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One of the famous stories about the coming of Jesus is the one 
where a very pregnant Mary and her husband, Joseph, enter 
Joseph’s ancestral home, Bethlehem. They are there because 
some bureaucrat in Rome has determined that they ought to take 
a census, count up all the people. So after traveling almost 100 
miles, with a very pregnant wife, Joseph’s group made it. And 

what did they find awaiting them?  

Luke 2:7 says, “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 

No place, no room for a very pregnant woman and her husband, and her child. Her child, 
who would become the Savior of the world, the One whom every knee will bow and 
tongue confess is Lord, to the glory of God. No place for Him. No room for Him. 

It sounds like our lives today, doesn’t it? No room for Jesus. We are just so busy. There 
are cards to write, cookies to bake, presents to buy, presents to wrap, mail to read, mail 
to send, traffic to fight. This doesn’t even take into account the emails, texts, Facebook, 
Instagram, Foursquare, Google+, and dozens of other online interruptions to our day. 
Interruptions? Sometimes it seems more like a full-time job! 

But all that busy-ness leaves us with very little time and energy to sit still, listen to God, 
tell God our hopes and dreams and troubles, and read from the Bible. It leaves us hurried 
and harried, with little spiritual relief. Jesus did not come to make busy people even 
busier.  

So what should we do? What more can we do? I don’t know if we can handle one more 
thing! 

Let’s try several things during this Advent season.  

First, let’s unplug from our electronic leashes. Cell phones. Computers. Email. Facebook. 
Movies. Sports. 10,000 channels of television. 

Second, in their place, let us devote some time each day to reading again the Christmas 
Story in Matthew 1-2 or Luke 2. Reading it. Meditating on it. Praying. Listening to 
Christmas music of a spiritual nature. Let us carve out space in our lives for Jesus. 

Third, let’s think about not only our families, but those who are strangers to us. Many 
people are especially lonely during the holidays. Consider visiting one person, or inviting 
one stranger to coffee at Starbucks. Consider singing with us as we go Christmas caroling 
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later in the month. Let us serve someone who cannot pay us back, and in this way serve 
Jesus. 

Let us not lose sight of the real reason for the season. Let us not have so much going on 
in our lives that we have no room for Jesus. Open your lives and hearts to Jesus. That’s 
why He came! 

–SDG, Pastor Jim Stochl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Notes 

1. Last year, a group of people gathered at Harvest, and then spent a few hours 
Christmas caroling together. I am hoping we do the same this year, though no date or 
time has been determined. 

2. We will celebrate a Christmas Eve service at 6:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Bring friends 
and the family. It will consist of Christmas songs and readings from the Christmas 
story. 

3. Each Sunday in Advent, we’d love for congregation members to read a brief litany and 
to light one of the candles on the Advent Wreath. If you’d like to do this, please let 
Pastor Jim or Karen Edwards know. 

4. The church budget usually counts on end of year generosity. Once again, a generous 
soul has agreed to match up to $5,000 in additional giving during December. If you 
want your gift to be part of the matching fund, just put “Matching” in the memo line of 
your check. Remember, this is additional giving which is above and beyond your 
regular giving. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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Collection for 

Inter-Faith  

10:30—Worship /

Communion 

12:00—Mariner’s 

Board Meeting 

10:30—Worship  

DECEMBER 2014 

6:00 p.m.— 

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

6:00 p.m.— 

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

10:30—Worship  

10:00 a.m.— 

Women’s Bible 

Study at  

Margaret  

Kuglin’s  

1:00 p.m.— 

Deacons 

Meeting 

6:00 p.m.— 

Praise Practice 

7:00 p.m.— 

Choir Practice 

6:00 p.m.— 

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

6:00 p.m.— 

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

6:00 p.m.— 

Praise Practice 

10:00 a.m.— 

Women’s Bible 

Study @ Kuglins 

9:30 a.m.— 

Alpha Circle  

Meets 

6:00 p.m.— 

Praise Practice 

7:00 p.m.— 

Choir Practice 

6:00 p.m.— 

Session Meets 

10:30—Worship  

10:00 a.m.— 

Women’s Bible 

Study at  

Margaret  

Kuglin’s  

6:00 p.m.— 

Mariner’s  

Potluck 

6:00 p.m.— 

Christmas Eve 

Service 
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Trunks and Treats Attract    

Guests In Spite of Rain!   

Many prayers for rain in the valley were answered  just before  

Harvest’s annual Trunk or Treat  Halloween event  was to begin.  

Our prayers for children to come  and see God’s word and love 

through “trunk stories” and treats, in spite of inclement 

weather, were answered too.   

 

Children and adults came and listened  and gave 

thanks for our willingness to stand in the rain and 

witness while giving  treats to the children.  Nine 

decorated trunks and four games were available 

to the 200 plus children to enjoy.  The well-staffed kitchen crew kept popcorn flowing 

and candy containers filled.    Rain soaked volunteers remained  true to the cause of 

giving out God’s Word.   

