
The disciples of Jesus had been sent out on a mission by Jesus. They had 

been given authority to preach and to heal. So, two by two, they went.  

Mark doesn’t tell us how long they were gone, but tells us what they did. 

So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast 

out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and 

cured them. (Mark 6:12-13) 

You can imagine how exciting this work would have been. To actually be 

able to heal someone! 

Mark goes on to tell us that when they came back, they told Jesus “all that 

they had done and taught.” (Mark 6:30)  

I imagine they had much to tell Jesus. “We went to this town, and met these 

people, and we healed this one girl, and her brother. Then we preached. And 

then more people came to be healed. And then we went to another village, 

and we met these people.” You can almost sense the excitement they must 

have had. They had been given a mission. They had carried out the 

mission. And now they returned to tell Jesus.  

By the way, in Mark 6:30, the disciples are called “apostles” for the first 

time. The word “apostle” just means “one who is sent”. There were some 

technical details around being an apostle, in the common usage of the 

word. First, they had to be sent. Second, they needed to do what they had 

been sent to do. Third, they had to report back to the one who sent them. So 

now, after being sent, and doing what they were sent to do, they are reporting back to the sender, 

Jesus. So now, they are “apostles”! 

This makes me think about what Jesus has sent us to do. We have the Great Commission, to go into 

all the world and make disciples. (Matthew 28:20) 

Do we see ourselves as “sent”? I sometimes get so busy with meetings and sermons and reports and 

visits with people that I forget that I am a disciple of Jesus, and that I am sent into the world by Jesus. 

In one translation of Acts, Luke begins by saying to his friend Theophilus that in his first volume, he 

described what Jesus began to do and teach. The implication, of course, is that in the second volume 

(Acts), Luke will describe what Jesus continues to do and teach. How? Through the followers of 

Jesus! 

Do we see ourselves as “sent”? We can spend a lot of time (necessary time!) on buildings, and 

finances, and meetings, and potlucks, and newsletters, and music. And all this is good, if it is part of 

our discipleship, of our learning to live like Jesus wants us to live.  

But if it prevents us from being sent, from engaging people in our circles of influence, and sharing the 

love of Jesus, then are we really doing what Jesus wants us to do? 

In Mark’s story, I love that Jesus calls his “apostles” to come away with him to a deserted place and 

rest. Jesus knows how tiring ministry is for those he has sent. Jesus also knows that his beloved ones 

who are sent cannot just work all the time. Even with the thrill of seeing people set free and healed, it 

can be personally draining. They need time to rest, to be refreshed, to be with Jesus. 
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[Jesus] said to them, 

“Come away to a 

deserted place all by 

yourselves and rest a 

while.” 

(Mark 6:31) 



I am grateful for the chance, once again, to get away and rest. Beth and I are traveling with Mark and 

Rachel to a family reunion in Nebraska in early July. We will visit some old friends in Omaha. Then 

Beth and I are visiting friends in the Denver area, the Fort Collins area, and in Red Feather Lakes, 

Colorado. Aside from the traveling (and we will be using planes, trains, and automobiles!), we will 

seek to rest.  

Even in resting, I will keep in mind that I have been sent. How about you? 

“We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) I’ve read 26 books so far this year, and would encourage you to read, read, read! I’ve walked 

over 1,800 miles so far this year, averaging over 10 miles a day, and I would encourage you to 

walk, walk, walk! 

2) Beth and I will be on vacation to Nebraska and Colorado from July 3 to 18. 

3) VBS is coming July 16-22. Please see Brandy to help out! 

4) The Stockton Presbytery has appointed me to be the Moderator of the Trinity Presbyterian 

Church in Stockton. I did this once before in 2013-2014. The sad thing is that in 2014, they 

knew what they needed to do, and they had energy and people. Now, five years later, they have 

done nothing. Their energy is mostly gone. And their worship attendance is less than half what 

it was in 2014. It is a cautionary tale for us, too. I hope this will not last more than a few 

months.  

Presbytery Grant 

The Finance Committee has ben working on a grant request from the Stockton 

Presbytery. We are seeking to use the Legacy gift from Florence Bloemendaal as 

seed money for a 2-for-1 match by the Presbytery. Among the projects on our list 

are, (1) sealing the parking lots, (2) LED lights for the parking lots, (3) Large 

screen TV and cart for Worship Center, (4) funding for work with Youth for Christ at Mae Hensley, 

(5) LED lights for the Worship Center, (6) more efficient cooling for the Chapel, (7) hearing 

assistance equipment for the Worship Center, (8) MP3 recorder, and MP3 devices for shut-ins to use, 

(9) hand rails for the Worship Center stage, (10) repairing stairs in Worship Center, (11) moving the 

Memory Tree to the Worship Center. We’d love your input on these, and any other projects you wish 

us to pursue. We are hoping for a grant of $45,000 from the Stockton Presbytery. 

Guest Preachers in July 

On July 7, Rev. Nancy Clegg will be preaching. Nancy was the pastor at Cortez Presbyterian Church 

in Turlock for many years, and she is currently serving as the Stated Clerk for both the Presbytery of 

Stockton and the Presbytery of Sacramento. 

