
As you read this, I am in Arizona, enjoying the Arizona Fall League baseball 

games. I am there to cheer for the San Francisco Giants’ prospects, 

especially Joey Bart and Heliot Ramos, as they play for the Scottsdale 

Scorpions. After four days of baseball, I will spend three days in San Diego 

at a Stewardship Kaleidoscope Conference, sponsored by the Presbyterian 

Foundation, learning about, well, stewardship! I will be relatively busy, but I 

also hope to catch some time to read, relax,  and to ponder. 

One of the verses I have been pondering is John 13:3, “Jesus, knowing that 

the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going back to God.” As Jesus faced the defining moments of 

his life, his betrayal, his arrest, his trial, his beatings, his death on the cross, 

he knew who he was, where he came from, and where he was going. I am 

quite sure that our Lord Jesus drew comfort and strength from that knowing.  

I have been pondering that verse since our brother and friend, John Baughman, passed away 

peacefully a few weeks ago in August.  

Everyone who knew John, loved John. He was kind, generous, and had a terrific sense of humor. He 

was an avid reader. He loved soccer. He loved music. He loved Betty and his children. He loved the 

church. I think John connected with just about everybody. 

A few weeks before he died, my daughter, Rachel, came with me to visit John. He was eager to find 

out how Rachel was doing. I think he connected with Rachel because she went to school at San Jose 

State, and lived in San Jose, just as John had done. He raved about how much it meant for Rachel to 

visit him.  

I think my own connection with John began with a shared love for soccer. He was a soccer referee, as 

I had been. We sometimes found ourselves sharing our experiences as referees and also about how 

referees had done in matches. Picky stuff like how they presented a red or yellow card. Only fellow 

soccer referees can understand this sort of banter. He especially was enamored with the play of the US 

Women’s National Soccer Team. They gave special meaning to the phrase, “the Beautiful Game”, 

because they played it so well. It was a joy to watch them play with grace, passion, skill and drive. 

I shared John’s passion for books, and we even liked the same kind of books, and the same authors! 

Almost until the very end, whenever we would talk, we’d talk about books. He loved biographical 

figures like Churchill and Lincoln. He was fascinated with the Civil War, and learned about the 

Southern perspective in his years in Atlanta. I am pretty sure that did not change his mind! We both 

appreciated Shelby Foote’s work on the Civil War, and also Ken Burn’s magnificent documentary on 

the Civil War. 

When I met John, he was increasingly hard of hearing. But he often handled it with charm and grace, 

asking me to repeat myself. I always wondered if he really didn’t hear me, or if he just was giving me 

another chance to say something more intelligent than my initial comment! 
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I knew John’s serious side, and his playful side, his soccer side and his math/engineering side, and his 

sense of humor. I did not really know how much he cared for people. On one long visit at English 

Oaks, John got quite emotional when remembering former members of Harvest who had all passed 

away. He mentioned Hardy Fowler and Homer Jorgensen with great fondness, and with tears. They 

were men who mentored John, encouraged John, and whose lives modeled the love of Christ to John. 

John was so appreciative to have spent time with such godly men, and shared his deep feelings quite 

openly. I was moved, too, as I remembered mentors in my own life. 

Well, I have really gone far afield from John 13:3. But this is what I have been pondering. The last 

few years have not been kind to John. He was regularly in the hospital with one ailment or another. 

And treating one thing seemed to exacerbate another thing. I know it must have been tiring and 

frustrating. He would get his hopes up about getting better, only to be back in the hospital in a few 

days. And yet, I never heard him complain. He remained, until the end, grateful, and curious. He 

always spoke kindly to nurses, and was usually in a good sense of humor.  

How, I wonder, can a man go through so much pain and suffering and still maintain a wonderful sense 

of humor? I think John knew, deep down, like Jesus, who he was, where he came from (created by a 

loving Heavenly Father), and where he was going (resurrection). It was that triple knowing that 

allowed him to be at peace about his circumstances, especially as he saw the end coming. I also think 

that the deep and affectionate love of his family, especially Betty, gave him a deep sense of peace and 

belonging. 

Many people today lack that dual knowing, where they are from and where they are going. And so, 

they lack peace. And because of the lack of peace, they become self-centered, making everything “all 

about me.” John was far, far from that.  

I am continually challenged by the character he displayed over these last few years, especially the last 

few months of his life. He made me want to evaluate my life, and to be a better person. I will miss our 

discussions about soccer and books, and especially the humor! 

I am looking forward to celebrating John’s life on Saturday, October 12th at 1:00 p.m. I hope you will 

join the family. He loved his Harvest family almost as much as his biological family, and he would be 

tickled and slightly puzzled to know so many people would want to celebrate his life. 

“We (still) go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) We started a Men’s Bible Study! Friday mornings from 8:15-9:15 a.m. We will be studying the 

Gospel of Mark. Our next study is October 4th. Be there! 

2) The Presbytery of Stockton approved our Grant Request! There was a Personnel component for 

Youth, and a Building component for several upgrade projects. The $23,000 from the Florence 

Bloemendaal estate was used as the basis for a 2-1 matching grant. We hope to show some 

progress in some of these areas soon. 
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Presbyterian Women Gathering, October 19th 

The Presbyterian Women from the Stockton Presbytery will gather at Geneva 

Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 19th to hear about “The Art of 

Neighboring”. Registration is at 9:30 a.m., with opening worship at 10:00 a.m. 

