
The Harvester March 2018 

I’ve always like Easter Eggs. Especially the Cadbury Caramel kind! There is 

much we can learn from the humble Easter Egg. 

Eggs are a sign of life, as chicken eggs are laid with the hope of baby chicks 

being hatched. This is similar to Jesus emerging from his tomb on Easter 

Sunday morning is a sign of life, eternal life.  

Easter Eggs, without the candy in them, are 

empty, just as Jesus’ tomb was empty on Easter 

Sunday morning. 

But the term “Easter Egg” has developed a 

whole new meaning in the digital world in which 

we live.  

In addition to being a decorated or plastic egg, an “Easter Egg” is an 

unexpected feature in a piece of computer software or on a DVD, often 

included as a joke or a bonus.  

Beginning March 11, a four week sermon series looks at the hidden “Easter Eggs” or prophecies about 

Jesus in the Old Testament, and what they mean for the Easter story today. Each week connects a 

specific Old Testament prophecy about Jesus’ death and resurrection with a correlating New 

Testament passage that explains its significance. By examining the importance of Biblical prophecy 

and its role in Christian faith, this series uncovers the great rescue plan Heaven had for humanity all 

along—one Easter Egg at a time. 

March 11  Genesis 3:1-19 Easter Eggs: Discover the Plan 

March 18  Isaiah 53  Easter Eggs: Discover the Promise 

March 25  Psalm 22  Easter Eggs: Discover the Price 

April 1 (Easter) Exodus 12  Easter Eggs: Discover the Purpose 

Last year, we used EcoPalms for our Palm Sunday celebration. By choosing Ecopalms for Palm 

Sunday we promote environmental and social justice. How? 

Promote Social Justice 

 Harvesting palms is an important source of income but gatherers receive a low price 

 Gatherers will receive a higher price for their “fair trade” palms improving their income. 

 Promote Environmental Stewardship 

 Palms protect valuable natural forests because they provide income to forest communities. 

 Palms will be “sustainably” harvested and managed protecting the palms and the forests they 

need for shade. 

Why a “Fair Trade” Palm? 

 To improve income and living conditions for  the communities gathering the palm. 

 To protect the palms and  the important forests from which they are gathered through 

sustainable harvest programs. 

Did You Know? 

 Approximately 308 million palm fronds were consumed in the United States in 1998. 

From the Pastor 



 Palm purchases for Palm Sunday may be worth up to 4.5 million dollars/year. 

 A congregation of 1,100 to 1,500 members will order approximately 700 palm fronds for Palm 

Sunday services. 

 Palm gathering actually protects valuable natural forests. 

 At least half of the farmers in the Central Peten of Guatemala earn additional income from 

harvesting fronds and, more than a quarter of household heads support themselves exclusively 

by collecting fronds. 

 Each palm plant produces 2 to 5 harvestable leaves over a 2 to 4 month period. 

“We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

 Notes: 

1) Palm Sunday is March 25, and Easter is April 1st! Invite your family and friends. 

2) We’re holding a Work Day on March 17th from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. We hope to do some 

cleanup and repairs, preparing the church campus for those guests who will come on Easter 

Sunday. Come help out! 

3) We are planning an Easter Eggstravaganza Event on March 31st. Our hope is to engage 

people with fun and games, and invite them to our Easter Service. We need your help. See 

Brandy Meyer for details. 

4) LOVE Ceres will take place on April 21, 2018. Several church pastors and leaders have 

formed a leadership team, and are hoping the churches in Ceres will show the community 

how much God loves them through our actions. 

5) Our Prayer Meeting is Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. for about 30 minutes. We’d love for you 

to come pray about the concerns of the church and the world. 

Harvest Mariners Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner, March 16th 

In February, Brandy Meyer gave an interesting presentation on the Ceres Water Tower. It was a great 

evening. 

At our meeting on March 16th, at 6:00 p.m., we will host a traditional corned beef and cabbage 

dinner. All Harvest members and friends are invited. The meal will be $6 per 

person and you can sign up on Sunday mornings in the narthex.  

