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I hope you are benefiting from our read through the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans on Sunday mornings. I sure am. Romans is an enriching and challenging 

book. And it is full of spiritual truth and wisdom. 

In chapter one, Paul says that the essence of human sin, rebellion against the Creator 

God, is that men and women “knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 

thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their 

foolish hearts were darkened.” (Romans 1:21) 

To glorify God is to put God in God’s rightful place, 

acknowledging that God is the Creator, and that we are mere 

creatures. We are alive because God has made us. There is great dignity in 

this, but there is the appropriate response of gratitude. 

John Calvin once said that the real hallmark of the true Christian is 

gratitude. Indeed, the much beloved Heidelberg Catechism is structured into 

three main sections: Guilt-Grace-Gratitude. The Gratitude section is by far 

the largest. 

As we approach Thanksgiving, let us be mindful of the power of gratitude. It is not natural to many of 

us, and needs to be practiced and practiced until it becomes a part of us. Here are some quotes to 

motivate you to be grateful. 

 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for 

you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)  

 Mature prayer always breaks into gratitude. (Richard Rohr) 

 I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought, and that gratitude is happiness 

doubled by wonder. (G.K. Chesterton) 

 In happy moments, PRAISE GOD. In difficult moments, SEEK GOD. In quiet moments, 

WORSHIP GOD. In painful moments, TRUST GOD. Every moment, THANK GOD. (Rick 

Warren) 

 It is only with gratitude that life becomes rich! (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 

 Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns 

denial into acceptance, chaos into order, confusion into clarity….It turns problems into 

gifts, failures into success, the unexpected into perfect timing, and mistakes into important 

events. Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today and creates a vision for 

tomorrow. (Melody Beattie) 

 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 

body. And be thankful. (Colossians 3:16-17) 



  If the only prayer you say in your whole life is “thank you,” that would suffice. (Meister 

Eckhart) 

 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever. (Psalm 136:1) 

 We would worry less if we praised more. Thanksgiving is the enemy of discontent and 

dissatisfaction. (Harry Ironside)  

 The unthankful heart discovers no mercies; but the thankful heart will find, in every hour, 

some heavenly blessings. (Henry Ward Beecher) 

 We are surrounded by God’s benefits. The best use of these benefits is an unceasing 

expression of gratitude. (John Calvin) 

Let us be mindful of being grateful this season. 

“You go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim  

Notes: 

1) November 5th is a Communion Sunday, but also the end of Daylight Savings Time. Please set 

your clocks back one hour on Saturday evening. 

2) We continue to pursue a Choir/Music Director. If you know anyone who might be remotely 

interested, please let the office know the contact information. Please continue to pray.  

3) I will be gone from November 8-17. From November 8-14, I will be watching baseball at the 

Arizona Fall League in Phoenix. From November 14-17, I will be participating in a Mid-Council 

Financial Network Conference (doesn’t THAT sound exciting) in Long Beach. My friend, Rev. 

David Hill (recently retired from Lodi) will be preaching on 

the 12th for me. 

4) We are hoping to once again do the Cookies and Cocoa 

Outreach in December, reaching out to those who will be 

touring Christmas Tree Lane. Last year we had about 250 

people come by over three nights, one of which was raining. 

It is good to meet our neighbors and be generous in our 

hospitality. Watch for more details.  

5) Looking ahead, we will decorate the Christmas Tree on 

Saturday, December 2nd. It is for the first Sunday in 

Advent, which is December 3rd. We will be taking a break 

from the Romans series during Advent. 

6) I encourage you to come to the Prayer Meeting on Mondays at 6:00 pm in the Youth Room. 

Come once a month, or every week, and pray! 

7) The Session is reading a book together about leading change called “Who Moved My Pulpit?” 
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Operation Christmas Child 

It is that time of year again to be packing shoeboxes. Collection 

will be on Sunday, November 12th. Pre-printed plastic boxes can 

be purchased online or at www.hobbylobby.com. There are several 

changes this year. No candy. No toothpaste. Cost for shipping is up 

to $9.00/box.  

Harvest Mariners 

The Harvest Mariners will gather on Friday, November 17th at 6:00 p.m. in the Worship Center for a 

traditional turkey dinner, including mashed potatoes, yams, pumpkin pie and more! The cost will be 

$6.00 per person, and the proceeds fund local ministries. The Harvest Mariners 

are part of the National Presbyterian Mariners is an adult service and fellowship 

organization founded in 1927. The goal of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, helping 

individual and families progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 

Upcoming Sermons on Romans 

November 5— The Story of Two Men (Romans 5:12-21) 

November 12— The Story of Living in a World Restored: United to  

   Christ (Romans 6:1-14)  

   (Guest Pastor Dave Hill will be preaching) 

November 19— The Story of God's Servants (Romans 6:15-7:6) 

November 26— The Story of the Wretched Man (Romans 7:7-25) 

Harvest Baskets 

Even in this valley which produces so much of the nation’s food, there is still 

hunger. Stanislaus County has a food insecurity rate of 26.5% (higher than 

California’s 12.5%, based on latest data from 2014). A majority of students 

in Ceres schools qualify for free or reduced fee meals. Each year we give 

thanks to God at Thanksgiving by contributing to the local food program 

which operates out of the Seventh Day Adventist Church on Central Avenue. 

Envelopes will be in the bulletin each Sunday in November. Please 

remember the hungry, and volunteer some of your time to this worthy cause. 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 2:00—6:00 pm 

Thursdays: 2:00—6:00 pm 

Fridays: 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Pat Cousins 

Martha McNamara 

Nawatha Reed 

Linda Sherman 

Myrna Wilhite (Treasurer) 

 

Elders 

Patti Arbizu (Personnel) 

Susan Bennett (Communications) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (CE) 

Brandy Meyer (CE/Youth) 

Wilson Kailiponi (Worship) 

Harvest Leadership 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

30 31 

 

 
 

Trunk or Treat: 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

2 
Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

3 
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Office Open: 
8:00 am—
12:00 pm 

4 
Presbytery 
Meeting 
(Turlock) 
9:00am 

5 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 
 

6 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

7 
 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

9 
 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

10  
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

11 
 

12 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

14 
 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

16 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

17 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00am 

 

 

Mariners: 6:00 
pm 

18 
 

19 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

20 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

21 
 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

23 

 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

24 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

Office Closed 

25 

26 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

27 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

28  

 
 

 

 

 

29 
 

Session—2:30 
pm  

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

30 
 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

1 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

2 
Decorate 
Worship 
Center 
9:00 am 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 John Baughman 

 Warren Cawley 

 Virginia Irons (hospice care) 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Casey VanRys 

Sunday School Schedule*  

11/5 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha  

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Cyndy Cawley, Brandy Meyer 

11/12 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Staci Edwards 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Judy Salyer 

11/19 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Judy Salyer  

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Anette Arias 

11/26 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Beth Stochl 

 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy 

Meyer or Kohl James if you have any conflicts or 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

4—Gregg Edwards 

10—Isabel McKay  

25—Tom Bennett 

 

 

 

 

07—Warren & Cyndy Cawley 

10—Brandy & Keith Meyer 

14—Kenneth & Martha McNamara 

 


