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The strangest ending to the gospel story is the end of Mark’s gospel. While 

many of our Bibles go to Mark 16:20, the best Greek manuscripts strongly 

suggest that verse 8 is the end of Mark’s gospel.  

5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 

robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to 

them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 

place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is 

going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 

you.” (Mark 16:5-7) 

The women approached the tomb and saw an angel, who told them the 

good news about Jesus’ resurrection. They were to inform the disciples, 

“and Peter”, that Jesus would meet them in Galilee. A pretty amazing 

story, right? And then we come to verse 8. 

So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they 

said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  (Mark 16:8) 

What?!? They ran from the tomb and told no one because they were afraid. Afraid! 

Some scholars conclude that the real ending of Mark’s gospel was torn off and lost. No one, they say, 

would end a story like that! Other scholars believe that verses 9-20 were added later, but the 

vocabulary and the writing style is distinctly not like the previous 16 chapters of Mark.  

This ending makes good sense, as “fear” is an ongoing theme in Mark. The disciples were afraid when 

Jesus stilled the raging sea in Mark 4:40. The demon-possessed man, Jairus, the bleeding woman, and 

the townspeople were all afraid of Jesus’ power in Mark 5. The disciples were afraid to ask Jesus what 

he meant in Mark 9:32. And the disciples were afraid of following Jesus to Jerusalem in Mark 10:32. 

In Mark 11, the chief priests and scribes were afraid of Jesus in verse 18, and then afraid of the crowd 

in verse 32. That’s a lot of fear! 

Why would these women be afraid? Perhaps because this was too good to be true! Perhaps because no 

one would believe them, precisely because they were women, as women were not allowed to testify in 

the first century law courts. Perhaps they were afraid that the Romans and Jewish officials would do 

to them what they had done to Jesus if they went around telling people that he was not dead, but alive! 

This ending of Mark is good news. It is apparent to anyone reading history, or the New Testament, 

that they did not listen to their fear, but told others about the risen Jesus. Fear did not have the last 

word in their actions. They overcame their fears and at least told the disciples, who then carried the 

message of Jesus to Spain in the west, India in the east, Ethiopia in the south, and France in the north.  

But this ending, abrupt and puzzling as it is, is also an invitation to us, disciples of Jesus, to speak 

what we know to be true: Jesus is alive. And because of that, Jesus offers forgiveness of sins and a 

promise of new life to all who believe.  

To speak of Jesus can be scary and intimidating. It can be perceived as arrogant, or biased, or 

impolite. Like the disciples, we may experience rejection from others because we name the name of 

Jesus. But fear does not, and cannot have the last word for us, just like it did not have the last word for 

the women. 

From the Pastor 



My friends, we are Easter people. We have experienced the persistent, powerful, patient love of God 

in Jesus Christ. And we are under orders. We have a mission to share this good news with others. 

Whatever else our personal or church mission might be, it can not leave out this vital component: go 

and tell. 

As we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday, let us invite others to join us. And let us take 

every opportunity to “go and tell”, and not to give in to our fears. 

“We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

 Notes: 

1) Easter is April 1st! Invite your family and friends. 

2) We will be departing from our usual communion practice (first Sunday of the month) and 

will celebrate communion on April 8th. 

3) LOVE Ceres will take place on April 21, 2018. Several church pastors and leaders have 

formed a leadership team, and are hoping the churches in Ceres will show the community 

how much God loves them through our actions. 

4) Our Prayer Meeting is Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. for about 30 minutes. We’d love for you 

to come pray about the concerns of the church and the world. 

5) We will be back to reading through Romans on April 8th, and I hope to finish on Mother’s 

Day. Then we will take a brief look at the wisdom in Proverbs until the end of June. 

6) I will be out of town on Monday, April 16th, attending a Presbyterian Board of Pensions 

event in Berkeley (and most likely making a run to Fentons!). 

7) I’ve read 18 books so far this year, and would encourage you to read, read, read! 

8) I’ve walked over 800 miles so far this year, and would encourage you to walk, walk, walk! 

Harvest Mariners Potluck Dinner, April 20th 

In February, Brandy Meyer gave an interesting presentation on the Ceres Water Tower. It was a great 

evening. At our meeting on March 16th, the Mariners hosted a traditional corned beef and cabbage 

dinner. Peter Cousins gave an informative talk about grapes, and we were serenaded with some lovely 

Irish music by a small choir of Mariners members. Speaker is unknown for 

April, but come join the fun and the fellowship and the food! 

