
It has been a great joy, and challenge, to read and preach through The King’s 

Speech (The Sermon on the Mount) these past months. King Jesus addresses 

Christian Character in the Beatitudes, and then all sorts of topics that he 

wants his followers to know and do. Last week, the topic was on “worry”, 

and it hit home. 

We can spend a lot of time in worry, dreading the future, imagining how bad 

things can be. By worrying, we borrow tomorrow’s troubles for today. Well, 

Jesus says each day has enough trouble. I think part of what Jesus means is 

that just as there is enough trouble for each day, there is enough of God’s 

grace for each day. That is what in the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus taught us to pray 

for “daily bread.” Bread enough for today. Grace enough for today.  

Worry wants absolute assurance that we have, safely in the bank, a lifetime’s 

supply of grace (and food, and clothes, etc.) But this is not to be the way of 

the follower of Jesus. Each day, we trust God for the day. 

I once heard a pastor speak (at a wedding) on the Wedding at Cana in John 

2. The wedding had been set, and during the feast, the wine ran out. Jesus 

was called to save the day, and he turned six large stone jars of water into 

wine. The pastor said that we often think Jesus waved his hands and all that 

water immediately turned into wine.  

However, he imagined that what really happened was that when the wine 

steward dipped his ladle into the stone water jar, he dipped it into water. 

And when he pulled it out, it was wine. (The Bible doesn’t say how it happened, so we are free to use 

our sanctified imagination!) 

The pastor’s point was this: God gives us grace every day, so dip your needs into God’s grace every 

day. Bring your troubles to God, ever day, and get what you need. We are just not promised a lifetime 

of grace in advance. Life is a journey of trusting God. Daily. Hourly. 

In Worry Less, Live More, Robert J. Morgan illustrates the fact that many in society are very 

conscious of anxiety: 

“Amazon keeps track of your highlights. When e-book owners mark sentences, the online 

retailer knows and notes it. Recently Amazon released a list of the most popular passages in 

some of its bestselling books, such as The Hunger Games, the Harry Potter series, and Pride 

and Prejudice. Also released, the most highlighted passage in the Holy Bible. I expected 

America’s favorite biblical portion to be John 3:16, Psalm 23, or the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 

6:9-13.  

“But, no, it was a less prominent text, but one that’s striking a deep cord in today’s worried 

world. It was Philippians 4:6-7:  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

One person has summarized these wonderful verses this way: Worry about nothing. Pray about 

everything! That’s really good! 
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“Worry is not believing 

God will get it right, and 

bitterness is believing 

God got it wrong.” — 

Tim Keller 



There is nothing wise or spiritual about worry. We do ourselves harm when we worry. We do our 

neighbors harm when we worry. And we miss the joys and excitement of trusting God when we 

worry. 

So let us heed the words of Jesus: “Stop worrying!” 

“We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) We’ll finish our study through The King’s Speech (The Sermon on the Mount) on June 2nd.  

2) I’ve read 20 books so far this year, and would encourage you to read, read, read! 

3) I’ve walked over 1,200 miles so far this year, averaging over 10 miles a day, and I would 

encourage you to walk, walk, walk! 

4) J-P Moran, our Administrative Assistant, is taking a long-planned vacation with his family. He 

left on April 29, and will return to the office on June 9th. I will be in the office the usual 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you’d like to volunteer to answer 

phones, or fold bulletins, or address letters, please let me know. Thanks! 

New Member Class on May 18th 

On Saturday, May 18th, we’ll be holding a New Member Class for anyone interested 

in finding out more about Harvest, including our beliefs, our practices, our mission. 

The class will be informal, and at Pastor Jim and Beth’s home beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

It end no later than 12:00 noon. For more information, please contact Pastor Jim. Or 

write “Membership” on the blue Connect Cards in the Worship Center, and turn the 

card in at the time of the offering. 

Town Hall Discussion on May 19th at 6:00 p.m. 

On Sunday, May 19th, we’ll be holding a Town Hall Discussion at 6:00 p.m.. This will 

be a chance to discuss issues and opportunities facing Harvest. Dessert will be served. 

The meeting will last no more than one hour. So bring your questions, your concerns, 

and your sweet tooth to the Town Hall Discussion on May 19th! 

Presbytery Grant 

The Finance Committee has ben working on a grant request from the Stockton 

Presbytery. We are seeking to use the Legacy gift from Florence Bloemendaal as 

seed money for a 2-for-1 match by the Presbytery. Among the projects on our list 

are, (1) sealing the parking lots, (2) LED lights for the parking lots, (3) Large 

screen TV and cart for Worship Center, (4) funding for work with Youth for Christ at Mae Hensley, 

(5) LED lights for the Worship Center, (6) more efficient cooling for the Chapel, (7) hearing 

assistance equipment for the Worship Center, (8) MP3 recorder, and MP3 devices for shut-ins to use, 

(9) hand rails for the Worship Center stage. We’d love your input on these, and any other projects you 

wish us to pursue. We are hoping for a grant of $45,000 from the Stockton Presbytery.  
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Harvest Mariners Potluck Dinner, May 17th 

At Mariners in April, Pastor Jim’s thoughtful meditation on Good Friday and 

Betty Baughman’s focus on Easter music were appreciated. Linda Sherman 

decorated each table with Easter symbols and a generous potluck was shared. 

