
The Harvester November 2018 

The month of November, with the Thanksgiving holiday towards the 

end, reminds us to be grateful. To be grateful is to appreciate life as a 

gift, in all its various shapes and forms. 

George Washington was the first president to proclaim a day 

of thanksgiving, issuing his request on October 3, 1789, exactly 74 

years before Lincoln's. The document below sets apart the last Thursday 

of November “as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise.” 

As you may recall, when Abraham Lincoln made his Thanksgiving 

Proclamation, our nation was at war with itself.  By 1863, nearly a 

quarter of a million Americans had died in the Civil War, and many 

more thousands had been wounded. That war was not about tweets, 

kneeling for the national anthem, transgender bathrooms, abortion or 

any of the things we fight about today. It was a real war, bloody and 

awful. And yet in the midst of that bloody and awful war, at a time when the Union was losing 

badly to the Confederacy, but had won a significant battle in Gettysburg that summer, Lincoln 

chose to be grateful. 

“The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful 

fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 

prone to forget the source from which they come, others 

have been added... No human counsel hath devised nor hath 

any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the 

gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing 

with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered 

mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should 

be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as 

with one heart and one voice by the whole American 

People. 

I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the 

United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign 

lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of 

Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I 

recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such 

singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national 

perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become 

widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are 

unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to 

heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the 

Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility and Union.” 

Lincoln was a devout man, but not a church member. I think it is significant that he wanted to 

set aside a day not only to give thanks, but to praise “our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the 

From the Pastor 

Thanksgiving is a very 

important holiday. Ours 

was the first country in 

the world to make a na-

tional holiday to give 

thanks. - Linus (Charlie 

Brown’s friend) 



Heavens.” To thank God for His blessings is one thing. To 

praise God for the good gifts given to us is something else. 

There is a deeply relational component to giving thanks and 

praise.  

When Beth and I were married, one of the most unusual gifts 

we received was a Coleman camping stove. Our friend, Steve, 

knew that we liked to camp. So we were grateful for his 

generosity, but also his wisdom in encouraging us to get out 

and camp. We were later embarrassed to discover that Steve had also included a check in the 

stove. But neither of us had opened the stove. We just thought, “What a nice gift! We should go 

camping.” Only when Steve called to ask about whether we had 

opened the gift did we actually do so, and discover the gift within the 

gift! 

I have read about a tradition that I like, but have not practiced. The 

tradition is each day to put one thing you are thankful on a slip of 

paper, and then put the paper in a bowl. Around Thanksgiving time, 

reach into the bowl each day and read what you were thankful for 

during the year. For Christians, Thanksgiving should not be a once a 

year practice. 

Even secular psychology is getting on the gratitude bandwagon. A 

fantastic book is Thanks! How the New Science of Gratitude Can 

Make You Happier by Robert Emmons. The author, a professor at 

UC Davis,  weaves in a little bit of gratitude research, some perspective from literature, 

psychology, religion, and anthropology, and finishes it all with a call to action on cultivating 

gratitude. This is a fantastic read for anyone who is looking to learn more about why gratitude 

can be such a life-changing addition, and how they can apply gratitude to their own life. 

“We go nowhere by accident…” 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) I enjoyed being in Phoenix for the Arizona Fall League last month. The first pitch of the 

first game I attended, I got a foul ball, which landed on the seat behind me. It was as if 

the ball was seeking me out! Thank you for allowing me to go! 

2) Aside from my regular walking, I have been an abysmal failure at self-care. I should 

know better, but stubbornness, pride and fear keep me from doing what I need to do. All 

that changes in November, as I have doctor’s appointments with a podiatrist, a 

dermatologist, and colonoscopy, and hopefully a dentist. I am grateful for health 

insurance and also for a patient and loving wife who keeps encouraging me to take 

better care of myself. Maybe you need to be encouraged to. So just do it! 
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I would maintain that 

thanks are the highest 

form of thought, and that 

gratitude is happiness 

doubled by wonder. - 

G.K. Chesterton  



Mariners’ Thanksgiving Dinner on November 16th 

The traditional Harvest Thanksgiving Dinner will be the menu for the 

November Mariner’s meeting. The meeting will take place on Friday, 

November 16th at 6:00 p.m. under the co-ordination and inspiration of 

host/hostess Tom & Virginia Bathe. While this is not a potluck, 

contributions are welcomed and are being planned through the Bathes. 

