
Beth and I had a wonderful vacation. We began with a Friday morning flight 

to Omaha where we met our kids, then we drove west to Aurora. On 

Saturday, we spent the whole day at the farm near Bradshaw. We visited with 

lots of family members that we have known for years, and met some new 

family members, including children 

and people bravely marrying into the 

family. Nebraska, along with much of 

the Midwest, has been inundated by 

massive floods due to snow melt and 

also sudden rain storms. The corn has 

been planted, but it is about a month 

or two behind where it should be. 

Farmers had to wait for water to 

recede, and then had to wait again 

until the ground firmed up enough to 

use the tractors and other machinery. You can see from the 

picture that we are taller than the corn, which should not be at 

this time of year. Our hearts and admiration go out to those who grow crops. 

We then went to Omaha for Mark to catch a flight on Monday, for Rachel to kick around the city for a 

few days, and for Beth and I to spend some time with some old friends from San Jose who teach at 

Creighton University. Our plan was to catch the train around 11:00 p.m. in Omaha, sleep through the 

night, and then wake up in Denver the next morning at 7:00 a.m. There’s an old saying, “If you want 

to make God laugh, tell him your plans.” 

The train was more than two hours late to Omaha. No problem. We rode an hour to Lincoln, and then 

stopped. While a thunderstorm raged around us, the train did not move. For eight hours. Finally, the 

conductor told us that the track had washed out ahead, and that we needed to wait until it was 

repaired. We finally left Lincoln around 10:30 that morning. Throughout the day, we stopped. And 

stopped. And stopped. The final indignity was that when we got to Denver, we stopped within 200 

yards of the train station, and waited there for almost two hours as the train crew was changed. We 

could have walked to the train station! The total time for this adventure was 27 hours, for a trip that 

was scheduled to take 8 hours. Ah, Amtrak! 

There were two things that struck me about this little fiasco. First, I didn’t handle it well. I did not 

sleep. At all. So I was tired. But I completely forgot the benediction I say every Sunday. You know, 

“You go nowhere by accident…..” Well, I was convinced that these long delays WERE accidents, and 

I was not enjoying them, nor was I looking for ministry opportunities! 

Second, I struggle with being a Myers-Briggs’ type J. The Myers-Briggs personality assessment helps 

people understand their personality types. There are four (4) pairs of characteristics. Introvert-

Extrovert is one. Intuitive-Sensory is another. Truth-Feeling is another. And Judgment-Process is the 

last. For the J type, we like things being completed. The old Nissan commercial whose tagline was, 

“Life is a journey, enjoy the ride” is a nice idea, but J’s hate it. When I get in the car (or on a train!), I 

try to enjoy the ride, but I really, Really, REALLY just want to get where we are going! 

When the train was moving, I was doing pretty well, because we were getting closer to our 

destination. But when the train was stopped, I got frustrated.  
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The Bible indicates that we are not what we once were, but 

we are not what we will be. We were sinners, and now are 

redeemed by Jesus. Our lives are being transformed day by 

day, and one day our redeemed selves will be with our 

loving and holy God. The journey can be quite long, and can 

be sometimes difficult. We can experiences seasons where 

we are growing in grace at an amazing rate, and then 

experience seasons where the whole project seems stalled. 

Like a train waiting on a siding. 

While the destination is ever in my mind (as a J), I am also 

trying to learn how to be focused on the present. Which is 

why walking has been so good for me, as it slows me down, 

and allows me to observe life at a slower pace. 

So yeah, your pastor is definitely a work in progress. Sometimes the progress doesn’t seem like much. 

But our Lord who promised is faithful, and He will do it! (1 Thessalonians 5:24) 

“We (still) go nowhere by accident…” (even on trains!) 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) I’ve read 28 books so far this year, and would encourage you to read, read, read! I’ve walked 

over 2,100 miles so far this year, averaging over 10 miles a day, and I would encourage you to 

walk, walk, walk! 

2) Beth and I will be in Monterey for our anniversary (#39) from August 27-30. 

3) The Stockton Presbytery has appointed me to be the Moderator of the Trinity Presbyterian 

Church in Stockton. I did this once before in 2013-2014. The sad thing is that in 2014, they 

knew what they needed to do, and they had energy and people. Now, five years later, they have 

done nothing. Their energy is mostly gone. And their worship attendance is less than half what 

it was in 2014. It is a cautionary tale for us, too. I hope this will not last more than a few 

months.  

