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Wow! It is February already! Where did January go so quickly? 

Since I last wrote, we have inaugurated a new President. The reactions have been from 

joy to anger, from delight to frustration. I am not sure President Trump has divided the 

country as much as his election has highlighted our divisions. Rich and poor. White 

and black. Urban and rural. Protestant and Catholic. Liberal and conservative. It 

causes me to pray more, and to watch my tongue (and my Facebook postings). 

James says quite a bit about the use of the tongue. 

 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive 

their hearts, their religion is worthless. (James 1:26) 

 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. (James 3:1) 

 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How 

great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. 

The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 

whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

(James 3:5-6) 

 but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. (James 

3:8) 

Proverbs also has much say about the tongue. 

 The tongue of the righteous is choice silver; the mind of the wicked is of little 

worth. (Proverbs 10:20) 

 A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 

(Proverbs 15:4) 

 To watch over mouth and tongue is to keep out of trouble. (Proverbs 21:23) 

This is one of my favorites, and it is so true! 

Our congregation is not of one mind on political topics, or any other topic, I suppose, except our love 

for Jesus. The only groups in the world that have a single mind on most topics are cults. So let us be 

mindful and respectful of one another, and let us mind our tongues (and Facebook posts). We do not 

want to add to the turmoil in our culture, as Christ has called His people to be peacemakers. 

On the last Sunday of the month, we will be participating in a Congregational Life Survey. The 

session has agreed to do this, and the Stockton Presbytery is paying for it. What is the Congregational 

Life Survey? From their website: 

Worshipers are what makes a congregation. And the attitudes, opinions, and perceptions 

of worshipers are essential to understanding congregations and religious life in the 



United States. Without focusing on worshipers we cannot identify a congregation’s 

strengths or hope to find avenues for effective congregational change. 

Over 500,000 worshipers in over 5,000 congregations have completed the U.S. 

Congregational Life Survey since the first wave was conducted in 2001. A second wave 

took place in the fall of 2008 and spring of 2009. 

The purposes of the U.S. Congregational Life Survey are: 

 to provide congregations with resources that will help them better understand 

themselves, identify their strengths, and stimulate their efforts to create a positive 

future for themselves. 

 to develop resources that help congregations assess their ministries and relate more 

effectively with their communities 

 to provide a national and international congregational data base that will enable 

congregations to look at their ministries in relationship to denominational, national, 

and international benchmarks 

 to provide denominational leaders, congregational consultants, and congregational 

planners with information and resources to assist congregations 

 to assess change over time 

Today all congregations are invited to take the U.S. Congregational Life Survey to learn 

more about their worshipers and to identify congregational strengths. 

The Stockton Presbytery is trying to help congregations focus on GEO this year: Growth, Evangelism 

and Outreach. We want our church to grow in the knowledge of God’s love, but also in the number of 

those who worship with us. This survey is a first step towards that end. Look for a letter in the mail in 

the next week or so. 

God help us be salt and light in a dark and decaying world. 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) Thanks for your prayers for Dempsey, he and I are getting along much better. 

2) Please continue to pray for Beth’s brother, Charlie and his wife, Lynn. Charlie has been placed on 

in-home hospice care and is not expected to live more than a few weeks. 

3) Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on February 12th, at the conclusion of our 

worship service. The Annual Reports have been printed and are available in the entryway of the 

Worship Center. The budget will be presented as adopted by the session, and the pastor’s salary 

package will be voted on by the congregation. 

4) Please continue to pray for our search for a Choir Director. In the meantime, please go out of your 

way to thank Michele James and Lisa Highiet for stepping up and helping at a high level.  



7 Counterintuitive Resolutions For Growing Churches by Rebekah Simon-Peter  

If you are a growing church, pay close attention. Even if you are not growing, but you want to begin 

to grow, you can participate in this game as well. Don’t worry about doing all of them. Even taking on 

three or four of them will make a profound difference for you and the life of the church. 

Love yourself. It’s true that we love our neighbors as ourselves. Want to be a better neighbor? Start 

by refusing to judge or berate yourself. Then practice unconditional self-respect, self-love, and self-

acceptance. Let that kind of love radiate out to those around you. Tip: Start by smiling at yourself in 

the mirror. 

Pray the next prayer. It’s easy to get stuck with a basic prayer like, “God be with us.” Or “God bless 

us.” Or “God help us.” The truth is God is always, always, always with us. There is no place we can 

go where God is not. Likewise, since God is love, God is always blessing us. And God is always there 

to help us. So trust these basic realities, and begin to pray the next prayer. What do you want to co-

create with God? What do you envision for the coming year? Pray that prayer. Tip: Start by thanking 

God for always being there, always blessing and always helping. 

Envision the future. Develop a vision that expands assumptions about what is possible. Then plan 

something beyond your ability to accomplish. Stretching yourself will allow the Spirit of God to work 

in new ways among you. With God in the picture, even stale realities can be 

transformed. Tip: Envision what the Kingdom might look like in your corner of the world. Ask how 

you can contribute to making that a reality. 

