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This is our sixth September in the valley, and we are almost getting used to it. I am not 

sure I will ever get used to schools being in session for a month by Labor Day, 

though! The harvest season is in full swing. First the peaches, then tomatoes, walnuts, 

almonds, etc. The air quality isn’t very good during this time of year, with all the stuff 

in the air from harvesting, but one learns to adjust. 

The first two weeks of September are among my least favorite of the year, however. 

My mom had leg amputation surgery on 9/11/01, a day few of us will ever forget. My 

dad passed away suddenly from a heart attack in Minnesota on September 5, 2005, he 

was only 74. And my baby brother, the fire captain, passed away after a battle with a 

glioblastoma brain tumor on September 4, 2009.  

At the time of each of these events, I felt devastated. And yet, God’s grace has allowed my life to 

return to some level of normalcy. These “anniversaries” still sting, and allow me to remember and 

give thanks for the people they were and the relationships we had with each other. 

You probably have seasons of the year where losses were multiplied, too. 

One of the best things that helped me through these losses, and others, has been the Griefshare 

program. It is a 13-week video series designed to present some helpful insights about grieving, some 

helpful practices about grieving, and provide an environment where grieving people can share and 

support one another. No one understands a loss of a husband, say, like someone who also has lost a 

husband. We may say, “I know what you are going through”, but we really don’t.  

Our congregation has certainly had our share of losses in the past year: Jeannie Connell, Roger 

Morrow, Jane McElrath, Alice Visser, Donna McRae, Mae Dell Fischer Dingwall. And our 

community has lost people as well.  

I did hear someone once say that they didn’t think Christians should use the term “lost” for those who 

die as Christians. They said something like this (I am paraphrasing, and it was much better the way 

they said it), “If something is lost, we don’t know where it is. Even if we lose something in our house, 

we know it is in the house, we don’t know where. But as Christians, we know that those who die in 

the Lord are safely in the arms of their heavenly father. We know exactly where they are. They are not 

‘lost’.” I like that thinking, though it does not take the pain away. 

If you are going through a season of grief, and would like some help in processing it, the Griefshare 

group is for you! There will even be a “Surviving the Holidays” Griefshare group in early November 

at a nearby church. The notebook costs $15 (our cost), but the group is otherwise free to attend for 

anyone in the congregation or in the community. We will be starting September 13th, a Wednesday. 

We are experimenting with having the group from 9:30 to 11:00 am 

“You go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim  



Notes: 

1) We continue to pursue a Choir/Music Director. If you know 

anyone who might be remotely interested, please let the office 

know the contact information. Please continue to pray.  

2) Choir will begin rehearsal on Thursday, September 7th at 

6:30 pm Praise Team will begin rehearsal on Thursday, 

September 7th at 7:30 pm 

3) The session voted for the church to join the Chamber of 

Commerce. We are a business, and we want to support local 

business in Ceres. And it’s a good way to meet people. 

4) A reminder that Harvest has a Memorial Fund to which people may contribute in memory of a 

loved one. In the past, this money has been used to purchase the Memorial Tree in the chapel and 

also the sound desks in the Chapel and the Worship Center. Please consider contributing to the 

Memorial Fund. 

5) Beginning in October, we will have an Adult Sunday School series on “The Five Solas” at 9:00 

am to 9:45 am. This year is the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, when Martin 

Luther nailed his 95 Thesis on the door of the Cathedral Church in Wittenberg. These five 

foundational beliefs are what separates Protestant theology from Catholic of Orthodox theology, 

and are important to understand. Can you name the five solas? 

6) The Trunk or Treat Outreach will be happen October 31st, we will need volunteers and candy. 

Watch for sales! 

7) I encourage you to come to the Prayer Meeting on Mondays at 6:00 pm in the Youth Room. 

Come once a month, or every week, and join us as we lift up the needs of the church and the 

community. 

Fall Sermon Series: Romans  

Excerpts from this introduction were written by Pastor Brian Bill, 

the full thing here: http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/dr-ray-

pritchard/why-preach-romans-1409052.html 

The Book of Romans has always been one of my favorites for 

two reasons. First, the doctrinal truths helped me understand 

justification, redemption and propitiation when I was a brand 

new Christian. I have never doubted my salvation in large part 

because I was encouraged to read this book as a new believer.  

As much as I love the Book of Romans I have always been intimidated to preach through it. Part of 

that has to do with its length, but mostly it has to do with its depth. I frankly didn't think I was worthy 

to preach through this great book. After all, what can I add to what has already been done by 

contemporary preachers like Ray Pritchard, John Piper, John MacArthur, and John Stott? Just 

knowing that Luther and Calvin have pored over these pages always made me feel inadequate to the 

task of preaching Romans. 

Worship Time 

10:30 am 



Luther said that Romans is “The chief part of the New Testament, and the very purest gospel, which, 

indeed, deserves that a Christian not only know it word for word by heart but deal with it daily as with 

daily bread of the soul. For it can never be read or considered too much or too well, and the more it is 

handled, the more delightful it becomes, and the better it tastes.” 

John Calvin wrote: “When anyone gains a knowledge of this epistle he has an entrance opened to him 

to all the most hidden treasures of Scripture.” The English poet, Samuel Coleridge, referred to 

Romans as, “The profoundest piece of writing in existence.” The noted scholar F.F. Bruce once said: 

“There is no telling what may happen when people begin to study the Epistle to the Romans.” William 

Tyndale, who translated the Bible into English, believed that every Christian should memorize 

Romans. John Chrysostom used to have someone read Romans aloud to him twice each week. After 

hearing it read so many times, he said this: “Romans is unquestionably the fullest, deepest 

compendium of all sacred foundation truths.” 