Our last 2019 meeting before the three month summer recess will be on Friday 

May 17 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Keith Meyer of Harvest will be presenting an 

exhibition and explanation of his artistic talent in painting flags. He recently was 

featured at an "Artist Spotlight" at the Ceres Community Center. 

May will also be the time to determine Mariners’ leadership for the 2019-2010 year which will 

commence September 20. Perhaps it is time for new crew? For what might you volunteer? 

The Harvest Mariners are part of the National Presbyterian Mariners is an adult service and fellowship 

organization founded in 1927. The goals of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, helping individual and families 

progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 

All are invited. See you there! 

Presbytery News: Merger Being Discussed 

Harvest is one of the churches in the Stockton Presbytery. With many of its churches 

leaving to form a new denomination in 2014, the presbytery is too small to exist on 

its own. A small task force at the Synod of the Pacific has been meeting to determine 

possible solutions. They have come up with four possible solutions.  

1) All of Stockton Presbytery (churches and geography) merges with Sacramento 

Presbytery  

2) All of Stockton Presbytery (churches and geography) merges with San Joaquin Presbytery  

3) Portion of Stockton Presbytery merges with San Joaquin Presbytery and a portion merges with 

Sacramento Presbytery (likely ½ north and ½ south at San Joaquin/Stanislaus County line)  

4) All of Stockton Presbytery churches merge with Sacramento Presbytery, and Merced and 

Mariposa Counties merge into San Joaquin Presbytery with resource funding to plant new 

churches in those counties.  

At our last session meeting, we voted unanimously for option #3. This is an advisory vote, and is not 

official yet. The Synod will meet in May and then in October, and make a recommendation to the 

General Assembly next June. The General Assembly will make a decision then. 

Sacramento and San Joaquin are both solid presbyteries, and we would do well either way.  

In the meantime, not much will change, so do not worry. If you have questions, please talk it over 

with Pastor Jim.  
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

J-P Moran —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Harvest Leadership 2019 

  Deacons   

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) (2021) 

Patty Correia (2021) 

Kate Hendrix (2020) 

Nora McKinsey (2020) 

Nawatha Reed (2019) 

Judy Salyer (2019) 

   Elders    

Tom Bennett (Finance/Nominating) (2021) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) (2020) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission/Personnel) (2019) 

Staci Edwards (Personnel/Worship) (2019) 

Brandy Meyer (Youth/Outreach/Nominating)(2021) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) (2020) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28  
Worship— 
10:30 a.m. 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

29 

 

 

 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

30 

 

1 

 

2 
Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

Choir 5:30 pm 

 

3  Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Campus Life— 
2:00pm 

 

4 Bookkeeper 

in Office (9:00am) 
 

5 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 
 

6 

 

 

 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

Choir 5:30 pm 

 

10 Harvest 

Men (My Garden 

Café)– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Campus Life— 
2:00 pm 

11 

 

12 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

13 
Finance Mtg— 

10:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

14 
 

15 
Praise Team— 

6:00 pm 

 

16 

Session—   
12:00 p.m. 

Choir 5:30 pm 

 

17 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00 am 

Campus Life— 
2:00 pm 

 

Mariners 6:00 pm 

18 

Bookkeeper in 
Office (9:00am) 

New Member 
Class (9:00 a.m.) 

19 Worship 

— 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

Town Hall 
Meeting 6:00 

20 

 

 

 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

21 
 

22 

 

23 
Choir 5:30 pm 

 

24 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Campus Life— 
2:00 pm 

25 

26  
Worship — 
10:30 am 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

28 

 

29 

 

30 
Choir 5:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

31 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Campus Life— 
2:00 pm 

1 
Bookkeeper in 
Office — 9:00 
am 
 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

John Baughman  

Susan Bennett 

Warren Cawley 

Naomi Mitchell 

Dorothy Nelson 

Ruth Strange 

Bettye Welsh 

Other Concerns: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6—Susan Bennett 

7—John Baughman 

14—Devon James 

23—Denny Goss 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday School Schedule *  

5/5 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Lynsie Salyer, 

 (Patti Arbizu) 

5/12 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Lynsie Salyer, 

 (Judy Salyer) 

5/19 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Lynsie Salyer,  

 (Martha McNamara) 

5/26 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Lynsie Salyer,  

 (Nawatha Reed) 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

J-P if you have any conflicts or questions. 


