
The Harvester  October 2014 

Jesus walked everywhere he went. He didn’t ride a camel, or take a taxi, or 
drive a car. He walked. At the beginning of the year, I decided to be more like 
Jesus. I decided to walk. 

As I write this, I have walked over 950 miles this year. I had been walking 
sporadically, but decided in January to make a more concerted effort at it. 
What really kicked me into gear was the challenge to walk 100 miles during 
Lent. Lent is 40 days, so I figured 2.5 miles a day would be doable. I did it, and 
then aimed for 150 miles between Easter and Pentecost, which was a three 
mile per day average. And so it has gone this year. In August, I averaged 5.5 
miles per day. I am hoping to finish the year having walked 1,500 miles. 

Mostly, I walk by the canals, especially when they have water. There is 
something about water for me, especially flowing water. I listen to music. I 
listen to podcasts. I listen to the Bible on MP3. I turn off the electronics and 
listen to the Lord. And I pray. 

I have felt the benefits of walking. I have not lost much weight, but I am in 
much better shape. A few years ago, walking two miles seemed like a 
daunting task. Now, two miles is just a good warmup. I hope sometime in the 
New Year to walk the boundary of Ceres, which is about 20 miles around, I 
think. 

The hardest thing for me is not the walking; it is getting out the door. Many 
days, I am tired, and just want to relax. But getting on my shorts, and socks, 
and shoes, and heading out the door leads to more energy and creativity. I tell 
myself, “Just get out the door.” 

I think it is the same in our spiritual lives, no matter what it is. Spiritual growth 
is hard work, and it must be intentional. Bible reading can be wonderful, but it 
can also be hard work. Prayer can be a blessing, but it also can be hard work. 
Reaching out to friends and neighbors can be wonderful, but it can also be 
hard work. Visiting those in the hospital can be wonderful, but it can also be 
hard work. Part of the secret to spiritual growth is to “get out the door.” 

We have a chance to “get out the door” with our Trunk or Treat event on 
October 31. We are planning for several people to decorate their vehicles with 
a Bible story, and hand out candy to children in the neighborhood. It is a way 
of getting to know our neighbors in a fun atmosphere. But is it hard work. We 
need people to decorate their trunks and hand out candy. We need people to 
host games. We need people who will welcome people and register those who 
might be interested in follow-up. 

I am continually surprised by how many kids, and parents and grandparents 
didn’t know anything about Joseph, or Jonah, or the Valley of Dry Bones. We 
can help pique their interest in the Bible, and in the God of the Bible. Contact 
Marilyn Sena or Margaret Kuglin, and volunteer! Last year, we had over 500 
kids go through our parking lot! Let’s do more this year. 

Some other events coming up in the next month or so: 

Hosting the Stockton Presbytery Meeting on Saturday, November 1, 2014. This 
is right after Trunk or Treat, but it is our privilege to host the presbytery 
meeting. 

Shoebox (Operation Christmas Child) will begin in October, with shoebox 
collection in November. 

A New Members Class on Saturday, October 11, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon at the Stochl home. 

On November 7, 2014 we will host a gathering to view Billy Graham’s video, 
“Heaven”. This will be a great opportunity to invite friends and family. 

I will be in Arizona for more baseball October 12-16. I will not miss either 
Sunday. I will be attending games with Pastor Paul Fandl of the Delhi 
Presbyterian Church. 

Outreach is hard work. But as we practice, as we work at it, we will get better 
at it. In order to do it, though, we need to get out the door. I am excited about 
the things God has in store for us. 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what 
God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9) 
SDG! 

Pastor Jim Stochl 
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MY HOPE “HEAVEN” 

God’s word says “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord of 
hosts.” Zechariah 4:5. We need to pray much for our friends, loved ones, and 
neighbors who need the Lord. Prayer is the vital part of this project. Put the 
names of your friends, neighbors, loved ones on the prayer card that is 
available in the Narthex and pray for them every day that God will give them 
the strong desire to come to the viewing of: My Hope, “HEAVEN”. Only God 
can give them the desire to see the film. It’s only by the Holy Spirit working in 
them that will urge them to come. Our work is to pray for them every day. 

