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Allow me to be one of the first to wish you a Happy New Year!  

Are you setting resolutions for this year? What is your track record of 

making, and keeping, New Year’s resolutions? 

My track record is pretty miserable. Eating healthier lasts until either Easter 

candy arrives in stores or the Girl Scouts start peddling their evil cookies. 

Losing weight never seems to gain much traction (see the pun?). And so it 

goes. 

One of the resolutions I made five years ago (2013) was to walk more. So I 

set a goal of walking 100 miles during Lent. I figured an average of 2.5 miles 

per day would be doable. It was, barely. There were days when I was too 

tired to walk, but I did anyway. I remembered that only a few years prior, I 

was unable to walk more than a few steps without complete and utter agony. I 

finished 2013 with about 500 miles walking. 

In 2014, my goals were higher, and I finished with over 1500 miles. In 2015, I walked 2,300 miles. 

Last year, I walked 2,232 miles, but biked 568 miles. In 2017, I aimed at walking 3,000 miles, 

averaging 8.21 miles per day. And by God’s grace, and with the help of a new puppy who LOVES to 

take walks, I made that goal!  

Personal goals are wonderful, and give us something to strive for. We 

can always get better at somethings, or we can try new things. A friend 

of mine took up painting one year. He had less artistic ability than I do, 

which isn’t saying much. And yet, in spite of his busy schedule, he 

devoted time almost every day to painting. By the end of the year, he 

was actually pretty good.  

Goal setting is a difficult task for churches for some reason. Usually, goals have to do with things we 

can measure like the budget and giving units, or it might have to do with church attendance. But these 

things tend to miss the mark. 

These goals are worthy goals, but they are by-products of spiritual health. Walking for me is not an 

end in itself, but is a means to greater discipline and greater health. Our real goal in the church is to 

grow to be more like Jesus Christ, which includes character, lifestyle and mission. Jesus’ character led 

to a certain lifestyle, but those things were supportive of the mission he was given by his Heavenly 

Father. 

So what goals would you like to see for Harvest in 2018? Increased worship attendance? Increased 

financial resources? Increased health, spiritual and physical? How about becoming more loving, more 

concerned with those who do not know Christ? How about laying aside our critical spirit and become 

more and more a church that builds people up and encourages them? As the session wrestles with 

these goals, please pray for them, and for me!  

“You go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

From the Pastor 



 Notes: 

1) We had a great time at our Cookies and Cocoa Outreach in December. We served over 500 

people on two nights (one other night was cancelled due to wind.) Thanks for your 

donations. And thanks to Tom Bennett, Kate Hendrix, Beth Stochl and Rachel Stochl for 

their cheerful serving. 

2) The Presbytery of Stockton has re-elected me as its Treasurer. The Presbytery also voted to 

grant each church $20,000 provided that each church has reviewed its financial books, and 

that they are current on mission giving and per capita. Mike Cousins, Tom Bennett and 

LaVeta Rhoy performed a review of Harvest’s books in December, so we should receive the 

money in January. The other caveat is that $4,000 of the grant needs to be spent on local 

mission. 

3) The sermon series on Romans, which took a break during Advent, will continue through 

Easter. I am pretty excited to see what God has to say to us in the last half of Romans. I am 

hoping to then preach a 10-12 week series on God’s Wisdom in Proverbs. 

4) Watch for an announcement about an Adult Sunday School offering later in January. 

5) On January 14th, we will be ordaining and installing new deacons and elders. Please be 

prayerful about these dear people who have said “yes” to God’s call. 

6) Kohl’s office hours have changed with the new semester. Please make a note of the changes 

in days and times in the office. You can always leave a message on the office phone. Or you 

can call me on my cell phone, since I am not always in the office, but am usually in transit 

from one place to another. My cell is 209-681-6466. 

7) There may be another financial matter in the works, having to do with the settlement of a 

trust from over ten years ago. Harvest initially received some money from that trust already, 

but there may be more once the settlement happens. We do not anticipate anything, but it 

would be a nice windfall if it happened. 

8) LOVE Ceres will take place on April 21, 2018. Several church pastors and leaders have 

formed a leadership team, and are hoping the churches in Ceres will show the community 

how much God loves them through our actions. 