On July 14, Rev. Lee Heim will be preaching. Lee is an ordained Presbyterian pastor, and is a child of 

Harvest. Lee is a financial advisor in his day job. 

On July 21, Sharon Miller will be preaching. Sharon is the Clerk of Session at Manteca Presbyterian 

Church, and she is in the Commissioned Lay Pastor program of the Synod. She also leads the 

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery. 
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Presbytery News: Merger Being Discussed 

Harvest is one of the churches in the Stockton Presbytery. With many of its churches 

leaving to form a new denomination in 2014, the presbytery is too small to exist on 

its own. A small task force at the Synod of the Pacific has been meeting to determine 

possible solutions. They have come up with four possible solutions.  

1) All of Stockton Presbytery (churches and geography) merges with Sacramento 

Presbytery  

2) All of Stockton Presbytery (churches and geography) merges with San Joaquin Presbytery  

3) Portion of Stockton Presbytery merges with San Joaquin Presbytery and a portion merges with 

Sacramento Presbytery (likely ½ north and ½ south at San Joaquin/Stanislaus County line)  

4) All of Stockton Presbytery churches merge with Sacramento Presbytery, and Merced and 

Mariposa Counties merge into San Joaquin Presbytery with resource funding to plant new 

churches in those counties.  

At our last session meeting, we voted unanimously for option #3. This is an advisory vote, and is not 

official yet. The Synod met in May and will meet again in October, and make a recommendation to 

the General Assembly next June. The General Assembly will make a decision then. 

Sacramento and San Joaquin are both solid presbyteries, and we would do well either way.  

In the meantime, not much will change, so do not worry. If you have questions, please talk it over 

with Pastor Jim.  

Feedback Forum Report 

On Sunday evening, May 19th, thirteen people got together for ice cream and 

ideas at the “Town Hall” meeting.  

Some things people felt were positive and effective about the church were the 

youth activities, bible study, and sermons.  

Some concerns were that we would like to see more people in the choir, J.P. being gone for six weeks 

puts a strain on the pastor, and J.P. leaving permanently in August, and a replacement will be needed. 

Other things brought up were that the church library isn’t being utilized; the grant application to 

presbytery; having another combined worship service with our Emmanuel church neighbors.  

The need for volunteers in the following areas was discussed: 1. Help in the office (even an hour now 

and then) 2. Help with technology 3. Offer to sing in place of the choir during the summer 4. People to 

help with Campus Life. 

It would be good when people notice something needing to be fixed on the church campus they would 

report it to Tom or Mike so they can take care of it. It was a very good time, a lot got discussed... and 

did I mention the ice cream? 

VBS is Coming! Help Needed! 

VBS is coming July 22-26. The theme is Into the Wild. The event will take 

place from 9am to 12 noon. Please speak with Brandy Meyer or Beth Stochl if 

you’d like to participate. 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

J-P Moran —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Harvest Leadership 2019 

  Deacons   

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) (2021) 

Patty Correia (2021) 

Kate Hendrix (2020) 

Nora McKinsey (2020) 

Nawatha Reed (2019) 

Judy Salyer (2019) 

   Elders    

Tom Bennett (Finance/Nominating) (2021) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) (2020) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission/Personnel) (2019) 

Staci Edwards (Personnel/Worship) (2019) 

Brandy Meyer (Youth/Outreach/Nominating)(2021) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) (2020) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
Communion— 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

1 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

2 

 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
 

6 

 

 

7 
 

Worship— 

10:30 am 

 
 

8 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —

6:00 pm 

9 

 
 

 

10 11 

 

 

12  

 

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

Deacons– 12:00 
noon 

13 
 

Bookkeeper in 
Office — 
9:00am 

 

14 
 

Worship— 

10:30 am 

 

 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

16 
 

17 

 

18 
 

 

 

19 
  
Starbucks Men– 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

Worship — 

10:30 am 

 

 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

23 
 

24 

 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

27 
Bookkeeper in 
Office — 9:00 
am 

28 
 
Worship — 
10:30 am 
End of the 
Month Potluck  

29 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg — 
6:00 pm 

30 

 

31 

 

1 
 

 

2 Starbucks 

Men-7:00 am 
 

3 

Pastor Jim and Beth on Vacation 

Pastor Jim and Beth on Vacation 

Pastor Jim and Beth on Vacation 

VBS 9am-12pm Vacation 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

John Baughman  

Warren Cawley 

Dorothy Nelson 

Frank Reed 

Ruth Strange 

Bettye Welsh 

Lots of people battling colds, flu, 
respiratory illness this summer. 

Other Concerns: 

 

 

 Sunday School Schedule *  

7/7 Brandy Meyer, Lynsie Salyer, Judy 

 Salyer (Alternate) 

7/14 Staci Edwards, Lynsie Salyer,  

 Martha McNamara (Alternate) 

7/21 Beth Stochl, Lynsie Salyer,  

 Nawatha Reed (Alternate) 

7/28 Anette Arias, Lynsie Salyer, Patti  

 Arbizu (Alternate) 

 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy 

Meyer or J-P if you have any conflicts or 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1— Myrna Wilhite 

9—Mark Stochl 

17—Lee Price 

22—Leon Edwards 

30—Dorothy Watson 

Let’s not do this for our guest preachers! 


