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It is graduation season. Beth and I had the privilege of attending our 

daughter, Rachel’s graduation from San Jose State late last month. It was a 

wonderful event, and we are very proud of Rachel and the hard work she put 

in, and the person she has been shaped to be. Equally impressive is that she 

did this on her own. Though we paid for her undergrad degree, any graduate 

degree was on their “dime”. She worked, and saved, and was frugal for the 

last several years in order to do this. In this regard, she demonstrated wisdom. 

Wisdom has nothing to do with intelligence. There are some really smart 

people who are “fools”, and there are some really quite ordinary people who 

are incredibly wise.  

But what is wisdom? One definition is “the ability to judge correctly and to 

follow the best course of action, based on knowledge and understanding”.  

The Hebrew word for “wisdom” appears 222 times in the Old Testament. 

Most of those occurrences are in the Book of Proverbs. Proverbs is known as 

a book written by Solomon, but there are several collections of sayings in Proverbs not from Solomon. 

1 Kings 4:23 says that Solomon “composed three thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered a 

thousand and five.” However, in the book of Proverbs, we only have 375 proverbs of Solomon. 

A proverb is a pithy saying that conveys wisdom. Benjamin Franklin had many proverbs in his Poor 

Richard’s Almanac.  Here are some proverbs of Franklin’s: 

 The early bird catches the worm. 

 A stitch in time saves nine. 

 A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 

 Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead. 

 A friend in need is a friend indeed. 

 If you could have Half your Wishes, you would double your Troubles.  

 Beware of little expenses; a small leak will sink a great ship  

 Content makes poor men rich; discontent makes rich men poor.  

 Wise Men learn by other's harms; Fools by their own. 

 The contented person has enough; the one who complains has too much. 

 Glass, China, and a Reputation are easily cracked, and never well mended.  

 Wink at small faults; remember that you have great ones.  

 Fish & House Guests stink in 3 days.  

These pithy and memorable sayings conveyed the wisdom of hard work and diligence. 

I have always struggled with the Proverbs. That could be because I am not wise, you be the judge. But 

I have had two related issues with Proverbs. First, they are often used mechanistically. In the saying 

about the early bird, there may be a day when the early bird doesn’t get any worms. Does that 

invalidate the truth behind the saying? Certainly not. In fact, the point may be deeper than a one off 

incident. It may be implied that a lifestyle of early rising (and getting to bed at a decent hour!) will 

lead to more prosperity than sleeping in. The related issue is that some have taken the proverbs as an 
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iron clad guarantee of success. They will argue that “I followed this proverb, but nothing happened.” 

But this misunderstands the purpose of proverbs. 

Bible scholar Derek Kidner has written:  

“Naturally [proverbs] generalize, as a proverb must and may therefore be charged with 

making life too tidy to be true. But nobody objects to this in secular sayings, for the very 

form demands a sweeping statement and looks for a hearer with his wits about him. We 

need no telling that a maxim like ‘Many hands make light work’ is not the last word on 

the subject, since ‘Too many cooks spoil the broth.’”  

We will be looking at several Proverbs in June, seeking both to understand and apply them. There is 

much wisdom in the Proverbs concerning relationships, work, speaking, finances, success, holiness, 

children, and many others. 

If you have never read Proverbs, or haven’t paid much attention to the wisdom there, this is a chance 

to dive right in. It is never too late to begin the road of wisdom. I am looking forward to it. I hope you 

are, too. 

“We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) I’ve read 30 books so far this year, and would encourage you to read, read, read! Some of the 

books I’ve read and recommend are: 

 The Wingfeather Saga (Four Books) by Andrew Peterson. Book 1 is On the Edge of the 

Dark Sea of Darkness. Book 2 is North! Or Be Eaten. Book 3 is The Monster in the 

Hollows. Book 4 is The Warden and the Wolf King. These are fantastic fantasy books for 

middle schoolers, as the themes of character and identity are key to the stories. 

 Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity by Nabeel 

Qureshi. A moving and compelling story of a young Pakistani American and his journey 

from Islam to Jesus. Very informative about Islam. 

2) I’ve walked over 1,400 miles so far this year, and in May I walked 300 miles! I encourage you 

to walk, walk, walk! Walk with a friend. Walk as much as you can. 

3) The choir’s last Sunday will be Father’s Day. We are so grateful for those who come to 

practice each week, and who sing so well on Sunday mornings. We are incredibly blessed by 

talented singers, and of course, Michele James is a tremendous gift to us as our pianist. 

4) On June 24th, the Alpha Circle will be providing the food for the end of month potluck. 

Thanks! 

5) Vacation Bible School will be July 16-20. Please see Brandy Meyer or Beth Stochl to 

volunteer.  

6) Watch for some announcements this summer about movie nights and some opportunities to eat 

together and fellowship together. 

