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April is a significant month for me. The first church service I ever attended as an adult 

was in Sunday, April 18, 1976. I remember very little about the service, really. I do 

remember that I was wearing denim overalls and a clean t-shirt. (Hey, it was the 70’s 

and I was not a church kid.) I had two overwhelming feelings. First, I was grossly 

underdressed. Everyone there was “dressed to the nines”, and expression that 

continues to puzzle me as to its origin. The other feeling was that God was in that 

church, with those people.  

In September of 1975, I began my sophomore year at UC Davis (Go Aggies!). One of 

my dorm mates was named Mark, and he had just become a Christian. His stated goal, 

he told me, was to convert me that year. I did not take kindly to that, but at the same time I was 

intrigued. So throughout the year, I began having conversations with other Christians. I began reading 

the Bible for myself. I had many more questions than answers, but at least I was asking questions. 

Home for Spring Break, I told my mom that Sunday morning that I was going to church. I do not 

remember her reaction, though “total shock” would not be out of the question.  

Around that time, I was both intrigued by Jesus and repelled by 

Christians. I felt as though Jesus were violating my personal 

space, that I was being forced into some sort of decision about 

what I believed. And so I began to lash out at any Christian who 

spoke with me. My friend, Mark, knowing that Easter was 

coming, kept challenging me about the resurrection of Jesus. He 

said if I could disprove the resurrection, he’d leave me alone. 

Glad to have an honorable way to get rid of this Christian pest! 

I began to read and study the resurrection of Jesus. I read about 

the various non-resurrection explanations: the disciples stole the 

body, the women went to the wrong tomb, Jesus had not died 

on the cross but only fainted, there was no historical figure of 

Jesus but rather then old myth of springtime rebirth, etc. I’d 

latch on to these, and then read how they didn’t match the facts. I was increasingly incensed, and 

desperate. I was feeling trapped. Maybe Jesus really was who he said he was. And if he was, then I 

was on the wrong side. I had to do something, but what? So I found myself in church on Easter 

Sunday. Somehow, it felt right. 

I shared with Mark and a few others that I needed a summer job. They told me that they’d pray for 

me. I laughed. What would praying about it do? A few days later, I got a call from my uncle asking if 

I would be interested in working for him that summer. Whoa! May there IS a God! 

Several weeks later, I began working a summer job (even before school was out) in San Leandro for 

Crown Zellerbach. It was in their Research and Development Lab, and we were experimenting with 

different plastics that would make potato chip bags. There were six adult operators, and six college 

student helpers. I was paid the unseemly sum of $5.01 an hour as a Kelly Temp.  



Of the six adult machine operators, five had become Christians in the 

previous year. The work was such that after an hour of working really 

hard, there was about a 90 minute stretch where we just watched the 

machines run. During that time, these men would hold an informal 

Bible study. They began reading through the New Testament, and 

whenever they hit a place that they didn’t understand, they’d stop and 

discuss it. And so, not yet a Christian, I was given a purple New 

Testament and began reading the Bible with a group of men. 

Several weeks went by, and I was commuting from Davis to San 

Leandro for work, and then back again for classes. It was on one of 

those commutes, just after crossing the Carquinez Bridge, where I 

surrendered my life to Jesus Christ. I had learned enough to believe that Jesus was who he said he 

was, and that I could trust Him with my life.  

Fast forward nineteen years to Saturday, April 22, 1995. I stood before a Presbyterian congregation in 

South Pasadena and recited the vows of ordination. Hymns were sung. Scripture read. Sermons 

preached. Sins confessed. Charges were given. Hands were laid on me. Prayers were made. It was the 

culmination of years of hard work. I once thought the work was mine, but it was God who had worked 

to get me to that place. And my work was just beginning. 

God uses people to help other people. Frail. Broken. Imperfect. Loved. 

As we celebrate the dying and rising of Jesus Christ, and all the benefits that flow from that event, let 

us remember that there are many others for whom our Lord sacrificed his perfect life. And He 

continues to call them to Himself. We can be obstacles or on-ramps. Let’s choose the latter. He is 

risen! He is risen, indeed! 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) Palm Sunday is April 9th, and Easter is April 16th. Invite your family and friends. 