Presbytery Grant 

The Finance Committee has ben working on a grant request from the Stockton 

Presbytery. We are seeking to use the Legacy gift from Florence Bloemendaal as 

seed money for a 2-for-1 match by the Presbytery. Among the projects on our list 

are, (1) sealing the parking lots, (2) LED lights for the parking lots, (3) Large 

screen TV and cart for Worship Center, (4) funding for work with Youth for 

Christ at Mae Hensley, (5) LED lights for the Worship Center, (6) more efficient cooling for the 

Chapel, (7) hearing assistance equipment for the Worship Center, (8) MP3 recorder, and MP3 devices 

for shut-ins to use, (9) hand rails for the Worship Center stage, (10) repairing stairs in Worship 

Center, (11) moving the Memory Tree to the Worship Center. We’d love your input on these, and any 

other projects you wish us to pursue. We are hoping for a grant of $45,000 from the Stockton 

Presbytery. 
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Town Hall Meeting, August 4th 

On Sunday, August 4th, we’ll be holding a Town Hall Discussion at 6:00 p.m.. This will 

be a chance to discuss issues and opportunities facing Harvest. Dessert will be served. 

The meeting will last no more than one hour. So bring your questions, your concerns, 

and your sweet tooth to the Town Hall Discussion on August 4th! 

Confirmation Class 

We have purchased a relatively inexpensive but well-done curriculum 

called Theocademy. This is a video and discussion based program that 

prepares young teenagers for membership and baptism. We hope to start 

this in August, looking for baptism and membership in January. If you 

would like to help out with this, let Pastor Jim know. 

Combined Worship Service, August 25th 

A combined worship service with our sisters and brothers from the Iglesia Cristiano Emmanuel 

congregation will be held on August 25th at 10:30 a.m. We have experimented with different formats. 

This time, it is Pastor Jim’s turn to preach. Look for more information as the date nears!  

Preaching Series in August 

August 4: The Comfort of Presence (Job 2:11-13) 

August 11: The Comfort of Hope (2 Thessalonians 2:15-17) 

August 18: The God of All Comfort (2 Corinthians 1) 

Youth for Christ Campers, August 11th 

Some of the youth that went to the Youth for Christ camps this summer will be 

in the worship service on August 11th to share a little of their experiences. Don’t 

miss it! 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

J-P Moran —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Harvest Leadership 2019 

  Deacons   

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) (2021) 

Patty Correia (2021) 

Kate Hendrix (2020) 

Nora McKinsey (2020) 

Nawatha Reed (2019) 

Judy Salyer (2019) 

   Elders    

Tom Bennett (Finance/Nominating) (2021) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) (2020) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission/Personnel) (2019) 

Staci Edwards (Personnel/Worship) (2019) 

Brandy Meyer (Youth/Outreach/Nominating)(2021) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) (2020) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 
Worship— 

10:30 am 

29 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

30 

 

 

31 

 

1 
 

National Water 
Balloon Day 

2 

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
 

3 

 

 

4 
Communion— 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Town Hall 

Meeting– 6:00 

pm 

5 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —

6:00 pm 

6 

 
 

 

7 8 

 

 

9  

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

10 
 

Bookkeeper in 
Office — 
9:00am 

 

11 
Worship— 

10:30 am 

12 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —

6:00 pm 

13 
 

14 

 

15 
 

 

 

16 
Starbucks Men– 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
Worship — 

10:30 am 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

20 
 

21 

 

22 
 

 

 

23 
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

24 
Bookkeeper in 
Office — 9:00 
am 

25 
Combined 
Worship — 
10:30 am 
End of the 
Month Potluck 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg — 
6:00 pm 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
 

 

30 Starbucks 

Men-7:00 am 
 

31 

Pastor Jim and Beth on Vacation 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

John Baughman  

Warren Cawley 

Dorothy Nelson 

Frank Reed 

Ruth Strange 

Bettye Welsh 

Other Concerns: 

 

 

 Sunday School Schedule *  

8/4 Brandy Meyer, Lynsie Salyer, Judy 

 Salyer (Alternate) 

8/11 Staci Edwards, Lynsie Salyer,  

 Martha McNamara (Alternate) 

8/18 Beth Stochl, Lynsie Salyer,  

 Nawatha Reed (Alternate) 

8/25 Anette Arias, Lynsie Salyer, Patti  

 Arbizu (Alternate) 

 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy 

Meyer or J-P if you have any conflicts or 

questions. 

 

 

 

 3—Tom Bathe      19—Betty Baughman 

 3—Ruth Strange      21—Rachel Stochl 

10—Nawatha Reed   23—Beth Stochl 

13—Cyndy Cawley    29—Richard McKay 

15—Nora McKinsey   29—Eileen Sperry 

15—Ardra Edwards 

 

 

 

 

21—Greg & Staci Edwards 

29—Tom & Virginia Bathe 

30—Jim & Beth Stochl 