“There must be prayer or nothing will happen” 
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Collection for 
Inter-Faith 
9:15— Bible 
Study 
10:30—
Worship 
/Communion 

9:15— Bible 
Study 
10:30—Worship 

October 2014 

HARVESTER 
DEADLINE 

6:00 p.m.— 
Church Prayer 
Meeting 

6:00 p.m.— 
Church Prayer 
Meeting 

9:15— Bible 
Study 
10:30—Worship 

9:15— Bible 
Study 
10:30—Worship 

10:00 a.m.— 
Women’s Bible 
Study @ Kuglins 
6:00 p.m.— 
Mariner’s 
Meeting & 
Potluck 

10:00 a.m.— 
Women’s Bible 
Study at 
Margaret 
Kuglin’s 
1:00 p.m.— 
Deacons 
Meeting 

10:00 a.m.— 
Women’s Bible 
Study at 
Margaret 
Kuglin’s 

Trunk and 
Treat 

6:00 p.m.— 
Praise Practice 
7:00 p.m.— 
Choir Practice 

6:00 p.m.— 
Church Prayer 
Meeting 

6:00 p.m.— 
Church Prayer 
Meeting 

6:00 p.m.— 
Praise Practice 
7:00 p.m.— 
Choir Practice 

6:00 p.m.— 
Praise Practice 

10:00 a.m.— 
Women’s Bible 
Study @ Kuglins 

9:30 a.m.— 
Alpha Circle 
Meets 
6:00 p.m.— 
Praise Practice 
7:00 p.m.— 
Choir Practice 

6:00 p.m.— 
Session Meets 

6:00 p.m.— 
Praise Practice 
7:00 p.m.— 
Choir Practice 

10:00 a.m.— 
Women’s Bible 
Study at 
Margaret 
Kuglin’s 

9—Noon 
New Member 
Class in the 
Stochl home 

2 p.m.— 
Kitty Tea Party 
(tickets $10—
proceeds to 
benefit the Cat 
Network of 
Stanislaus) See 
Linda Sherman 
for tickets 
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EVIDENCE OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH—Margaret Kuglin 

Many of us wonder “How do we know if we are growing spiritually?” We 
tend to look at others who we look up to and compare our selves with 
them. There are a few things that might measure our growth with the Lord. 
We think maybe more Bible reading, more prayer, more time at the church 
building or whatever we think might give us more growth. These all help 
but the most is our time with Jesus Christ. Here are some statements that 
might help you to measure your spiritual growth. 

We are increasingly aware of our sinfulness and weaknesses. 
Our response to sin in our life is quick to go to genuine repentance. We 

deal with the sin right away and never let it linger. 
Our spiritual battles become more and more intense and yet we are still 

rejoicing. 
We see trials and temptations as an opportunity for growth. 
We view service to Jesus as a high honor and not as a burden. We ask: 

“What does God want me to do?” 
We are able to view everything as coming from the Lord. All things, no 

matter what it is. 
We sense our faith growing stronger. Things that used to bother us don’t 

bother us any longer. 
We spend more time in worship and praise. Worshipping and praising God 

is more powerful when we sing. 
Our desires to obey God become more intense and sin is less attractive. 

We will want what God wants. 
We are more and more eager to share what Christ has done in our lives. It 

is hard to keep it to ourselves. 
We experience an ever increasing awareness of His presence, in 

everything we do. 
We guard our private devotional time. That is first and foremost in our 

lives. 
We love to spend time alone with God, loving to hear from Him and 

listening to what He has to say to us. 
The desire to give more, an increasing desire to give to the Lord’s work. 
We have a growing hunger in our hearts for God, He always satisfies when 

we spend time with Him. 
We will feel God’s love. God’s love for you and me does not change. 

Lord help me grow as a follower of Jesus Christ. I have had it my way too 
long. What ever I am holding on to in my life that I shouldn’t be, help me 
to give it over to You Lord. Help me to grow in the likeness of my Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Good News, 
Great Joy… 

 
Shoeboxes bring the word and love of God to children around 

the world and demonstrate in a tangible way that there are 
people who also care and want to share God’s love with them. 
Last year 9,930,074 children were able to experience that love 
and care through a Shoebox gift. 

Operation Christmas Child’s annual program will kick-off on 
Sunday, October 19, at Harvest Church. Packing a Shoebox is the 
beginning of a journey that may end with the lives of many 
children and adults being saved for Christ. 

Literature, packing guides and samples are available in the 
Narthex. This year’s goal of 10,000,000 Shoeboxes is easily 
attainable if everyone will pack “just one more box” than last 
year or if you’ve never packed a box, do so now. Items to include 
are hygiene, toys, school supplies and clothing for children ages 
4 to 14. 

