed the opportunity. No. I 

didn’t miss it. I refused the opportunity. 

In the days after the accident, I find myself praying for the man who hit me. Maybe he doesn’t 

have insurance. Maybe he will lose his job. Maybe his car cannot be repaired. Maybe he 

doesn’t have the money to repair his car. And through all that, my anger has lessened. 

It gives new meaning to the benediction each week, “We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) I enjoyed being in Phoenix for the Arizona Fall League last 

month. I also enjoyed the time at the Kaleidoscope 

Stewardship Conference in San Diego. 

2) Last year, I asked you to pray for my improved self-care. In 

the last year, I have regularly seen a series of doctors for 

preventative care and ongoing issues. Thanks for your 

encouragement. 

3) I will be attending a short two day conference on “Spiritual Disciplines: Making Space 

for God” in Sacramento November 12-13. 

Stewardship 2019 

This month, we will be looking at Stewardship. Stewardship is not primarily 

about making the church budget. It is a faithful response to use all that God has 

given to us for the sake of God’s kingdom.  

“What is amazing about the teachings on tithing in the Old Testament is not 

that God demands a tithe but that God does not demand it all back, since it all 

belongs to God. Behold the graciousness and generosity of God, who wants people to be able 

to have life, and live it to the full. Not, however, at the expense of forgetting to whom it all 

belongs.” (Ben Witherington III in Jesus and Money) 

What is your response to all that God has given and done for you?  
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I would maintain that 

thanks are the highest 

form of thought, and that 

gratitude is happiness 

doubled by wonder. 

G.K. Chesterton  



Mariners’ Thanksgiving Dinner on November 15th 

The traditional Harvest Thanksgiving Dinner will be the menu for the 

November Mariner’s meeting. The meeting will take place on Friday, 

November 15th at 6:00 p.m. under the co-ordination and inspiration of 

host/hostess Tom & Virginia Bathe. While this is not a potluck, 

contributions are welcomed and are being planned through the Bathes. 

Harvest family and friends are invited to this delicious dinner. A sign up 

sheet for attendance will be available on November 3th and 10th.  

Congregational Meeting on November 17th 

Our annual Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday, November 17th, at the 

close of the worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to elect Elders and 

Deacons, and members of the Nominating Committee. 

Shoebox Collection/Dedication Day, November 24th 

It is that time of year again to be packing shoeboxes. Collection will be on 

Sunday, November 24th. Pre-printed plastic boxes can be purchased online 

or at www.hobbylobby.com. There are several changes this year. No candy. 

No toothpaste. Cost for shipping is $9.00/box.  

Harvest Baskets 

Even in this valley which produces so much of the nation’s food, there 

is still hunger. Stanislaus County has a food insecurity rate of 26.5% 

(higher than California’s 12.5%, based on latest data from 2014). A 

majority of students in Ceres schools qualify for free or reduced fee 

meals. Each year we give thanks to God at Thanksgiving by 

contributing to the local food program which operates out of the 

Seventh Day Adventist Church on Central Avenue. Envelopes will be 

on the table in the entryway each Sunday in November. Please remember the hungry, and 

volunteer some of your time to this worthy cause. And give thanks for the faithful volunteers 

from Harvest that help with feeding the hungry: Martha McNamara, Kate Hendrix and Patty 

Correia! 

Time Change, November 3rd 

Please change your clocks BACK one hour this Saturday evening 

when you go to bed, as we go back to Standard Time. I thought we 

voted on this last year, but it has not been put into effect by our 

legislature. Enjoy the extra hour of sleep!  
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Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Harvest Leadership 2019 

  Deacons   

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) (2021) 

Patty Correia (2021) 

Kate Hendrix (2020) 

Nora McKinsey (2020) 

Nawatha Reed (2019) 

Judy Salyer (2019) 

   Elders    

Tom Bennett (Finance/Nominating) (2021) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) (2020) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission/Personnel) (2019) 

Staci Edwards (Personnel/Worship) (2019) 

Brandy Meyer (Youth/Outreach/Nominating)(2021) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) (2020) 

Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Bonnie Middleton—secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 2:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Fridays: 8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 28 
 
 
 

29 30  
 
 
 
 
HYPE—5:30 pm 

31 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study– 8:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00am 
 

2 Presbytery  

Mtg. (Geneva)- 
9:00 am 
Bookkeeper in 
Office 9:00 am 

 
 

3 Communion 

— 10:30 am 
 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 
AA—7:00 pm 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
HYPE—5:30 pm 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir—5:30 pm 

8 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study– 8:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00am 

Deacons– 
12:00 noon 

9 

10 Worship— 

10:30 am 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 
AA—7:00 pm 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

13 
 
 
 
HYPE—5:30 pm 
Persephone 
Guild—7:00pm 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir—5:30 pm 

15 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study– 8:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00am 
Mariners– 6:00 
pm 

16 
Bookkeeper in 
Office 9:00 am 

17 Worship 

— 10:30 am 
Congregational 
Meeting 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 
AA—7:00 pm 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
HYPE—5:30 pm 

21 
Session —
12:00-2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir—5:30pm 

22 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study– 8:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00am 

23 

24 Worship 

— 10:30 am 
End of the 
Month Potluck 

25 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 
AA—7:00 pm 

26 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
HYPE—5:30 pm 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study– 8:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00am 

30 
Bookkeeper in 
Office 9:00 am 

 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

Susan Bennett 

Warren Cawley 

Nora McKinsey 

Frank Reed 

Ruth Strange 

Bettye Welsh 

Other Concerns: 

 

Sunday School Schedule*  

11/3 Beth Stochl, Lynsie Salyer, Judy Salyer 

(Alternate) 

11/10 Anette Arias, Lynsie Salyer, Martha 

McNamara (Alternate) 

11/17 Brandy Meyer, Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha 

Reed (Alternate) 

11/24  Staci Edwards, Lynsie Salyer, Patti 

Arbizu (Alternate) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Bonnie Middleton if you have any conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

4—Greg Edwards 

10—Isabel McKay 

25—Tom Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

7—Warren & Cyndy Cawley 

10—Brandy & Keith Meyer 

14—Kenneth & Martha McNamara 

 