The Harvest Mariners are part of the National Presbyterian Mariners is an adult 

service and fellowship organization founded in 1927. The goals of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, helping 

individual and families progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 

Page  2 



5 Things Millennials Are Looking For In A Church 
By Carey Nieuwhof 

[This is an excerpt from an article by Carey Nieuwhof that I 

have been chewing on. It is clear that our church, as most 

churches in our country, need to be better at reaching 

younger people.] 

1. Millennials Think Character Matters Most 

Character will determine effectiveness in reaching 

Millennials far more than competency does. This is both 

great news and frightening news. The good news? An 

authentic experience in a church with B+ worship 

experience beats a hollow experience in a church with A+ programming. 

That’s good news to every church that doesn’t have the expertise, budget or staff to pull off the 

experience larger churches offer. 

But the frightening part is there’s a high-powered magnifying glass aimed at the character of every 

church leader, and especially the senior leaders.  

2. Budget Matters Less 

The really good news is that things like integrity, authenticity and a deep sense of mission cost 

nothing financially. So they are accessible to everyone. Sure, they will 

cost you deeply in terms of your personal walk. They will cause you 

to be brutally honest, to repent, to change, to grow and to trust God at 

whole new levels, but the cost of discipleship is always worth paying. 

But if you live in a space where you think “we can’t reach the next 

generation because we have no money,” think again.  

3. Relationships Count To Millennials 

What do young adults want? 

Your time. Your heart. And your attention. And a chance to actually connect with people. 

Churches that elevate community will do better with Millennials than churches that don’t. 

So prioritize chances to serve, connect and grow together. A great small group strategy and serving 

strategy can help so much with this. 

Community doesn’t mean that everyone has to know everyone (a myth by which many small 

churches live and die). But it does mean everyone needs to know someone. 

The importance of community is something both Orange and Kara Powell believe is critical to 

reaching the next generation. I agree. Kara’s new book, Growing Young, (which I’ve had the 

privilege of pre-reading) highlights this even more. 

Relationship is something every church can be great at. 

[Pastor Jim’s closing comment: young people will not find us, we need to find them. And we need 

to take a real interest in them, entering their world before we expect them to enter our world. Let’s 

work on our relationships with young people, and be challenged and blessed.] 
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When it comes to 

reaching Millennials, 

maybe the question we 

need to ask isn’t ‘what 

do we need to do?’ as 

much as ‘who do we 

need to be?’ 



 

Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Mondays: 12:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 12:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 9:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Kate Hendrix 

Nora McKinsey 

Nawatha Reed 

Judy Salyer  

Linda Sherman 

 

Elders 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (Worship) 

Wilson Kailiponi (Worship) 

Brandy Meyer (Christian Education) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) 

 

Harvest Leadership 2018 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Easter 
Worship— 
10:30 a.m. 

 

2 

 

 

 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

3 

 

4 

 

5 
Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

6   

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

7 
 

8 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 
 

9 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

 

10 
 

11 12  
 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

13  
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

14 

 

15 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

17 
Session—   
10:00 a.m. 

18 

 

19 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

20 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00 am 

 

 

Mariners: 6:00 
pm 

21 

 
 

22 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

24 
 

25 

 

26 

 
 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

27 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

28   

29  
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

1 

 

2 

 

3 
 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

4 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

5 
Stockton 
Presbytery 
Meeting, 9:00 
a.m, (Manteca) 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

Patti Arbizu (ear, vertigo) 

John Baughman 

Susan Bennett 

Florence Bloemendaal 

Warren Cawley 

Virginia Irons 

Dorothy Nelson 

Judy Salyer (cough) 

Other Concerns: 

Easter Outreach 

Choir Director search 

Kevin Wilhite (job search) 

 

Sunday School Schedule*  

4/1 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Staci Edwards, 

 Judy Salyer (alternate) 

4/8 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Judy Salyer 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Patti Arbizu, 

 Nawatha Reed (alternate) 

4/15 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Brandy Meyer 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Judy Salyer, Anette 

 Arias (alternate) 

4/22 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed 

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Cyndy Cawley, 

 Patti Arbizu (alternate) 

4/29 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Beth Stochl , 

 Cyndy Cawley (alternate) 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

1—Virginia Irons 

9—Jacob Holleman 

22—Hannah Holleman 

22—Frank Reed 

28—Keith Meyer 

29—Kendall Meyer 

 

 

 

 

30—Richard & Isabel McKay 

 


