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Dear Harvesters- 

When you think of Autumn, or the Fall, what to you think of? Do you think 

of leaves turning color? Cooker days? Longer nights and shorter days? Back 

to school sales? Apples? (Honeycrisp apples are the BEST!) Pumpkins? Trick 

or Treat? Less than 100 shopping days until Christmas? (Sorry about that 

reminder.)  

Some of us think of birthdays, or anniversaries. Some of us remember loved ones who died in 

the fall, or whose life events we remember from the fall. 

Some of us think of long ago autumns, where there were school carnivals, Sadie Hawkins 

dances, hay rides, Friday night football games followed by dances in the school gym.  

Some of us think of harvest time. As we drive around the valley, we encounter many trucks 

filled with tomatoes, or peaches, or walnuts, or almonds. We see dust clouds rising from some 

distant orchard and think to ourselves, “Yup, it is harvest time!” For some of us, harvest time 

means difficulty breathing, as the valley air quality really takes a substantial hit with all the 

stuff in the air. 

It is easy to think about all the benefits of the harvest, even given the poor air quality. We love 

the smell of pumpkin pies, or apple pies, or and hot apple cider (which some of us sometimes 

call “hot spider”!) The smells of autumn are amazing. 

Of course, for those that grow things, the harvest season is the payoff. And it comes not just 

after a long wait, but after a lot of work planting, weeding, watering, sweating, pruning, 

praying. Without all that hard work, there is no harvest. A farmer may dress like a farmer, drive 

a pickup truck like a farmer, or even live on a parcel of land like a farmer. But unless the work 

is done to ensure a crop, there will be no crop. 

So the question for some of us during this season is, “What are you planting?” It is a 

stewardship question. All we have is from the Lord, and the Lord expects us to be investing 

our time, talent and treasure for eternal purposes. Are we investing in things that will rot and 

rust and be stolen? Or are we investing in eternal things that will last beyond our lifetimes? 

And what personal seeds are we planting? Seeds of regret? Seeds of anger and hostility? Seeds 

of criticism? Or are we planting seeds of love, joy, peace, patience, etc? Whatever we are 

planting, we will be harvesting sooner or later. May you be planting spiritual seeds in your own 

life, and in the lives of others, as we seek the great Harvest that the Lord has for His people. 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 
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Notes: 

1) Brandy Meyer has agreed to begin some sort of youth group here at Harvest. What 

shape it takes is yet to be known. If you know of a teenager (middle school and high 

school) who might be interested, let Brandy know. We have been praying about this 

for some time. Brandy and Keith were Boy Scout leaders and have served as youth 

leaders in various contexts. We are glad for this development, and commit ourselves 

to pray and to serve as best we can so that the next generation can hear, receive, and 

grow in the gospel. 

2) Please welcome Rev. Lee Heim  to the pulpit on 10/11. Lee is a child of Harvest, and 

an ordained Teaching Elder. He currently works for Wells Fargo Advisors, but has 

served many of the churches in the presbytery. Pastor Jim will be at the Church of the 

49ers in Columbia (not Santa Clara!), working with the Stockton Presbytery’s 

Pastoral Engagement Team (PET) as Columbia walks through the Gracious 

Dismissal process. 

3) Pastor Jim will be at Zephyr Point on Lake Tahoe for a preaching conference October 

5-7. It is sponsored by the Sacramento Presbytery, and is called “Preaching the 

Verbs.” 

4) Trunk or Treat is coming on October 31st. We need some volunteers to provide the 

trunks to their cars (and dress in costumes). We need people to help get candy out. 

We need helpers for games. We need CANDY! We want to impact our neighborhood, 

and this is a relatively easy way to do it. See Margaret Kuglin for details when she 

returns from her travels to Southern California. 

5) We will be collecting Shoeboxes again this fall. Watch for more details. The 

collection date will be November 8th or 15th. Watch for sales. Fill your shoeboxes. 

Sow seeds of God’s love for children around the world who need to know the love of 

Christ. 

6) October 4 is World Communion Sunday. October 25 will be our End of the Month 

Potluck. 



October 2015 

10:30 a.m.—

Worship 

5:30 p.m.—

Praise Practice 

6:30 p.m.—

Choir 

10:00 a.m.—

Bible Study at 

Kuglin’s  

 

10:30 a.m.—

Communion 

10:00 a.m.—

Bible Study at 

Kuglin’s  

 

6:00 p.m.—

Mariners 

10:30 a.m.—

Worship 

6:00 p.m.—

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

10:30 a.m.—

Worship 

11:45 a.m.— 

Potluck 

6:00 p.m.—

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

8:00 a.m.—

Work Day 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

5:30 p.m.—

Praise Practice 

6:30 p.m.—

Choir 

10:00 a.m.—

Bible Study at 

Kuglin’s  

6:00 p.m.—

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

5:30 p.m.—

Praise Practice 

6:30 p.m.—

Choir 

6:00 p.m.—

Church Prayer 

Meeting 

5:30 p.m.—

Praise Practice 

6:30 p.m.—

Choir 

10:00 a.m.—

Bible Study at 

Kuglin’s  

1:30 p.m.—

Session 

Meeting 

(Harvest) 

9:30 a.m.—

Alpha Circle 

5:30 p.m.—

Praise Practice 

6:30 p.m.—

Choir 
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Nine Marks of a Generous Giver 

1. You see your role as a steward. 

“All the earth is the LORD’s and all things therein” (Ps. 24:1). You know you’re merely returning 

to God what rightly belongs to him. You read Matthew 6:19–20 and know you’re storing up 

treasures in heaven. 