Frederic Godet, a Swiss theologian, said: “Every movement of revival in the history of the Christian 

church has been connected to the teachings set forth in Romans…and it is probably that every great 

spiritual renovation in the church will always be linked, both in cause and effect, to a deeper 

knowledge of this book.” Lest we think that these stories just happened long ago and far away, I heard 

of one man who visited a church service recently where the pastor was preaching through Romans. At 

the end of the service, the person sitting next to him asked him how long he had been a Christian. To 

which the young man responded, “About ten minutes.” One of our newest church members attributes 

a verse in Romans to his conversion and two weeks ago, when Eric Elder spoke to the students, he 

told them that God used Romans 1 to free him from the bondage of homosexuality. 

I pray that that we will see a number of conversions and recommitments during our study together and 

that God will bring a wave of repentance and revival to us at this time and at this place for His glory 

and for our good. 

The Book of Romans contains the clearest statement of the Gospel in the New Testament and is a 

magnificent explanation of Christianity itself. Every vital teaching of our faith is found in capsule 

form within its pages. Donald Barnhouse said, “Romans has the most complete diagnosis of the 

plague of man’s sin, and the most glorious setting forth of the simple remedy.” 

One of the reasons I’ve put off preaching through Romans is not only its depth, but also its length. 

Some pastors have plowed through verse-by-verse with no breaks, like Martin Lloyd Jones, who spent 

13 years preaching through Romans and only made it to chapter 14 before he died. He preached 29 

sermons just on the first chapter! We’re not going to go that slowly but we are going to take enough 

time to plumb its depths. I’ve also learned from John Piper’s approach that if God wills, we will take 

breaks from Romans and then come back to it until we finish it. I hope it doesn’t kill me, but if it does, 

I can’t think of a better way to go than to die in the pulpit preaching the Book of Romans. 

As we come to the end of Romans 4 in a few weeks, I am so glad that I followed God's promptings. 

Since one our purposes for this year is to "grow deeper" I can't think of a better book to help us do 

that. Just this past Sunday one woman met me at the door with tears in her eyes and said, "Now I 

know that I'm really saved!" If you're a pastor and you're not sure about whether or not to preach 

through Romans, may I encourage you to do so? Who knows, revival might just break out if churches 

across this land uncover the truths of Romans once again! 



 

Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Church Fax  (209) 537-1869  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 2:00—6:00 pm 

Thursdays: 10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Fridays: 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 
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Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Pat Cousins 

Martha McNamara 

Nawatha Reed 

Linda Sherman 

Myrna Wilhite (Treasurer) 

 

Elders 

Patti Arbizu (Personnel) 

Susan Bennett (Communications) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (CE) 

Brandy Meyer (CE/Youth) 

Wilson Kailiponi (Worship) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 
Worship —
9:30 am 

End of Month 
Potluck 

28 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

29 
Office Open: 
2:00-6:00 pm 

30 

 

 
 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

31 Office 

Open 10:00am
-2:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
Office Open: 
8:00 am—
12:00 pm 

2 
 

3 
Communion— 

10:30 am 

 
 

4 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

5 
Office Open: 
2:00-6:00 pm 

6 

 

 
 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

7Alpha Circle 

9:30 am 

Office Open: 
10:00am-2:00 
pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

8 Office Open 

8:00 am -12:00 
pm 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Deacons—
12:00 pm 

9 
Presbytery 
Meeing: 9:00 
am -1:00 pm 
(First Pres. 
Stockton) 

10 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

12 
Office Open: 
2:00-6:00 pm 

13 
 

9:30-11:00 am  

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

14 

Office Open: 
10:00 am-2:00 
pm 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

15 Office 

Open: 8:00 am 
—12:00 pm 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Mariners: 6:00 
pm 

16 

17 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

18 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

19 
Office Open: 
2:00-6:00 pm 

20 
 

9:30-11:00 am  

Session—2:30 
pm  

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

21 

Office Open: 
10:00 am-2:00 
pm 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

22 
Office Open: 
8:00 am—
12:00 pm 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

23 

24 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

25 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

26 
Office Open: 
2:00-6:00 pm 

 
 

27 
 

9:30-11:00 am  
 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

28 

Office Open: 
10:00 am-2:00 
pm 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

29 
Office Open: 
8:00 am—
12:00 pm 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

30 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 John Baughman 

 Virginia Irons (hospice care) 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Casey VanRys 

Sunday School Schedule*  

9/3 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Judy Salyer 

9/10 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Patti Arbizu 

9/17 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Judy Salyer  

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Cyndy Cawley 

9/24 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Staci Edwards 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Beth Stochl 

 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy 

Meyer or Kohl James if you have any conflicts or 

questions. 

 

 

 

4—Patti Arbizu 

4—Art McRae 

4—LaVeta Rhoy 

17—Michele James 

25—Ana Lopez 

26—Margaret Kuglin 

29—Karen Edwards 

 

 

 

4—Neal & Myrna Wilhite 

8—Michael & Patricia Cousins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Harvest Mariners will kickoff 

the fall schedule with a potluck in the 

Worship Center on Friday, September 

15th at 6:00 p.m. Cost is $1.00 per 

person and the proceeds go to support 

local missions. All are invited! Come 

enjoy food, fun and friendship. 