All women are invited to attend, and encouraged to bring a salad or dessert to share for lunch. 

Online Giving Now Live! 

In partnership with the Presbyterian Foundation, we have set up 

online giving. If you don’t carry cash, and don’t write checks, or if 

you always seem to forget, this is your opportunity! Use 

the QR code here. Or locate the Give Now button on 

our website. Or download the Give+ app at the app store. You can give through 

credit or debit cards, or a bank account (checking or savings). You can give one 

time, or regularly. If you have any questions, you can ask Mike Cousins or Tom 

Bennett on the Finance Team.  

Church Work Day, October 5th 

On Saturday, October 5th, we will be having a Church Work Day. There 

will be some clean up and organizing in the kitchen and the CE and Youth 

Rooms, as well as maintenance issues with gutters, and working on the 

grounds. Come join us from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

No Mariners in October 

Due to many of our regular Mariners unable to make it, our October Mariners 

meeting will be cancelled. We will meet again in November for our traditional 

Thanksgiving Feast.  

Trunk or Treat with the City of Ceres 

From 6-8pm on Wednesday, October 31, the City of Ceres will 

be hosting an all city Trunk or Treat Event. And we will join 

them. We will set up a 10x10 tent, and hand out candy and 

flyers. We will need 2,000 pieces of candy donated (we already 

have 600 pieces). We’ll need some people to volunteer for an hour or two to hand out candy, 

and to interact with people. Please see Pastor Jim or Brandy Meyer if you’d like to volunteer. It 

will be a great way to meet other people serving the city, and interact with the people who 

come, without having to spend lots of energy on our own logistics here. Above all, please pray 

that we would not just hand out candy, but that spiritual conversations might occur. 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Bonnie Middleton—secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 2:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Fridays: 8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Harvest Leadership 2019 

  Deacons   

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) (2021) 

Patty Correia (2021) 

Kate Hendrix (2020) 

Nora McKinsey (2020) 

Nawatha Reed (2019) 

Judy Salyer (2019) 

   Elders    

Tom Bennett (Finance/Nominating) (2021) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) (2020) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission/Personnel) (2019) 

Staci Edwards (Personnel/Worship) (2019) 

Brandy Meyer (Youth/Outreach/Nominating)(2021) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) (2020) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 
Worship — 
10:30 am 
End of the 
Month Potluck 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg — 
6:00 pm 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

 
Choir—5:30 pm 

4 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 

Men’s Bible 
Study– 9:15am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

5  Workday— 

8:00-11:00am 

 

Bookkeeper in 
Office — 
9:00am  

 

6 
Worship— 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —

6:00 pm 

8 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team—

6:00 pm 

9 
 
 
 
 
Persephone 
Guild–7:00 pm 

10 

Alpha Circle- 
10:00 am 

 

 

 
Choir—5:30 pm 

11 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 

Men’s Bible 
Study– 9:15am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

12 John 

Baughman 
Memorial 
Service– 1:00 
p.m. 

 

13 
Worship— 

10:30 am 

14 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
Praise Team—
6:00 pm 

16 

 

17 
Session —12:00
-2:00 pm 
 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

18 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 

Men’s Bible 
Study– 9:15am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
 
 

19 
Bookkeeper in 
Office — 9:00 
am 

20 
Worship — 

10:30 am 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

22 
 

23 

 

24 

 
 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

25 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 

Men’s Bible 
Study– 9:15am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

26 
 

27 
Worship — 
10:30 am 
End of the 
Month Potluck 

28 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg — 
6:00 pm 
 

29 

 

30 

 

31 
 
Choir—5:30 pm 
Trunk or Treat– 
6:00 p.m. 
Downtown 
Ceres 
 

1 Starbucks 

Men- 7:00 am 

Men’s Bible 
Study– 9:15am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

2 Bookkeeper 

in Office — 
9:00 am 

Stockton 
Presbytery 
Meeting 
(Geneva) — 
9:00am 

Pastor Jim - Arizona Fall League and San Diego 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

Susan Bennett 

Warren Cawley 

Dorothy Nelson 

Frank Reed 

Ruth Strange 

Bettye Welsh 

Other Concerns: 

 

 

 Sunday School Schedule *  

10/6 Beth Stochl, Lynsie Salyer,  Judy 

 Salyer (Alternate) 

10/13  Anette Arias, Lynsie Salyer, 

 Martha McNamara (Alternate) 

10/20 Brandy Meyer, Lynsie Salyer, 

 Nawatha Reed (Alternate) 

10/27  Staci Edwards, Lynsie Salyer, 

 Patti Arbizu (Alternate) 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with 

Brandy Meyer or Bonnie if you have any 

conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

5—Brandy Meyer  
5—Pastor Jim Stochl 
9—Bethany Edwards 

17—Neal Wilhite 
21—Paul Moran 

26—Angelise Arias 

 

 

 

 

 

10—Tom & Susan Bennett  


