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What does Christmas mean to you? For many of us, the Christmas season 

brings back memories of childhood and family. Having grown up in 

Minnesota, I remember cold and snow! Those good memories are precious 

and worth cherishing. 

For some of us, the Christmas season means an endless merry-go-round of 

fast and furious activities. Black Friday sales. Cyber Monday sales. Giving 

Tuesday. Christmas parties. Cards to write. Pictures to take and send. And 

church functions. The Christmas season can be exhausting! 

For some of us, the Christmas season is a time of deep grief, as we mourn 

the loss of loved ones. Some losses are so recent and so deep that the 

Christmas season can be almost unbearable. We deeply miss our loved ones, 

and we can be afraid to face the season without them. If you know someone 

who is grieving this Christmas season, I implore you to be gentle with them.  

Listen to them. Speak well of their loved one who has died. Pray for them. 

The great German pastor and theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote this about the meaning of 

Christmas: 

For the great and powerful of this world, there are only two places in which their 

courage fails them, of which they are afraid deep down in their souls, from which they 

shy away. These are the manger and the cross of Jesus Christ. No powerful person dares 

to approach the manger, and this even includes King Herod. For this is where thrones 

shake, the mighty fall, the prominent perish, because God is with the lowly. Here the 

rich come to nothing, because God is with the poor and hungry, but the rich and satisfied 

he sends away empty. Before Mary, the maid, before the manger of Christ, before God 

in lowliness, the powerful come to naught; they have no right, no hope; they are 

judged. (From God Is In the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas)  

This is a good reminder. We are in the midst of great cultural change. Almost daily, another celebrity 

is charged with sexual harassment and loses their career, and their reputation. These alleged events 

were often much more about power than they were about sex. (Can we write “sex” in a church 

newsletter?!?)  

Instead of shaking our heads in disgust or some sort of moral superiority, we need to pray for the 

victims and the perpetrators. God’s justice is not so much punitive as restorative. But we also need to 

reflect on the ways in which we have used our own power and position. Have we used them to benefit 

ourselves or others? 

Part of the meaning of Christmas is that the baby born in Bethlehem was born a great king. But the 

king was born to serve. As Jesus said in Mark 10:45, “For the Son of Man came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” May we follow our Lord’s example and serve. 

From the Pastor 



“You go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim  

Notes: 

1) Invite a friend or neighbor to church during December! 

2) I had a great time at the Arizona Fall League in Phoenix last month. And I learned a great deal at 

the Mid-Council Financial Network Conference in Long Beach. Thanks for allowing me to travel 

to these experiences. It is good to be home. 

3) Our Cookies and Cocoa Outreach will be December 9, 16 and 23 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. We’ll be 

reaching out to those who will be touring Christmas Tree Lane. Last year we had about 250 

people come by over three nights, one of which was raining. It is good to meet our neighbors and 

be generous in our hospitality. We have cups and cocoa, we will need cookies and volunteers.  

4) Our Christmas Eve service is scheduled to be at 7:00 p.m. on December 24th. We want 

congregational feedback about the time of the service. 

5) You may bring your Christmas Poinsettias to the church for the December 24th service. Watch 

for a flyer in the bulletins to indicate the people you want to honor through the flowers. 

6) I encourage you to come to the Prayer Meeting on Mondays at 6:00 pm in the Youth Room. 

Come once a month, or every week, and pray! 

7) We continue to pursue a Choir/Music Director. If you know anyone who might be remotely 

interested, please let the office know the contact information. Please continue to pray.  

Harvest Mariners 

The Harvest Mariners will gather on Friday, December 15th at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Worship Center. The Harvest Mariners are part of the National Presbyterian 

Mariners is an adult service and fellowship organization founded in 1927. The 

goal of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, helping individual and families 

progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 

Decorating for Advent on Saturday, December 2 

The Advent season begins on December 3rd. On Saturday, December 2nd, we will 

gather at the Worship Center at 9:00 a.m. to decorate for Advent, including putting up 

the Christmas tree, wreaths, and other Advent decorations. Please join us if you can. 
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 2018 Pledge Cards 

The Finance Committee is developing a budget for 2018. Pledge cards help us 

in predicting our annual income. If you feel so led, please submit a pledge 

card and turn it into the church office by December 3rd.  

Cookies and Cocoa Outreach 

We will be serving cookies and hot chocolate and coffee to people who will be visiting 

Christmas Tree Lane on December 9h, 16th and 23rd (all Saturdays) from 6:00 to 8:00 

p.m. Donations of cookies would be great, and volunteering to serve would be wonderful. 

Last year we had about 250 people come by over three nights, one of which was raining. 

It is good to meet our neighbors and be generous in our hospitality.  

Harvest Baskets 

Even in this valley which produces so much of the nation’s food, there is 

still hunger. Stanislaus County has a food insecurity rate of 26.5% (higher 

than California’s 12.5%, based on latest data from 2014). A majority of 

students in Ceres schools qualify for free or reduced fee meals. Each year 

we give thanks to God at Thanksgiving by contributing to the local food 

program which operates out of the Seventh Day Adventist Church on 

Central Avenue. Envelopes will be in the bulletin each Sunday in 

November. Please remember the hungry, and volunteer some of your time to this worthy cause. 

Update: Thank you for your generosity during November, as you contributed $185 to the Harvest 

Baskets. Thank you! 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 2:00—6:00 pm 

Thursdays: 2:00—6:00 pm 

Fridays: 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Pat Cousins 

Martha McNamara 

Nawatha Reed 

Linda Sherman 

Myrna Wilhite (Treasurer) 

 

Elders 

Patti Arbizu (Personnel) 

Susan Bennett (Communications) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (CE) 

Brandy Meyer (CE/Youth) 

Wilson Kailiponi (Worship) 

Harvest Leadership 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

27 28 

 

 
 

 

29 
 

 

 

Session—2:30 
pm  

HYP —7:00 pm 

30 
 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

1 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Deacons— 
12:00 p.m. 

2 
Decorate 
Worship 
Center 
9:00 am 

3 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 
 

4 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

 

5 
 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

7 Alpha Circle 

9:30 am 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

8  
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00-8:00pm 

10 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

12 
 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

14 

 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

15  
Starbucks Men– 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00am 

 

Mariners: 6:00 
pm 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00-8:00pm 

17 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

Caroling, 3:30 

p.m. 

18 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

19 
 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

21 

 
 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

22 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00-8:00pm 

24/31 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

Christmas Eve 
Service 7:00 
pm (12/24) 

End of  Year 
Potluck 12/31 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

26  

 
 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

28 
 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

29 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

30 
 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 John Baughman 

 Warren Cawley 

 Virginia Irons (hospice care) 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Casey VanRys 

Sunday School Schedule*  

12/3 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Staci Edwards, 

 Judy Salyer (Alternate) 

12/10 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Judy Salyer 

 K-3rd: Cyndy Cawley, Patti Arbizu, 

  Nawatha Reed (Alternate) 

12/17 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed  

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Judy Salyer, Anette 

 Arias (Alternate) 

12/24 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Brandy Meyer 

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Cyndy Cawley, 

 Patti Arbizu (Alternate) 

12/31 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha  

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Anette Arias,  

 Beth Stochl (Alternate) 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

 1—Judy Salyer 

 2—Patricia Cousins 

 7—Florence Bloemendaal 

 9—Gayle Goss 

 11—Virginia Bathe 

 24—Anette Arias 

 26—Art Johnston 

 27—Linda Sherman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23—Clark & Deborah Pearson 

27—John & Betty Baughman 

 