 

Many pounds of candy and a bags of popcorn left 

after the event ended were donated to the Red 

Shield Center and Modesto Gospel Mission for the 

enjoyment of their youth. 

  

Thank you God and Everyone who gave their time, talent and treasure to the event.
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Your Gift of Love and Support Keeps on                          

Growing Around the World !  

 Inspiring others to share in the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox program to 

give “love and the Word of God” to underprivileged children around the world has 

been my goal since I became involved in the program fourteen years ago, however this 

year because of being selected to actually hand-out shoebox gifts to children in Rwanda, 

Africa and experience the joy and hear about life changing events because of them, it 

has become a more passionate goal.   

 First, I want to thank all of you who prayerfully and financially helped me go to 

Rwanda.  It truly was a “life changing experience” and one that will stay with me 

forever.   Since then I have been able to share my experience in 10 other church 

services, 3 private schools and 2 organizations.   The overwhelming response of people 

to the call to “pack just 1 more box” has been gratifying. 

 Having people ask, “Where can I get a box to pack?” and seeing the youngest child 

learning to pack a box with a “buddy” at Brethren Heritage School to the older man 

attending worship in Escalon saying he could pack a box is truly God working in their 

hearts and hands.  A child somewhere will receive that shoebox and know the love of 

Jesus and concern of a caring friend. 

National Collection Sunday last month saw Harvesters respond positively to the call 

to pack more boxes as we received 144 boxes, plus another 115 boxes packed by 

children at the Brethren Heritage School.  This is our highest number since 2006.  

Praise GOD and Thank YOU 
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 Regular Prayer List 

 
 
 Assisted Living:   
 Mildred Vine— 
  Paramount Court 
 Donna McRae— 
  Paramount Court (memory care) 
 Mabel Cronan— 
  The Stratford Place 

  
 
 Health Issues:  
 Virginia Irons 
 Roger Morrow 
 Dorothy Nelson 
 Bill Sperry 
  

Stockton Presbytery Prayer List  
for December 

 
December 7—First Presbyterian: Columbia 
  Pastor: Janet Russell  
  Cindy Hamilton 
 

December 14—Committee On Ministry 
  Stockton Presbytery 
  George Shabaz, HR 
 

December 21—Committee on Preparation
   For Ministry 
  Stockton Presbytery 
  Carrie Lane 
 

December 28—Community Presbyterian 
  Gustine  
  Pastor: Mark Hollingsworth 
  Mike McLellan, HR 

  

Ceres School’s Prayer List  
for December 

 

December 7—Ceres Unified School  
  Board Member: Lourdes Perez 
  
 

December 14—Ceres Unified School  
  Board Member: Teresa Guerrero 
 
 

December 21—Ceres Unified School  
  Board Member: Faye Lane 
 
 

December 28—Ceres Unified School  
  Board Member: Jim Kinard 
  Board Member: Mike Welsh 
 
 

If your birthday or  anniversary has not  been 
listed,  please call the office and  let us know. 

 1—Judy Salyer 

 2—Patricia Cousins 

 7—Florence Bloemendaal 

 9—Gayle Goss 

17—Roger Morrow 

24—Anette Arias 

26—Art Johnston 

27—Marlin Sena 

27—Linda Sherman 

23— Clark & Debbie Pearson 

27—John & Betty Baughman 
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IT’S NOT GOODBYE, IT’S TIL’ WE MEET AGAIN… 
 
 

This is the hardest thing I will ever write.  Officially, December 31st will be my last day 
at Harvest Presbyterian Church as your Church Secretary, unless God provides a new 
job for me before then.  Due to some circumstances within the church I am being let 
go.  I go with sadness, as well as happiness.  
 
Sadness in that, I will miss each and every one of you.  In some way each person has 
impacted my life.  I have been blessed by many here in my years at Harvest.  Whether 
by holding my hand as I have cried or laughed, hugged me with joy in just seeing my 
face or by me seeing yours, watching my babies grow, or just that perfectly timed 
phone call when either you needed to talk or something made you call me so that I 
could talk.   
 
I’ve watched all of you through these many years. It has been hard to see some of 
“my” people go, whether it be to move away or to go to the Lord. I simply want to say 
“Thank you”.  Thank you for caring for me as a person and caring for my family.   
 
I go with happiness in knowing that God must have a “bigger” plan for me and how I 
am to serve Him.   
 
With Love, 
Brenda Collins 
 
 
 
 



Church Information 
Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 
 

Emails: 
Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 
General Email— harvestpres@att.net 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 
Brenda Collins— secretary@harvestpres.org  

POSTAGE HARVEST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1813 Moffet Road 
Ceres, CA 95307 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Mariner’s Potluck & Meeting 
 

 

December 19, 2014 

at 6:00 p.m. 

At Harvest Presbyterian Church In the Chapel 

Potluck, bring your own place setting, $1 per person 

Come and enjoy some Christmas fun. 

Everyone is welcome!!!! 


