
Beth and I have visited a lot of churches over the years. Maybe you have, too. 

One of the characteristics of growing churches is how they welcome people. 

Harvest has a rich history of being welcoming. I have heard stories of people 

driving in and being warmly greeted in the parking lot. That spoke volumes 

to them, and they stayed. 

We have attended churches where we were almost smothered with people 

greeting us. We have attended churches where we were ignored. We have 

attended churches where we felt that we’d love to come back some day. And 

we have attended churches where we have no intention of ever going back. 

Unfortunately, the reality is we never have a second chance to make a first 

impression. 

I recall a church in rural Nebraska where most of the family clan (30-40 of 

us) showed up for Sunday worship. The pastor was absolutely elated! His 

little rural church was full for the first time in decades! However, the cookie 

lady was aghast. She was all flustered because she didn’t have enough cookies for all these people! I 

get her concern, but I’d rather have the attitude of the pastor. After all, people come to church for a 

variety of reasons, but cookies are not in the top ten. And don’t think I don’t appreciate those who 

work hard each month to prepare snacks for our fellowship time!  

However, if I was more concerned with the cookies than the guest family who had just come to 

Harvest, I’d have to rethink my priorities.  

We are here to make a difference in people’s lives. 

The following is a list of ways congregations, and more specifically you as a member of a 

congregation, can love any and all who walk through your doors. This list is adapted from the 

book Now Go Forward by J. David Eschleman, who says, “Loving unbelievers the way Jesus did is 

the most overlooked key to growing a church…The command to love is the most repeated command 

in the NT, appearing at least 55 times.”  

1. Every church member is a host and not a guest. Making visitors feel welcome is primarily the 

responsibility of members, not the nebulous “church.” 

2. The most important person for a visitor to talk to in order to feel at home in a new church 

is you. It is not the pastor, or the greeter, but a regular attender. Eschleman says “One of the 

most impressive gestures we can extend to first time visitors is for people with no official 

position to take the initiative and welcome them.” 

3. Treat first time visitors as guests of God, not strangers. 

4. Smile at everyone and offer your hand. 

5. Look people in the eye and smile. 

6. Take the initiative, don’t wait for visitors to initiate conversation with you. 

7. Learn people’s names and remember them. 

8. Use [only] appropriate and allowed Touch such as a hand shake or a gentle pat on the back. 

9. Ask questions and learn about your guests. It is better to express interest in them than it is to 

try to “sell” your church. 
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10. Listening is a very effective way to show love. 

11. Greet children at their level. 

12. Let children be children. Yes, families love children’s church and child care. We also love it 

when you allow us to decide if our children should remain with us in worship. And even more, 

when you love our kids as kids (crying, playing, singing!) and don’t expect them to be grown-

ups. 

13. Invite visitors to join you at something, anything! Invite them to today’s fellowship meal, next 

Sunday’s Christian Education hour, or to a restaurant for some one on one time. 

14. Never let new people sit alone. Eschelman says, “New people should never have to sit alone. 

Take initiative and go to them without delay.” 

15. Help visitors find seating that suits their families needs. 

16. Help first time visitors by being their tour guide and helping them find worship resources. 

Visiting a new church is like a cross-cultural experience, even for those of us who have visited 

dozens of other churches. 

17. Invite people to fill out your church’s visitor registration card or information. 

18. Tell people you’re glad they are here. 

19. Pray for them throughout your week. 

20. Be yourself! You are loving! You have a good thing going! You have the capacity to love 

more people, and to love more deeply. Eschelman says, “Practice making people feel special, 

and what you give to others will be returned to you.” 

As we enter into the fall season, we know people will visit our church. Let’s make them feel as 

welcomed as possible! 

“We (still) go nowhere by accident…” (even on trains!) 

SDG 

Pastor Jim 

Notes: 

1) I’ve read 33 books so far this year, and would encourage you to read, read, read! I’ve walked 

over 2,400 miles so far this year, averaging over 10 miles a day, and I would encourage you to 

walk, walk, walk! 

2) Beth and I will be in Monterey for our anniversary (#39) from August 28-31. Rev. David Hill 

will be preaching for me on September 1st. 

3) I will be at the Arizona Fall League, and then at a conference in San Diego from September 25-

October 2.  

4) A memorial service for John Baughman is scheduled for October 12th at 1:00 p.m. 

5) We are going to start a Men’s Bible Study this month. Keep an eye out for the announcement. 
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Confirmation Class 

We have purchased a relatively inexpensive but well-done curriculum 

called Theocademy. This is a video and discussion based program that 

prepares young teenagers for membership and baptism. We hope to start 

this in September, looking for baptism and membership in January. If 

you would like to help out with this, let Pastor Jim know. 

Mariners’ Meeting, September 20 

September Mariner's on Friday September 20, 2019, with include Installation of 

2019-2020 Officers by Pastor Jim Stochl. Our guest speaker will be J-P Moran 

who will share about his summer trip this year to Ecuador.  

The Harvest Mariners are part of the National Presbyterian Mariners is an adult 

service and fellowship organization founded in 1927. The goals of Mariners are: 

1) To encourage Christian faith and practice in every home, helping individual and families 

progress in Christian living. 