Gospel lesson. Read the Gospels out loud together as a group. At least a chapter at a time. Allow the 

originality of Jesus’ message to speak to you again. Let the big picture emerge. Listen for what is new, 

empowering, unexpected. Tip: Sit in silence for three minutes and absorb what you’ve heard before 

anyone speaks. 

Start fresh. Clean out a cluttered closet or classroom. Take down old banners or decorations. Paint 

the bathrooms and the sanctuary. Let go of a ministry or project that no longer bears fruit. Update 

your website. Delete your old phone message. Create space for new ideas, new people, new 

projects. Tip: If it’s stained, unused, unclaimed or out of date, it’s time to let it go! 

Practice heaven. Make friends with someone you are afraid of or someone who angers you. Don’t try 

to fix or change them. Instead, find the best in them as they are right now. This will be good practice 

for heaven. Tip: Start by silently sending them love. Even if you don’t feel it. 

Disbelieve. Let go of stubbornly held beliefs that only serve to keep you stuck. For instance: We can’t 

grow in this neighborhood. Children aren’t attracted to this church. We don’t have enough money to 

pay our tithes. I’m not good enough. Things are only going to get worse. Bottom line: Don’t live into 

negative self-fulfilling prophesies. Instead, create positive ones. Either way, they’ll come true. Might 

as well choose a future you’ll love! Tip: Start by looking at where you are stuck. Find the 

disempowering belief at the base of it. Write it down and turn it over to God. Then create anew. 

On Friday, February 17th the Harvest Mariner's presenters will be Patricia 

Melugin Cousins and her first cousin Juanita Melugin Swift 

Erickson,  reading from Home Rooms, A Legacy of Love, Patricia's  recent 

collection of local/Ceres family lives and loves, mostly in the 1940s and 

1950s, dedicated to her family, especially Juanita . The Cousins/cousins will 

encourage you to tell your own story. The Mariners meet on the third Friday 

of the month for a potluck meal and an engaging and informative speaker. 

The cost is $5 per year, and $1 per meeting per person. The money is used to fund worthwhile 

projects. 
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Harvest Leadership 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 30 31 1 2 
Alpha Circle—
9:30 a.m. 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

3 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

4 
Presbytery 
Meeting, —
9:00 a.m., 
Manteca 

5 
Communion — 
10:30 a.m. 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg—
6:00 p.m. 

7 

 

8 
Persephone 
Meeting—
7:00p.m. 

9 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

10 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

Deacons—
12:00 p.m. 

11 

12 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting, 11:45 
a.m. 

13 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg—
6:00 p.m. 

14 15 
 

Session Mtg—
2:30 p.m. 

16 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

17 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

 

Mariners—
6:00 p.m. 

18 

19 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

20 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg—
6:00 p.m. 

21 22 23 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

24 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

25 

26 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

Potluck, 11:45 
a.m. 

27 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg—
6:00 p.m. 

28 1 2 
 

 

 

Choir—6:30 
p.m. 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

3 
Women’s Bible 
Study—10:30 
a.m. 

4 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 Virginia Irons 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Patti Arbizu (knee) 

 Alice Visser (English Oaks) 

February Sunday School Schedule* 

2/5 Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Judy Salyer 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Anette Arias 

2/12 Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Cyndy Cawley, Patti Arbizu 

2/19 Nursery: Kendall Meyer, Judy Salyer 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Staci Edawrds 

2/26 Nursery: Kendall Mayer, Nawatha  

 Reed 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Patti Arbizu 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer 

if you have any conflicts or questions. 

New Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 8:00a.m.—12:00p.m. 

Thursdays: 3:30p.m.—7:30p.m. 

Friday: 9:00a.m.—1:00p.m. 

12—Rosemarie Bulkley 

12—Randi Rogers 

19—Staci Edwards 

19—Cheryl Lew 

28—Darien Arias 

 

14—Mae Dell &  

15—Terry & Anette Arias 

15—Mike & Fatima Royer 



Here are two bonus counter-intuitive resolutions to make 2017 a positive year to 

remember: 

Get the backstory. People’s theologies, politics and life choices make a heck of a lot 

more sense when we know the backstory. Why they think the way they do. Why they 

feel the way they do. Why they do what they do. Share your stories with each other. 

Practice listening with your head and your heart. Tip: Lay aside questions and debate. 

Don’t plan any response. See them as a child of God. 

Don't cater to fear. Before, during and after the presidential election, people’s fears 

crystallized. Anger and attack have become the go-to responses. It creates an us versus 

them mentality. Don’t cater to fear. Instead, let the gospel of love and courage, faith and 

self-sacrifice, action and empowerment be your guide. Tip: Ask, if God is for us then 

who can be against us? Remember, we are all “us.” Resolutions are a way of setting 

your intentions. Intentions are powerful corollaries to faith and prayer. They allow us to 

co-create with God. All good things are waiting for us this year, but we must be open 

vessels to receive them. Set your intentions for the year, and then take actions consistent 

with these intentions to watch your words come to life! 