2) We’re holding a Work Day on April 8th from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. We hope to do some cleanup 

and repairs, preparing the church campus for those guests who will come on Easter Sunday. Come 

help out! 

3) We are planning an Easter Eggstravaganza Event on April 15th. Our hope is to engage people with 

fun and games, and invite them to our Easter Service. We need your help. See Brandy Meyer for 

details. 

4) We continue to pursue a Choir Director. We are grateful for Lisa Highest's directing the choir on 

Sundays, and for Michele’s wonderful guidance as the choir chooses songs to sing. If you know 

anyone who might be remotely interested, please let the office know the contact information. 

Please continue to pray. 



Amazon smile is an excellent opportunity to support the church 

without donating your money or time. Amazon smile is a way to 

support a charitable organization every time you shop online at no cost 

to you. In order to participate simply go to “smile.amazon.com” and type in “Harvest Presbyterian 

Church” into the search bar in the lower left corner. Then be sure to select our church in Ceres, CA. 

You can then follow the on-screen instructions to help you finish getting connected to Amazon Smile. 

After you have finished the on-screen instructions, all you have to do is shop online and 0.5% of your 

purchase will be given to Harvest Presbyterian Church! Not all purchases will donate to Harvest; 

however, any item labeled “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” will work. Do you already have an 

amazon account? If so, when you are directed to the home page of amazon, simply log in and all 

purchases will be linked to your account. Please tell your friends and family! 

Harvest Mariner’s Meet on April 21 

At our meeting on March 17th, (St. Patrick’s Day!) we hosted a traditional 

corned beef and cabbage dinner. Pat Cousins interviewed Nora McKinsey and 

Patti Arbizu about their Irish Heritage. About forty people attended and it was 

lovely. 

This month, Candy Brown will share about her Guatemala Trip with her church. All Harvest 

members and friends are invited. Bring something to share for the potluck meal.  



 

Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Church Fax  (209) 537-1869  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 8:00a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 3:30p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

Friday: 8:00a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Pat Cousins 

Martha McNamara 

Nawatha Reed 

Linda Sherman 

Myrna Wilhite (Treasurer) 

 

Elders 

Patti Arbizu (Personnel) 

Susan Bennett (Communications) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (CE) 

Brandy Meyer (CE/Youth) 

Wilson Kailiponi (Worship) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
Communion — 
10:30 a.m. 

3 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 p.m. 

4 5 

 

 
 

Harvest Youth 
—7:00p.m. 
 

6 
Alpha Circle—
9:30 a.m. 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

7 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

1 

 

8 
Work Day—
8:00 a.m. 

9 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 

10 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 p.m. 

11 

 

12 

 

 
 

Harvest Youth 
—7:00p.m. 

13 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

14 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

Deacons—
12:00 p.m. 

15 
Easter 
Eggstavaganza 
Event—10:00 
a.m. 

16 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

Fellowship 15 
— 11:45 a.m. 

17 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 p.m. 

18 19 
 

 

Session Mtg—
2:30 p.m. 

 

Harvest Youth 
—7:00p.m. 

20 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

21 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

 

 

Mariners—
6:00 p.m. 

22 

23 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

24 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 p.m. 

25 26 

 

 
 

Harvest Youth 
—7:00p.m. 

27 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

28 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

29 

30 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

End of the 
Month Potluck 

1 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 p.m. 

2 3 

 

 
 

Harvest Youth 
—7:00p.m. 

4 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

5 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

6 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 Virginia Irons (hospice care) 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Alice Visser (English Oaks) 

March Sunday School Schedule* 

4/2 Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Anette Arias 

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Judy Salyer, 

 Brandy Meyer (Alternate) 

4/9 Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Nawatha 

 Reed 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Staci Edwards, 

 Patti Arbizu (Alternate) 

4/16 Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Patti Arbizu, 

 Nawatha Reed (Alternate) 

4/23 Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Judy Salyer 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Staci Edwards, 

 Brandy Meyer (Alternate) 

4/30   Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Brandy Meyer 

    K-3rd: Cyndy Cawley, Beth Stochl,              

    Marth McNamara (Alternate) 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer if 

you have any conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1—Virginia Irons 

9—Jacob Holleman 

22—Hannah Holleman 

22—Frank Reed 

29—Kendall Meyer 

 

 

 

 

 

30—Richard & Isabel McKay 