Harvest family and friends are invited to this delicious dinner. A sign up 

sheet for attendance will be available on November 4th and 11th.  

This meeting will also feature hymns of Thanksgiving. Speaking of thanks, thank you Betty 

Baughman for your October Mariners’ presentation on the history of church music, 

accompanied by Michele James (who is appreciated too).  

Congregational Meeting on November 18th 

Our annual Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday, November 18th, at the 

close of the worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to elect Elders and 

Deacons, and members of the Nominating Committee. 

Shoebox Collection/Dedication Day, November 18th 

It is that time of year again to be packing shoeboxes. Collection will be on 

Sunday, November 18th. Pre-printed plastic boxes can be purchased online 

or at www.hobbylobby.com. There are several changes this year. No candy. 

No toothpaste. Cost for shipping is $9.00/box.  

 

Harvest Baskets 

Even in this valley which produces so much of the nation’s food, there 

is still hunger. Stanislaus County has a food insecurity rate of 26.5% 

(higher than California’s 12.5%, based on latest data from 2014). A 

majority of students in Ceres schools qualify for free or reduced fee 

meals. Each year we give thanks to God at Thanksgiving by 

contributing to the local food program which operates out of the 

Seventh Day Adventist Church on Central Avenue. Envelopes will be 

in the bulletin each Sunday in November. Please remember the hungry, and volunteer some of 

your time to this worthy cause. And give thanks for the faithful volunteers from Harvest that 

help with feeding the hungry: Martha McNamara, Kate Hendrix and Patty Correia! 
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Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Kohl James —secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 3:15 p.m.—7:15 p.m. 

Thursdays: 3:15 p.m.—7:15 p.m.  

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Deacons 

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) 

Kate Hendrix 

Nora McKinsey 

Nawatha Reed 

Judy Salyer  

Linda Sherman 

 

Elders 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission) 

Staci Edwards (Worship) 

Brandy Meyer (Christian Education) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) 

 

Harvest Leadership 2018 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 29 

 

 
 

30 

 

31 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 
Alpha Circle– 
9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

2 

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00 a 

 

3 Presbytery 

Mtg. (Stockton)
- 9:00 am 

 

 

 

4 Communion 

— 10:30 am 

 

 

 

5 
 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

6 
 

 

 

 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

7 

 

 
 

 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

9  
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00 a 

10 

11 Worship— 

10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

13 
 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

16  
Starbucks Men– 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00 a 

Mariners– 6:00 
pm 

 

17 
 

18 Worship 

— 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

20 
Session —
12:00-2:00 pm 
 

 

Praise Team—
7:30 p.m. 

21 

 

 
 

 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00a 

24 

25 Worship 

— 10:30 am 

 

 

 

End of the 
Month Potluck 

26 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

AA—7:00 pm 

27 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

HYPE—7:00 pm 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

30 
Starbucks Men-
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study– 10:00a 

 

1 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

John Baughman (chemo) 

Susan Bennett 

Warren Cawley 

Ruth Strange 

Casey van Rys 

Other Concerns: 

Choir Director search 

Sunday School Schedule*  

11/4 Anette Arias (Judy Salyer) 

11/11 Staci Edwards (Martha McNamara) 

11/18 Brandy Meyer (Patti Arbizu) 

11/25 Beth Stochl (Nawatha Reed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with Brandy Meyer or 

Kohl James if you have any conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

4—Greg Edwards 

10—Isabel McKay 

25—Tom Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

7—Warren & Cyndy Cawley 

10—Brandy & Keith Meyer 

14—Kenneth & Martha McNamara 

 