For additional information or if you have questions see Marlin 
Sena, who recently returned from a distribution of Shoeboxes in 
Rwanda, Africa. He and his wife Marilyn are year round 
volunteers with the local OCC Gospel Opportunity Team. 
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Regular Prayer List 

Assisted Living:  
Mildred Vine— 

Paramount Court 
Donna McRae— 

Paramount Court (memory 
care) 

Mabel Cronan— 
The Stratford Place 

 

Health Issues:  
Lucy Gilliam 
Virginia Irons 
Roger Morrow 
Dorothy Nelson 
Bill Sperry 
 

Stockton Presbytery Prayer List 
for October 

Oct. 5—Trinity Presbyterian Church: 
Stockton 

Supply: Byron Nelson HR 
David Warner HR 

Oct. 12—First Presbyterian Church: Tracy 
Pastor: Everett Bosch 
Don Strongman 

Oct. 19—Cortez Presbyterian Church; 
Turlock 

Pastor: Nancy Clegg 

 
Oct. 26—First Presbyterian Church: 
Turlock 

Pastor: Craig Wright 
Wendy Warner HR 

Ceres School’s Prayer List 
for October 

Oct. 5—Mae Hensley Junior High 
Principal: Carol Lubinsky 
Asst. Principal: Paul Rutishauser 

Oct. 12—Sam Vaughn Elementary 
Principal: Sharon Carter 

 
 
Oct. 19—Sinclear Elementary 
Principal: Connie Stark 

 

Oct. 26—Virginia Parks Elementary 
Principal: Jennifer Backman 

 

If your birthday or 
anniversary has not 

been listed, 
please call 

the office and 
let us know. 

4—Susan Alaya 
5—Pastor Jim Stochl 
6—Mickey D’Askquith 
8—Bill Dingwall 
9—Bethany Edwards 
13—Deborah Pearson 
14—Kugie Kuglin 
17—Neal Wilhite 
26—Angelise Arias 
27—Mae Dell Dingwall 

04—Paul & Lynn Laranjo 
10—Tom & Susan Bennett 



Page 
7 

Personnel Update—Lynn Laranjo 

Due to our financial limitations your personnel committee has had to 
propose some tough decisions to Session. With your vote at the 
congregational meeting the last decision was implemented. As you know 
we have now reduced Pastor Jim’s salary to the Presbytery minimum of 
$51,800. We have also reduced our church secretary position to 4 days a 
week and Brenda has chosen to work Tuesday-Friday. Thus the church office 
will be closed on Mondays. We have also reduced our choir director to 3 
weeks a month and Devon has chosen the first 3 Sundays of October for 
choir to be a part of the worship service. This also affects our accompanist 
because Michele will only be practicing with the choir 3 times a month. 
None of these decisions have been easy! Please continue to pray for 
Harvest as we look to rebuild the ministry of Jesus through us. 

Trunk and Treat 2014 
We are looking for people to decorate Biblical themed trunks for Harvest's 
Trunk and Treat community outreach.   A large amount of children are 
expected this year due to Halloween being on a Friday.  There is also a need 
for volunteers to help with various games and serving refreshments for the 
6 to 8 p.m. event.   Donations of individually wrapped candy are also 
needed. 

Prayers are solicited to make this an outstanding event for children to 
witness Biblical stories in action and for Harvest Church to be a light in the 
city.  Additional information can be obtained by talking to Marilyn Sena, 
556-0448 or Margaret Kuglin, 537-7224.  Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. 

It is a privilege to serve the Lord by reaching out to others.  

Jesus said: 
"let the little children come unto me and forbid them not, 

for such is the kingdom of God."  Luke 18:16 



Church Information 
Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  
Church Fax (209) 537-1869  
Website:  www.harvestpres.org 

Emails: 
Pastor Jim Stochl— 
harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 
General Email— harvestpres@att.net 
Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 
Brenda Collins—

secretary@harvestpres.org  

POSTAGE HARVEST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1813 Moffet Road 
Ceres, CA 95307 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian 
Church is to proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the 
faith of our church family. 

Harvester Deadline for November 2014 
is October 22, 2014 

Mariner’s Meeting 

Mariner’s will be meeting on 

Friday, October 17, 2014 

At 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

All are invited for an evening of fellowship and food. 

So bring your potluck dish, 

your own place setting 

And $1.00 per person 

Our Guest speaker will be the Rev. Kevin Carroll 

Executive Director of the Modesto Gospel Mission 

Come and enjoy some time together with us! 

Starting in October! 
New Office Hours: 

Tuesday thru Friday 
8 a.m. to Noon 
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