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No one begins a relationship with Christ without being invited. No one.  

And no one begins attending a church without being invited. No one.  

Modern churches have tried the business model of advertising and 

growth.  

We have church signs, with clever sayings to attract attention. 

We have advertisements in the local paper describing our events. 

We have events and pictures posted on internet sites like Facebook. 

Back in the day, we used to have our advertisements in the Yellow 

Pages. 

Some churches will go so far as to run a short video at a local movie 

theater, inviting people to come to church. 

But listen. No one comes uninvited. No one. 

The Gospel of John describes Jesus’ called Philip to come 

follow him. Philip then told Nathanael that “We have found 

him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 

wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”  

Nathanael replied, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” 

Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

Philip could have argued with Nathanael, he could have bribed him, he could have done any 

number of things.  

All he said was, “Come and see.” 

Isn’t that what we as church members are supposed to do? Invite others to “Come and see”? 

Recently, Lifeway (the company that publishes our Sunday School material and our VBS 

material) conducted a survey, which reported on the invite habits of American churchgoers. 

Here’s some of what they found: 

 Nearly two-thirds of Protestant churchgoers have invited someone to church in the last 

six months. 

 Regular church attenders are more likely to invite others to join them than sporadic 

attenders. 

 People will likely accept your invitation to church if you already have a relationship 

with them and offer to walk in/arrive with them. 

 85% of people would accept an invitation to come to a church service if they were 

asked by someone they knew! 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Sermons 

9/9   Nahum 1:7 

9/16  Proverbs 24:16 

9/23 John 3:16 

9/30 Revelation 3:20 



That is a tremendous truth. The gospel grows via networks of relationships. People will come 

to church (and to Christ) because they are invited by someone they know.  

Beginning September 9th, the preaching series will be “The Gospel According to In-n-Out”. 

You may know that In-n-Out is a hamburger chain that started in Baldwin Park, CA. The 

company is known for having Bible verses on cups and wrappers as their way of sharing the 

gospel. The sermons will explore some of those Bible verses.  

Since people know In-n-Out, it would be relatively easy to invite them to church. As an added 

incentive, if you invite and bring a friend who has never been to Harvest, (or who hasn’t been 

to Harvest in over a year), you will each get a $5.00 In-n-Out gift card! 

Is it gimmicky? Sure. A woman once told the great evangelist D. L. Moody that she did not 

like his methods of evangelism (preaching to crowds). He asked her what her methods were. 

She replied that she had no method. And he finally answered that he liked his method better! 

People will not come unless they are invited, personally invited, by you! Let’s be mindful of 

inviting people to Harvest in September. 

“We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) I will be traveling to St. Louis for the Stewardship Kaleidoscope Conference from 

September 24-26. 

2) The Choir will be starting in September. The first practice will be September 6th, with 

the first performance on September 9th. Keep praying for a Choir Director. 

3) I am hoping to start an Adult Sunday School class at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings for 

45 minutes. Let me know if you are interested. 

4) Please remember our family in prayer. We celebrate our anniversary (8/30), but then 

observe the death of my brother (9/1) and my dad (9/2). And we are deeply concerned 

about Beth’s sister-in-law Marcia on hospice, and my step-mom Susan who is 

undergoing treatment for breast cancer. That’s a lot of emotions!  

Youth For Christ Begins Ministry at Mae Hensley Junior High 

This  fall, Youth for Christ Central Valley will begin a campus ministry at Mae Hensley. They 

are holding two Stand Together events on 9/26 and 10/10. They 

will follow that up with small group meetings, then four weeks of 

intramural sports, and then beginning a Campus Life meeting 

once a week. They are looking for a venue, and we have been in 

conversation with them about holding some of the Campus Life 

meetings here at Harvest. Please be praying about this opportunity to reach and influence 

youth in our neighborhood for Christ.  
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Mariners’ Meeting, September 21 

September Mariner's on Friday September 21, 2018, with include 

Installation of 2018-2019 Officers by Pastor Jim Stochl AND presentation/

program by Becki Barton-Nicholes and Bryan Nicholes of  details of their 

recent mission trip to Mongolia to deliver about 200 wheel chairs, 

primarily for children. Thank you Becki and Bryan and thank you for the 

Mariner's Crew for returning to service. 

