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October 31 is often celebrated as Reformation Day. It celebrates the day that Martin 

Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Cathedral Church in Wittenberg. Thus 

began the Protestant Reformation.  

Born in Eisleben, Germany, in 1483, Martin Luther went on to become one of Western 

history’s most significant figures. Luther spent his early years in relative anonymity as 

a monk and scholar. But in 1517 Luther penned a document attacking the Catholic 

Church’s corrupt practice of selling “indulgences” to absolve sin. His “95 Theses,” 

which propounded two central beliefs—that the Bible is the central religious authority 

and that humans may reach salvation only by their faith and not by their deeds—was 

to spark the Protestant Reformation. Although these ideas had been advanced before, Martin Luther 

codified them at a moment in history ripe for religious reformation. The Catholic Church was ever 

after divided, and the Protestantism that soon emerged was shaped by Luther’s ideas. His writings 

changed the course of religious and cultural history in the West. 

Committed to the idea that salvation could be reached 

through faith and by divine grace only, Luther 

vigorously objected to the corrupt practice of selling 

indulgences. Acting on this belief, he wrote the 

“Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of 

Indulgences,” also known as “The 95 Theses,” a list 

of questions and propositions for debate. Popular 

legend has it that on October 31, 1517 Luther 

defiantly nailed a copy of his 95 Theses to the door of 

the Wittenberg Castle church. The reality was 

probably not so dramatic; Luther more likely hung the document on the door of the church matter-of-

factly to announce the ensuing academic discussion around it that he was organizing. 

The 95 Theses, which would later become the foundation of the Protestant Reformation, were written 

in a remarkably humble and academic tone, questioning rather than accusing. The overall thrust of the 

document was nonetheless quite provocative. The first two of the theses contained Luther’s central 

idea, that God intended believers to seek repentance and that faith alone, and not deeds, would lead to 

salvation. The other 93 theses, a number of them directly criticizing the practice of indulgences, 

supported these first two. (www.history.com/topics/martin-luther-and-the-95-theses) 

The Lutheran Church in Germany arose from Luther’s work. In the meantime, some other Reformers 

like John Calvin were working to challenge the Roman Catholic orthodoxy, and sought to return to a 

purer form of Christian faith. Out of this turbulent time came what is known as the Five Solas. These 

five foundational beliefs are what separates Protestant theology from Catholic of Orthodox theology, 

and are important to understand. Can you name the five solas? 

1) Sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”): The Bible alone is our highest authority. 

2) Sola Fide (“faith alone”): We are saved through faith alone in Jesus Christ. 



3) Sola Gratia (“grace alone”): We are saved by the grace of God alone. 

4) Solus Christus (“Christ alone”): Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior, and King. 

5) Soli Deo Gloria (“to the glory of God alone”): We live for the glory of God alone. 

 

Each week in October, we will hold an Adult Sunday School class in the Youth Room at 9:00 a.m. to 

explore each of these “Solas”, and how they impact our faith and our lives. Each class will be 40-45 

minutes, so that choir members can rehearse. 

“You go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim  

Notes: 

1) We continue to pursue a Choir/Music Director. If you know anyone who might be remotely 

interested, please let the office know the contact information. Please continue to pray.  

2) A reminder that Harvest has a Benevolence Fund that assists people in need of such things as 

rental or utility assistance, or a car repair bill. We have recently helped quite a number of people. 

Much of the Benevolence money comes from contributions, or the SaveMart SHARES program 

or our recycling (thank you for contributing your bottles and cans, and thank you Linda Sherman 

for sorting and taking to the recycle center.) Please consider contributing to the Benevolence 

Fund.  

3) I encourage you to come to the Prayer Meeting on Mondays at 6:00 pm in the Youth Room. 

Come once a month, or every week, and join us as we lift up the needs of the church and the 

community. 

Trunk or Treat 

It has been our tradition to hold a Trunk or Treat Event on 

Halloween, and we will do so again this year. We will set 

up at 5:00 p.m., and then be open from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 

p.m. or when the candy runs out! 