The Harvest Mariners are part of the National Presbyterian Mariners is an adult 

service and fellowship organization founded in 1927. The goals of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, helping 

individual and families progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 
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7 Ways to Invite People to Easter Sunday 

Let’s face it. Sometimes, inviting friends or neighbors to church can be uncomfortable. Sadly, this 

is because many of us don’t do it very often. We are out of practice! 

But what’s a better time to change our habits, make a fresh start, and extend the love of Christ to 

those around us than Easter Sunday—the day of new life, resurrection, and hope? 

Relationship always starts with an invitation, from one person to another. Here are some ways you 

can extend Easter invitations to those around you: 

1. Pray for them by name, before inviting them. 

Ask God to go before you, and create a smooth path of conversation for you. Praying for the 

person will also ease your nerves and put things in appropriate perspective. 

2. Pair the invitation with food or hospitality. 

Invite them to coffee before the service or lunch afterward with you and your family. Tell them 

the menu! Explain there’s plenty of food, and you’d be honored to have them as your guest. 

3. Pick them up at their house that morning and ride to church together. 

Walking into a new church can be intimidating for your friend, as can figuring out your 

meeting-spot, navigating the unfamiliar parking lot, and making decisions about childcare (if 

necessary). Take the guesswork out of it for them! 

4. Be specific. 

Don’t speak in generalities. It’s easier for people to say “no” to an incomplete invitation with 

vague details. Don’t just ask them if they’d like to attend Easter service with you. Tell them 

when it starts, when you’ll be leaving your house, when it will be over, where you plan to go to 

lunch afterward, etc. Then, see what they say! 

5. Have compassion toward their insecurities about church. 

If you know there are reasons they don’t usually attend church, be sensitive. Say, “I’m aware of 

some of your views about church, but if you’d at all be interested, my church is having a really 

amazing service on Sunday. I’ll be sitting right there with you, and I’d love for you to feel 

freedom to come if you are at all curious.”   

6. Use social media. 

You’ve already got the followers and the platform. Why overcomplicate things? Utilize your 

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts to invite people. Ask your followers to direct 

message you or text you if they want specific details.  

7. If all else fails…just ask! 

Don’t overthink it. When you’re at the store, out for a walk, working out at the gym, attending 

classes, or in the break room at work—just take a deep breath, smile, and ask!  

We would love to have you this Easter! 

 

Adapted from: http://brentwoodbaptist.com/articles/7-ways-to-invite-people-to-easter-sunday/ 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Mondays: 12:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 12:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 9:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Kate Hendrix 

Nora McKinsey 

Nawatha Reed 

Judy Salyer  

Linda Sherman 

 

Elders 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (Worship) 

Wilson Kailiponi (Worship) 

Brandy Meyer (Christian Education) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) 

 

Harvest Leadership 2018 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

End of the 
Month Potluck 

26 

 

 

 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

27 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

2   

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

3 
 

4 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 
 

5 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

 

6 
 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8  
 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

9  
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Deacons—
12:00 p.m. 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

13 
 

14 
 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

16 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00 am 

 

 

Mariners: 6:00 
pm 

17Workday– 

8:00 –11:00 am 

 
 

18 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

20 
Session—   
10:00 a.m. 

21 
 

 

 

 

22 

 
 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

23 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

24  Bettye 

Welsh Birthday 
Party—11:00 
am-3:00 pm 

25 Worship 

— 10:30 am 

 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

27 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

30 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

31 
 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 John Baughman 

 Warren Cawley 

 Virginia Irons 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin 

 Casey VanRys 

Sunday School Schedule*  

3/4 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Cyndy Cawley, Brandy Meyer, 

 Anette Arias (alternate) 

3/11 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Staci Edwards 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Judy Salyer, 

 Nawatha Reed (alternate) 

3/18 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Judy Salyer 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Anette Arias, 

 Martha McNamara (alternate) 

3/25 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed 

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Patti Arbizu, Beth 

 Stochl (alternate) 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

2—Kohl James 

20—Bettye Welsh 

25—Martha McNamara 

29—Brady Arias 

 