Perhaps you’ve begun to learn what George Müller observed: “It is the Lord’s order, that, in 

whatever way he is pleased to make us his stewards, whether as to temporal or spiritual things, if 

we are indeed acting as stewards and not as owners, he will make us stewards over more.” 

Contrary to prosperity teaching, the water cycle illustrates the heart of a steward. All water runs to 

the ocean—the storehouse of 98 percent of the earth’s water. God fills clouds that will water his 

work. Here today and gone tomorrow, a steward is a cloud who knows God owns the rain. As Paul 

reminds us, “We brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the 

world” (1 Tim. 6:7). 

2. You first give locally. 

First and foremost you give locally—to your family, your church, your neighbors. In addition to 

the clear command in 1 Timothy 5:8, Jesus illustrates this “proximity principle” in the parable of 

the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37). Your giving to your local church helps keeps your heart and 

prayers rooted with your brothers and sisters in Christ. Whether you interpret the tithe as an 

enduring command, or superseded by the new covenant of grace, you realize giving to your church 

is what Randy Alcorn calls the training wheels of Christian giving. Alcorn suggests 10 percent is a 

good start. As you grow in grace, you will yearn to give more. 

3. You begin giving to kingdom causes. 

You’re excited (and sometimes disoriented) by the countless gospel-centered organizations. 

You’ve started giving to support works of evangelism, Christian education, campus ministry, 

cultural renewal, overseas missions, and so on. As you’re able, you give generously to a few of 

these organizations in big ways. And you sow seeds in more ways than one. 

Let me share my experience. When I was a child, my parents would invite the missionaries who 

visited our church to dinner at our home. My siblings and I would linger at the table listening to 

stories of gospel growth in China, the Philippines, and other far-off places. 

I now know these missionaries received financial and prayer support from my parents—but their 

giving also sowed seeds of vision for the gospel’s advance in us. 

4. You give sacrificially. 

Here you’re inspired by biblical examples like the widow’s mite (Mark 12:41–44) and the parable 

of the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:31–46), where Jesus concludes, “As you did it to one of the 
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least of these my brothers, you did it to me” (v. 40). Reflecting on this parable, C. S. Lewis 

concluded: “I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare” (Mere Christianity, 

87). 

As you sacrifice, you trust God’s Word in fighting anxiety (see 2 Cor. 9:11) and pride (see God’s 

warning in Hosea 6:6)—and he gives you a cheerful heart. 

5. You know God loves a cheerful giver. 

You’re convinced God treasures cheerful giving (2 Cor. 9:7–8; Prov. 22:9; Deut. 

15:10; Rom. 12:8). You’re growing to grasp the depth of God’s generosity to you in Christ (2 Cor. 

9:14)—and you realize that your giving is an instrument in his kingdom. You overflow with joy at 

participating in God’s work in the world. 

6. Your giving is marked by (mostly) secret generosity. 

You’re aware of your heart’s tendency toward Pharisaism—doing the right thing for the wrong 

reason. So you heed Matthew 6:1–4, where Jesus commands: “Do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.” 

Secret giving goes against convention in philanthropy, where supporters are listed by size of 

gift and buildings bear the names of wealthy donors. Churches and Christian organizations often 

rightly avoid these conventions. I think Jesus makes room for (occasional) exceptions, however. 

He made public the generosity of the widow in Mark 12:41–44. He knew her example would 

inspire and convict. Don’t go seeking adulation, but if invited by your pastor or development 

professional, prayerfully consider a rare God-honoring public testimony. The Lord may use your 

faithfulness to influence others. 

7. You give consistently. 

You’re not a haphazard giver—making impulse gifts occasionally. Faithful generosity requires 

discipline, which in turn provides stability to your church and other kingdom causes. You might 

set up a monthly giving plan, or write checks each Christmas out of your abundance. You even 

plan around a “graduated tithe.” As you grow in consistent giving, you start evaluating ways to 

give even more. 

8. Your giving is tax-smart. 

You do this in order to give as much to kingdom purposes as possible. Perhaps you see yourself in 

one of these scenarios: your income fluctuates; you have wealth in complicated assets (property, 

stocks, or business interests); and/or you have significant wealth in your IRA. In these kinds of 

scenarios, two common giving tools are the donor-advised fund and the IRA charitable 

distribution. 