9) Kudos to Tom Bennett, Mike Cousins and Neal Wilhite in working to improve the audio/

visual performance in the Worship Center. The sound is much cleaner, and we have added 

some white screen paint on the walls for the video projection. Thanks, guys! 

10) Our Prayer Meeting is Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. for about 30 minutes. We’d love for you 

to come pray about the concerns of the church and the world. 

11) One of my goals was to read 52 books in 2017. I actually read, or listened to, 68 books. I am 

doing that again in 2018. If you are interested, I can let you know what I am reading and 

what is in the queue. 

12) Twelve is a good number for a pastor to end a list on, right? 
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Harvest Mariners 

The Harvest Mariners will gather on Friday, January 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Worship Center. Our guest speaker will be Lee Heim, who works for Wells Fargo 

Advisors. Lee will share with us his insights about finances and investing and the 

stock market for 2018.  

The Harvest Mariners are part of the National Presbyterian Mariners is an adult service and fellowship 

organization founded in 1927. The goals of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, helping individual and families 

progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 

Here Are The Most Popular New Year’s Resolutions For 2018 

Only 32 percent of people said they weren't planning on making New Year’s resolutions in a 

recent survey. Here’s the full list of resolutions people were committed to (respondents were 

allowed to include more than one in their reports): 

 Eat better — 37 percent 

 Exercise more — 37 percent 

 Spend less money — 37 percent 

 Self-care (e.g. getting more sleep) — 24 percent 

 Read more books —18 percent 

 Learn a new skill — 15 percent 

 Get a new job — 14 percent 

 Make new friends — 13 percent 

 New hobby — 13 percent 

 Focus more on appearance — 12 percent 

 Focus on relationship — 12 percent 

 Cut down on cigarettes/alcohol — 9 percent 

 Go on more dates — 7 percent 

 Focus less on appearance — 3 percent 

What do you think? Where are things like “reading the Bible” 

or “growing closer to God” or “serving others?” 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website:     www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Mondays: 12:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 12:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 9:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Kate Hendrix 

Nora McKinsey 

Nawatha Reed 

Judy Salyer  

Linda Sherman 

 

Elders 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards 

Wilson Kailiponi 

Brandy Meyer 

LaVeta Rhoy  

 

Harvest Leadership 2018 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 
Worship — 
10:30 a.m. 

 

 

End of the Year 
Potluck After 
Service 

1 2 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

4 
Alpha Circle 
9:30 am 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

5 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

6 
 

7 
Communion— 
10:30 am 

 
 

8 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

 

9 
 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

11  
 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

12  
Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

National 
Sticker Day 

14 
Worship— 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

15 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

16 
 

17 
Session—   2:30 
p.m. 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

18 

 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

19 Starbucks 

Men– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study-10:00 am 

Deacons— 
12:00 pm 

Mariners: 6:00 
pm 

20 

21 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

23 
 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

25 

 
 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

26 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

 

27 

28 
Worship — 
10:30 am 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 
After Service 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

30 

 

31 
 

 

 

 

HYP —7:00 pm 

1 
 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30 pm 

Praise Team 
7:30 pm 

2 

Starbucks Men
– 7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study—10:00 
am 

3 
 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues:  

 John Baughman 

 Warren Cawley 

 Virginia Irons (hospice care) 

 Dorothy Nelson 

 Margaret Kuglin (eye) 

 Casey VanRys 

Sunday School Schedule*  

1/7 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Nawatha Reed 

 K-3rd: Beth Stochl, Judy Salyer, Brandy 

 Meyer (Alternate) 

1/14 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Martha 

 McNamara 

 K-3rd: Anette Arias, Patti Arbizu, Beth 

 Stochl (Alternate) 

1/21 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Judy  Salyer  

 K-3rd: Staci Edwards, Cyndy Cawley, 

 Patti Arbizu (Alternate) 

1/28 Nursery: Lynsie Salyer, Staci Edwards 

 K-3rd: Brandy Meyer, Beth Stochl, 

 Cyndy Cawley (Alternate) 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1—Michael Cousins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15—Frank & Nawatha Reed 

 


