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The prophet Jeremiah had a difficult life. He has been known as “the 

weeping prophet.” He is traditionally seen as the author of the books we 

know as Jeremiah, Kings, and Lamentations. So he was a prolific writer! 

Chosen and called by God from his mother’s womb to be a prophet, he was 

called to preach to people who would not listen. If not discouraging enough, 

he was prone to depression. 

Time and again, Jeremiah warned the people not to put their hope in Egypt, 

and warned them not to make political alliances with Egypt. Only God can 

save you, he said. 

And yet, they refused to listen. Again. And again. And again. And again. 

And again. Until that day in the spring of 587 BC when the Babylonian 

army showed up outside the walls of Jerusalem to lay siege to it. Jeremiah witnessed the 

atrocities of war close up, and he agonized over how his messages from God to the people 

were coming true, and yet were still unheeded.  

In his grief, the book of Lamentations was birthed. It is mostly a book for people going 

through grief. It is not a happy book, nor is it very hopeful for the most part. But there are 

some places where God’s light shines through.  

Consider these heartbreaking and painful verses in chapter three: 

16 He has made my teeth grind on gravel, 

    and made me cower in ashes; 

17 my soul is bereft of peace; 

    I have forgotten what happiness is; 

18 so I say, “Gone is my glory, 

    and all that I had hoped for from the Lord.” 

19 The thought of my affliction and my homelessness 

    is wormwood and gall! 

20 My soul continually thinks of it 

    and is bowed down within me. 

Now consider what follows, and be amazed! 

21 But this I call to mind, 

    and therefore I have hope: 

22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

    his mercies never come to an end; 

23 they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 

    “therefore I will hope in him.” 

From the 

Pastor 

God specializes in giving 

people a fresh start.– 

Pastor Rick Warren  

Small deeds done are 

better than great 

deeds planned.—

Peter Marshall 



After all the heartache, all the pain, all the 

suffering, all the rejection, all the death, Jeremiah 

still has hope because God’s steadfast love is new 

every morning. Every. Single. Morning. That’s 

great news. And if is true every day, it is true 

every year! Whatever we may have experienced 

in 2018, this new year is a chance to experience 

God’s steadfast love anew each and every 

morning.  

You go nowhere by accident! 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) Our Cookies and Cocoa Outreach went very well. Over three Saturday evenings, we 

handed out dozens of cookies and over 900 cups of hot chocolate. We had some people tell 

us that they had seen us for a few years and always wanted to stop, and this year they did! 

Thanks to Kate Hendrix, Brandy and Kendall Meyer, Paul Moran and Beth Stochl for 

being cheerful and hard working hosts. 

2) I encourage you to come to the Prayer Meeting on Mondays at 6:00 pm in the Youth 

Room. Come once a month, or every week, and pray! 

3) We will ordain and install new elders and deacons on Sunday, January 13th. Thank you to 

those who have so faithfully served as a deacon: Linda Sherman. Virginia Bathe and Patty 

Correia have been elected Deacons, and Staci Edwards, Tom Bennett and Brandy Meyer 

has been elected Elders. 

4) A Congregational Meeting is called for 

January 27th to approve the pastoral salary 

package and to review the year end reports. 

5) We are partnering with Youth for Christ on a 

ministry to junior high students at Mae 

Hensley, and there will be increased activity in 

January. Please pray for those involved that 

we might be a welcoming place for students to 

explore faith. 

6) We will not automatically receive a $20,000 

grant from the Stockton Presbytery as last 

year. It really helped our budget last year. The 

Finance Team is in the process of applying for 

a grant to help our finances for this new year. 

Please pray for them. 
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Tech Team Volunteers Needed 

We are very thankful to our current Tech Team members, Cyndy Cawley, 

Darien Edwards, Jacob Holleman and Kohl James for operating the sound 

system and the Powerpoint slides on Sunday mornings. We need of more 

volunteers! It is not complicated, and we will train you. You don’t have to be a 

Tech Geek, though it helps! We won’t ask you to do more than two Sundays a 

month. If enough people volunteer, it can be one Sunday a month! If you’re 

interested in this, please talk to Kohl James.  

2019 Pledge Cards 

The Finance Committee is developing a budget for 2019. Pledge cards help us in predicting 

our annual income. If you feel so led, please submit a pledge card and turn it into the church 

office.  

Mariners Meeting on January 18th 

On January 18, 2019, following the Mariner's 6:00 p.m. potluck, Lee Heim will 

present his annual money forecast for 2019. Lee works with Wells Fargo 

Advisors in Modesto, and was born and raised at Harvest. Come join in our 

HPC shared meal and seek answers to your financial questions for the New 

Year. 

New Members Class on January 19th at 9:00 a.m. 

A brief two hour meeting will be held for those wishing to 

know more about Harvest, or who want to become 

members of Harvest on Saturday, January 19th. Meeting 

will be at 9:00 a.m. at the Stochl house, 3802 Bella Flora 

Dr. RSVP to Pastor Jim at (209) 681-6466 or harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Women’s Bible Study to Restart on January 4th 

The Women’s Bible Study will restart on January 4th at 10:00 a.m. at Margaret 

Kuglin’s home, 1204 Chardonnay Court in Modesto (behind CVS). All women are 

welcome to this informative study on Genesis. 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 1:30 p.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Fridays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) (2021) 

Patty Correia (2021) 

Kate Hendrix (2020) 

Nora McKinsey (2020) 

Nawatha Reed (2019) 

Judy Salyer (2019) 

 

Elders 

Tom Bennett (2021) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) (2020) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) (2019) 

Staci Edwards (Worship) (2019) 

Brandy Meyer (Christian Education) (2021) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) (2020) 

Harvest Leadership 2019 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
Combined 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

Lunch following 

31 
 

 

 

 

1 2 

 

 

 

 

Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

3 
Alpha Circle– 
9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

4 

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study: 10:00am 

 

5  

 
 

6 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

11  
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study: 10:00am 

12 
 

13  
Worship— 
10:30 am 

Installation of 
Deacons/Elders 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

15 
 

16 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

17 

Presbytery 
Finance 
Committee—
2:00 p.m. 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

18  
Starbucks Men– 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study: 10:00 am 

Deacons— 
12:00 p.m. 

 

19 
New Members 
Class— 9:00am 
@ Stochls 

20  
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

22 
 
 
Session— 
12:00 p.m. 

23 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

25 
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study: 10:00am 

26 

27  
Worship—
10:30 a.m. 

Congregational 
Meeting 

End of the 
Month Potluck 

28 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

29 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team—
6:00 p.m. 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

1 
Starbucks Men-
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00a 

 

2 

National Hat 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

John Baughman (chemo) 

Susan Bennett 

Warren Cawley 

Ruth Strange 

Casey van Rys 

Other Concerns: 

 

Sunday School Schedule*  

1/6 Anette Arias (Patti Arbizu) 

1/13 Staci Edwards (Nawatha Reed) 

1/20 Brandy Meyer (Judy Salyer) 

1/27 Beth Stochl (Brandy Meyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

1—Michael Cousins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15—Frank & Nawatha Reed 

 