Donor-advised funds can be convenient and tax-effective tools. For instance, in a given year you 

may receive a large bonus. With a donor-advised fund, you decide to donate this bonus into the 

http://www.amazon.com/Mere-Christianity-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652926/?tag=thegospcoal-20
http://moneyhelpforchristians.com/the-graduated-tithe-a-giving-strategy/
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fund—and, from a tax perspective, it is treated as a charitable gift. For years to come, then—even 

when your income is down—out of this fund you give consistent grants to your church and the 

ministries you love. Also, many donors use donor-advised funds as a place to give long-term 

appreciated capital assets. This is a helpful way of not incurring capital gains tax so that more 

funds can be used for kingdom purposes. See the National Christian Foundation to learn more. 

What about the IRA charitable distribution? After the age of 70 ½ you’re required to take taxable 

mandatory distributions as income out of your IRA. In each of the last nine years, 

however, donors have been allowed to make tax-free donations (up to $100,000) to qualified 

charities from this mandatory distribution. You’re giving generously already—this can be a tax-

smart way to give. 

On both of the above, do consult the IRS’s publication 526 and a tax professional regarding your 

particular situation. Also, a warning that taking advantage of the IRA charitable distribution can 

be difficult due to Congress’s annual delay. 

9. You have a trustee mindset. 

Our first mark was a stewardship mindset; you remember you are not the owner of your own 

resources. As a trustee, you remember you are not the owner of the work you support. 

A heart test of a trustee mindset is “strings-attached giving.” When you’re disappointed by various 

outcomes at your church or from a missionary you support, is your first thought to withhold your 

generosity? If so, you may want to reflect on your heart motives. 

Don’t misunderstand me. Use discernment. “Mission drift” certainly happens (see Harvard), and 

the Lord leads people to give elsewhere. But if an organization is aligned with your passions, 

ECFA-accredited, and works to communicate their work well (we at TGC make efforts to do this), 

remember that the outcomes are ultimately in God’s hands, not yours. 

Expect mistakes. Be ready to forgive. Accompany your giving not with strings, but with grace. 

Good for the Soul 

A Christian gives as a steward, gives locally, gives to kingdom causes, gives sacrificially, gives 

cheerfully, gives (mostly) privately, gives consistently, gives tax-smartly, and gives as a trustee. 

Giving is good for our souls. May God loosen our grasp on possessions, and grow in us a heart to 

advance his kingdom through radical generosity. 

Dan Olson serves as director of advancement for The Gospel Coalition, where he oversees fund development strategy and donor and 

foundation relationships. Prior to TGC, Dan spent the last nine years involved in urban ministry and development with Hope 

Academy (Minneapolis). He received his BA from Wheaton College in Illinois and his MA in theological studies from Regent 

College in Vancouver. He lives in Minneapolis with his wife, Lucy, and their four kids. 

 

 

https://www.nationalchristian.com/givingfund
http://www.irs.gov/Retirement-Plans/Charitable-Donations-from-IRAs
http://www.irs.gov/uac/About-Publication-526
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/about/overview
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 Regular Prayer List 

Assisted Living:   

 Mildred Vine— Paramount Court 

Donna McRae— Golden Age Home Care,  

(memory care) 

 Mabel Cronan—The Stratford Place 

Health Issues:  

 Virginia Irons 

 Roger Morrow 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Bill Sperry 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Patti Arbizu (knee) 

 Cyndy Cawley (ankle) 

 Alice Visser (English Oaks) 

Stockton Presbytery Prayer List  

for October 2015 

October 4—Synod of the Pacific 

Transitional Exec.: Jane Odell 

Synod Support Staff 

Robert Sherwood, HR 

 

October 11—Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Pastor: Byron Nelson, HR 

David Warner, HR 

 

October 18—First Presbyterian Church 

Supply: Jennifer Warren Hauser 

Don Strongman 

 

October 25—Cortez Presbyterian Church 

Trans. Pastor Clover Bailey 

  

Ceres School’s Prayer List  

for October 2015 

October 4—Don Pedro Elementary 

  Principal: Tami Garcia 

 

October 11—Hidahl Elementary 

 Principal: Vaughn Williams 

 

October 18—La Rosa Elementary 

 Principal: Lori Mariani 

 

October 25—Lucas Elementary 

 Principal: Israel Gonzales 

If your birthday or  anniversary has not  been 

listed,  please call the office and  let us know. 

4—Susan Alaya 

5—Pastor Jim Stochl; 

Brandy Meyer 

6—Mickey D’Askquith 

8—Bill Dingwall 

9—Bethany Edwards 

13—Deborah Pearson 

17—Neal Wilhite 

26—Angelise Arias 

27—Mae Dell Dingwall 

04—Paul & Lynn 
Laranjo 

10—Tom & Susan 
Bennett 

27—Bill & Mae Dell 
Dingwall 



Church Information 
Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Church Fax  (209) 537-1869  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 
 

Emails: 
Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

General Email— harvestpres@att.net 
Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Brenda Collins— secretary@harvestpres.org  

POSTAGE HARVEST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1813 Moffet Road 
Ceres, CA 95307 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 
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