Last year, we spent $50 on a Facebook ad, and drew about 1,000 people (adults and children) to our 

event. Our goals for the event are to be good neighbors, to let people know about Harvest, to invite 

them to join us on Sunday, and to have fun. We are well positioned for this, as many children walk 

past the church on their way to the Christmas Tree Lane neighborhood. 

Please consider volunteering to decorate your car trunk and hand out candy, or to volunteer to help in 

other ways, or to donate candy, or to donate money to buy candy. We already have 45 pounds of 

candy (2,325 pieces, and NONE of it chocolate!) 

The Youth are planning to have some games. We will try and have a photo booth again. It should be a 

lot of fun! 
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Operation Christmas Child 

It is that time of year again to be packing shoeboxes. Collection 

will be on Sunday, November 12th. Pre-printed plastic boxes can 

be purchased online or at www.hobbylobby.com. There are several 

changes this year. No candy. No toothpaste. Cost for shipping is up 

to $9.00/box.  

Harvest Mariners 

The Harvest Mariners will gather on Friday, October 20th at 6:00 p.m. in the Worship Center for a 

shared meal and fellowship. We are part of the National Presbyterian 

Mariners is an adult service and fellowship organization founded in 1927. 

The goal of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, 

helping individual and families progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 

Work Day 

Our Fall Work Day will be October 21st from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. We will work on cleaning up the campus in preparation for the 

coming rains and for Trunk or Treat. Bring your gloves and your 

tools of choice (rakes, shovels, clippers, etc) and let’s work together. 

There are usually donuts and coffee and water at these gatherings.  

Upcoming Sermons on Romans 

October 1—  The Story of a World Gone Wild- Part 2  

  (Romans 2:1- 29) (Five Solas: Scripture Alone)  

October 8— The Story of Catastrophe  (Romans 3:1-20)

  (Five Solas: Grace Alone) 

October 15— The Story of Rescue  (Romans 3:21-31) 

  (Five Solas: Faith Alone) 

October 22— The Story of Trust (Romans 4:1-25) (Five 

  Solas: Christ Alone) 

October 29— The Story of Two Men and Two Worlds 

(Romans 5:1-21) (Five Solas: Glory to God 

Alone) 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 2:00—6:00 pm 

Thursdays: 2:00—6:00 pm 

Fridays: 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Pat Cousins 

Martha McNamara 

Nawatha Reed 

Linda Sherman 

Myrna Wilhite (Treasurer) 

 

Elders 

Patti Arbizu (Personnel) 

Susan Bennett (Communications) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (CE) 

Brandy Meyer (CE/Youth) 

Wilson Kailiponi (Worship) 

Harvest Leadership 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion— 

10:30 am 

 

 

2 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

3 
 

4 
Stand 
Together at 
Mae Hensley- 
9:00 a.m. 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

5 
Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

6 
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Office Open: 
8:00 am—
12:00 pm 

7 
 

8 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 
 

9 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

10 
 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

12 
 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

13  
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

14 
 

15 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

17 
 

18 
 

 

Session—2:30 
pm  

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

19 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

20 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00am 

Deacons—
12:00 pm 

Mariners: 6:00 
pm 

21 
Work Day– 
8:00 am-12:00 
noon 

22 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

23 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

24 
 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

26 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

27 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

28 

29 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

30 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

31  

 
 

 

 

Trunk or Treat: 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

1 
 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

2 
Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

3 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

4 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 John Baughman 

 Warren Cawley 

 Virginia Irons (hospice care) 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Casey VanRys 

Sunday School Schedule*  

10/1 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Brandy Meyer 

 K-3rd: Cyndy Cawley, Anette Arias 

10/8 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Patti Arbizu 

10/15 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Anette Arias  

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Cyndy Cawley 

10/22 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha  

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Judy Salyer 

10/29 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Staci Edwards 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Beth Stochl 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy 

Meyer or Kohl James if you have any conflicts or 

questions. 

 

 

 

5—Brandy Meyer 

5—Pastor Jim Stochl 

9—Bethany Edwards 

13—Deborah Pearson 

17—Neal Wilhite 

20—Colton Jacobson 

26—Angelise Arias 

 

 

 

10—Tom & Susan Bennett  

 