2) To interest those outside the church in uniting with the church. 

3) To provide the opportunity for Christian fellowship. 

4) To develop leadership for the church. 

5) To serve and support the church in its total ministry and mission. 

Alpha Circle Begins September 12th 

Alpha Circle will have its first meeting of the new church year on Thursday, 

September 12th. All women are invited to attend. 

Ken Sylvia to Preach on September 29th 

Ken Sylvia is now the Executive Director of Youth for Christ Central 

Valley. He will be preaching for Harvest on September 29th, as Pastor Jim 

will be at a Stewardship Kaleidoscope Conference in San Diego. Ken has 

been a great witness to Christ among the youth of Ceres and Modesto over the years. He is 

married to Tene’ Yvone and they have a son, Gabriel. 

Online Giving Now Live! 

In partnership with the Presbyterian Foundation, we have set up 

online giving. If you don’t carry cash, and don’t write checks, or if 

you always seem to forget, this is your opportunity! Use 

the QR code here. Or locate the Give Now button on our 

website. Or download the Give+ app at the app store. You 

can give through credit or debit cards, or a bank account (checking or savings). You can 

give one time, or regularly. If you have any questions, you can ask Mike Cousins or 

Tom Bennett on the Finance Team.  

Page  3 



Church Information 

Church Office Phone: (209) 537-3519  

Website: www.harvestpres.org 

Pastor Jim Stochl— harvest.pastor.jim@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests—prayer@harvestpres.org 

Bonnie Middleton—secretary@harvestpres.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays: 2:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Thursdays: 8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Fridays: 8:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Harvest Presbyterian Church 

1813 Moffet Road 

Ceres, CA 95307 

POSTAGE 

Mission Statement ~ With God in control, the mission of the Harvest Presbyterian Church is to 
proclaim and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and nurture the faith of our church family. 

Harvest Leadership 2019 

  Deacons   

Virginia Bathe (Moderator) (2021) 

Patty Correia (2021) 

Kate Hendrix (2020) 

Nora McKinsey (2020) 

Nawatha Reed (2019) 

Judy Salyer (2019) 

   Elders    

Tom Bennett (Finance/Nominating) (2021) 

Michael Cousins (Treasurer/Buildings) (2020) 

Karen Edwards (Clerk/Mission/Personnel) (2019) 

Staci Edwards (Personnel/Worship) (2019) 

Brandy Meyer (Youth/Outreach/Nominating)(2021) 

LaVeta Rhoy (Finance) (2020) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion— 

10:30 am 

2 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

3 

 

 

4 

 

5 

 

 

 
Choir—5:30 pm 

6 

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 
 

7Bookkeeper 

in Office — 
9:00am  

Stockton 
Presbytery 
Meeting 
(Tracy) — 
9:00am 

8 
Worship— 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —

6:00 pm 

10 

 
 

 

11 12 

Alpha Circle- 
10:00 am 

 

 

 
Choir—5:30 pm 

13  

Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
Deacons—

12:00 pm 

14 
 

 

15 
Worship— 

10:30 am 

16 

 

 

Prayer Mtg —

6:00 pm 

17 
 

18 

 

19 
Session —12:00

-2:00 pm 

 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

20 
Starbucks Men– 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
Mariners—6:00 

pm 

 

21 
Bookkeeper in 
Office — 9:00 
am 

22 
Worship — 

10:30 am 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg —
6:00 pm 

24 
 

25 

 

26 

 
 

 

Choir—5:30 pm 

 

27 
Starbucks Men- 
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 

28 
 

29 
Worship — 
10:30 am 
End of the 
Month Potluck 

30 
 
 
 
Prayer Mtg — 
6:00 pm 
 
 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

 
Choir—5:30 pm 

4  
Starbucks Men-
7:00 am 

Women’s Bible 
Study- 10:00am 
 
 

5 
Bookkeeper in 
Office — 9:00 
am 

Pastor Jim on Vacation 

Pastor Jim at Conference 



Regular Prayer List 

Health Issues: 

Warren Cawley 

Dorothy Nelson 

Frank Reed 

Ruth Strange 

Bettye Welsh 

Other Concerns: 

 

 

 Sunday School Schedule *  

9/1 Staci Edwards, Lynsie Salyer, 

 Patti Arbizu (Alternate) 

9/8 Beth Stochl, Lynsie Salyer,  Judy 

 Salyer (Alternate) 

9/15 Brandy Meyer, Lynsie Salyer, 

 Martha McNamara (Alternate) 

9/22 Anette Arias, Lynsie Salyer, 

 Nawatha Reed (Alternate) 

9/29 Staci Edwards, Lynsie Salyer, Patti 

 Arbizu (Alternate) 

 

 

* This schedule may change! Check with 

Brandy Meyer or Bonnie if you have any 

conflicts or questions. 

 

 

 

 

4—Patti Arbizu 

 4—Art McRae 

 4– LaVeta Rhoy 

17—Michele James 

25—Ana Lopez 

26—Margaret Kuglin 

29—Karen Edwards 

 

 

 

4—Neal & Myrna Wilhite 

8—Michael & Patricia Cousins 