7) July and August will again be spent in the Psalms, and the reading schedule will be out towards 

the end of the month. 
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Jesus grew in wisdom and kept increasing in wisdom 

Jesus grew in wisdom 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ “grew in wisdom” as a boy in such a way that shocked others. Wisdom is the 

skillful use of knowledge. Jesus grew in the skillful use of knowledge. Notice Luke 2:40 and 52. Luke 

2:40 says, “The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of 

God was upon Him.” Luke 2:52 says, “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor 

with God and men.” In between those two verses the twelve year old Jesus is found in the temple 

(Luke 2:46-52). At the age of twelve, his learning astonished even the teachers at the temple (Luke 

2:47). The sinless, incarnate Son of God “grew in wisdom” as a boy. By the ministry of the Holy 

Spirit upon his human soul, he was enabled to “grow in wisdom” like no other boy in history before or 

since. 

Jesus kept increasing in wisdom 

 Our Lord Jesus “kept increasing in wisdom” and the “grace of God was upon Him” (Luke 2:52, 40). 

These statements bracket the incident at the temple concerning his knowledge and understanding. This 

increase in wisdom and grace was a constant experience of our Lord’s human nature. He kept 

increasing in his ability to skillfully use the knowledge he obtained. This implies that he grew in his 

knowledge of the Word of God and came to realize that and how it spoke about him. Mark Jones 

comments: 

Jesus came to a growing understanding of his Messianic calling by reading the Scriptures. He had to 

learn the Bible just as we must. Of course, he is the greatest theologian who has ever lived. His 

reading of the Bible would have been free from the problems that beset Christians who wrongly 

interpret passages and bring their own sinful dispositions to the text. Nevertheless, we must not 

imagine that Christ had all of the answers as a baby and merely waited to begin his ministry at the age 

of thirty without putting in hard yet delightful work on a daily basis in obedience to his Father’s will. 

As Christopher Wright notes, the Old Testament enabled Jesus to understand himself. The answer to 

his self-identity came from the Bible, ‘the Hebrew scriptures in which he found a rich tapestry of 

figures, historical persons, prophetic pictures and symbols of worship. And in this tapestry, where 

others saw only a fragmented collection of various figures and hopes, Jesus saw his own face. His 

Hebrew Bible provided the shape of his own identity.’ …he had to study to know what to do. While 

he was never ignorant of what he needed to know at any stage of his life, he nevertheless was required 

to learn. 

When Jesus begins his public ministry, it is clear that he knows his relationship to the Old Testament; 

he knows he is that to which it pointed all along. He knows who he is and he knows what he is 

supposed to do. This is why Hamilton is right, when he says, “On the human level, Jesus learned the 

interpretive perspective he taught to his disciples from Moses and the Prophets.” This is not to deny 

that he had other revelation given to him via other means (e.g., Matt. 3:17; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22; 

John 5:20); it is simply to affirm that what he learned from the Old Testament was vitally connected 

to the fact that he increased in wisdom. 

http://www.rbap.net/jesus-grew-in-wisdom-and-kept-increasing-in-wisdom/ 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Fridays: 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Kate Hendrix 

Nora McKinsey 

Nawatha Reed 

Judy Salyer  

Linda Sherman 

 

Elders 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (Worship) 

Brandy Meyer (Christian Education) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 
Worship— 
10:30 a.m. 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

28 

 

 

 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

29 

 

30 

 

31 
 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

1 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

2  

3 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 
 

4 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

 

5 
 

6 7 

Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

8  
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

9 

 

10 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

12 
 

13 

 

14 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

15 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00 am 

 

 

 

16 
 

17 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

19 
 

20 

 

21 
Session—   
10:30 a.m. 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Praise Team 
6:30 pm 

22 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

23 

24  
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

26 

 

27 

 

28 
 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Praise Team 
6:30 pm 

 

29 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

30 
 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

Patti Arbizu (ear, vertigo) 

John Baughman  

Susan Bennett 

Florence Bloemendaal 

Warren Cawley 

Virginia Irons 

Judy Salyer (cough) 

Ruth Strange (back) 

Other Concerns: 

Vacation Bible School 

Choir Director search 

Sunday School Schedule*  

6/3 Nursery: Martha McNamara 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Beth Stochl,  

 Martha McNamara (alternate) 

6/10 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Brandy Meyer 

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Patti Arbizu,  

 Beth Stochl (alternate) 

6/17 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Anette Arias, 

 Martha McNamara (alternate) 

6/24 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Judy Salyer 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Staci Edwards, 

 Patti Arbizu (alternate) 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

4—Dorothy Nelson (99) 

12—Brooklyn James 

15—Warren Cawley 

8—Leon & Karen Edwards 

15—Ralph & Patti Arbizu 

17—Devon & Michele James 

 