Movie Night Next Sunday: Believe 

On Sunday, September 2, our last movie night of the summer will show 

“Believe” beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Youth Room.  

 

Alpha Circle Begins September 6th 

Alpha Circle will have its first meeting of the new church year on Thursday, September 

6th. All women are invited to attend. 

 

Women’s Bible Study Begins September 7th 

The Women’s Bible Study will begin on September 7th at Margaret Kuglin’s home. 

The study will continue through Genesis this fall.  
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Remaining Useful, by Jan Beekman 

When your hair is sparkling silver 

And your chest is wrinkled skin, 

How can your life be useful? 

How can you keep your grin? 

I’ll tell you all my secret – 

It’s not too hard to know. 

You have to find your niches 

And stay useful as you grow. 

You can’t let age impale you 

And make you feel extinct. 

You have to keep on growing 

And keep your life distinct! 

So find out where your passions 

Lead you to volunteer – 

And soon skin and hair tone 

Will bring you cause to cheer! 

It’s only when we’ve given 

A life of service sincere 

That we can join the chorus 

In a heartfelt round of cheer. 

We must resolve to remain useful. 

We must share our time with glee. 

Then the outer image fades away, 

And our joy is all they see! 
 

Jan Beekman and her husband, Bob, 

were beloved and faithful members of 

Harvest for many years. They now 

live in Montana. This is from Jan’s 

blog, https://janbeek.wordpress.com/. 



 

Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Fridays: 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Kate Hendrix 

Nora McKinsey 

Nawatha Reed 

Judy Salyer  

Linda Sherman 

 

Elders 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (Worship) 

Brandy Meyer (Christian Education) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) 

 

Harvest Leadership 2018 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
Communion— 
10:30 a.m. 

 

 

HPC Movie 
Night - 6:00 pm 

(Believe) 

3 

 

 

 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

4 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

6 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team 
4:15 pm 

Choir—6:00 pm 

7 

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

 

1 
 
 
8 Stockton 
Presbytery Mtg 
- 9:00 am @ 
Manteca 

9 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

11 
 

12 

 

 

 
 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

13 

 

 

 

 

Praise Team 
4:15 pm 

Choir—6:00 pm 

14  
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Deacons—
12:00 pm 

15 

16 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

18 
Session —
12:00-2:00 pm 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

20 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team 
4:15 pm 
Choir—6:00 pm 

21 
Starbucks Men– 
7:00 am 

 

 

 

22 
 

23 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

25 
 

26 

 

 

 
 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

27 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team 
4:15 pm 

Choir—6:00 pm 

28 
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

 

29 

30  
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck
- After Service 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

2 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

4 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team 
4:15 pm 

Choir—6:00 pm 

5 
Starbucks Men-
7:00 am 

 

6 

Pastor Jim - Study Leave in St. Louis 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

Patti Arbizu (ear, vertigo) 

John Baughman  

Susan Bennett 

Florence Bloemendaal 

Warren Cawley 

Ruth Strange (back) 

Casey van Rys 

Bettye Welsh 

Other Concerns: 

Choir Director search 

Sunday School Schedule*  

9/2 Beth Stochl (Patti Arbizu) 

9/9 Brandy Meyer (Judy Salyer) 

9/2 Beth Stochl (Patti Arbizu) 

9/2 Beth Stochl (Patti Arbizu) 

9/2 Beth Stochl (Patti Arbizu) 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

4—Patti Arbizu 

4—Art McRae 

4—LaVeta Rhoy 

17—Michele James 

26—Margaret Kuglin 

29—Karen Edwards 

 

 

 

 

4—Neal & Myrna Wilhite 

8—Michael & Patricia Cousins 

 


